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Parents lament Stand Your Ground actions
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Tasheema Kelly didn't think
things could get any worse than
they’ve been over the past two
years since her son was stabbed
to death, but she was wrong.
In June, a circuit judge ruled

that Emmitt Kelly’s killer, M’An-
dre Racquel Cochran, was legally
standing his ground when he
stabbed Kelly, and he was set free.

He was originally charged with
murder and possession of a
weapon during a violent crime.
It was the 15th Circuit’s first

successful Stand Your Ground
case, and the Solicitor’s Office is
appealing the decision.
However, 15th Circuit Solicitor

Jimmy Richardson says he can’t
find a single Protection of Prop-
erty Act case, better known as
Stand Your Ground, that has been
successfully appealed in South

Carolina. In cases where a defen-
dant to a criminal charge (or civil
lawsuit) says he is seeking protec-
tion from the state’s “Stand Your
Ground” law, he is asserting that
he was justified in using deadly
force and that he is immune from
criminal prosecution and civil ac-
tion for his actions under that
law, said Taylor Smith, attorney
for the S.C. Press Association. If a
court agrees with a defendant’s
claim that “stand your ground”

protects him from prosecution,
the State then may not proceed
on that charge against the defen-
dant, Smith says, which is one
reason why these rulings are
often appealed.  
Kelly’s killing happened on Old

Pee Dee Road in Hemingway in
June of 2016 and the Stand Your
Ground hearing was held in
Georgetown County. 
Kelly is a former safety for the

Conway High School Tigers who

participated in the North-South
All-Star Game in 2010, his senior
year. He went on to S.C. State
University and was only 15 hours
short of graduating when he de-
cided he needed a break from
school and his job at UPS, ac-
cording to his mom. He returned
to this area and began working at
the Landmark in Myrtle Beach
only months before his death.

The Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority, owners of the Buck-
sport Marina, are hoping to get the facility back into workable shape
quickly. A floating dock, shown here, was left on top of a pylon; top

left, the marina restaurant is set for demolition; center, the marina
store will be restored; and this pavilion area will continue to wel-
come outdoor diners with the help of a mobile kitchen.

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

If there had been a ‘not
losing your cool when the
worst possible scenario
happens’ prize, Sharon
Buckwell would have got-
ten it.
As it was, she won an

episode of “The Haunted
Gingerbread Showdown”
on the Food Network, but
not before her work of art
broke in what she said
looked like 100 million

pieces.
“My piece actually hit

the floor the first day, and
I thought, ‘That’s it, I’m
done,’ ” she said. “It
crashed, but we put it
back together. We pre-
tended it was a puzzle.”
Her 3.5-foot tall ginger-

bread house crashing was-
n’t the only thing the
Conway resident thought
she had against her in the
competition.
“I thought I was so out

of my league,” she said.

Buckwell, an Horry
County 911 operator, has
been making gingerbread
houses for about 35 years,
and started out making
them only for her own two
daughters at Christmas-
time.
“Then they wanted one

for their teachers, and
then friends wanted one,
and then co-workers
wanted one, and it grew
and grew,” she said. “It got
to the point where I
thought if we were going

to make that many, we
might as well sell some.
“People saw me and

said, ‘Oh, there’s the Gin-
gerbread Lady,’ ” and that,
she said, is how her local
business came to be called
The Gingerbread Ladies.
Buckwell’s gingerbread

houses have been winning
annual contests at Origi-
nal Benjamin’s Seafood
Restaurant for years, and
when she saw the applica-

Bucksport Marina trying to recover

Winning Food Network episode was the icing on the cake
Sharon Buckwell
works on the
doors of her
winning entry in
The Food Net-
work’s “The
Haunted Ginger-
bread Show-
down.”
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Local restaurant
plans spaghetti
benefit to aid
flood victims
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Campers are back at the Buck-
sport Marina, but diners won’t
likely ever again be eating
shrimp and fish inside the small
indoor Capt. Buck’s Port Restau-
rant.
“We had about five feet of

water inside the restaurant and

inside the marina store, and, to a
lesser degree, maybe about three
feet in the bathhouse and the old
warehouse,” said Luke Barefoot,
who partners with Johnny Gard-
ner in two restaurant businesses.
Barefoot and Gardner have

been running the campground,
marina store and restaurant
through an agreement with
Grand Strand Water and Sewer

Authority, the property’s owner.
“They’ve (adjusters) declared

everything a total loss so it just
seems to make more sense to
take down what’s there,” Barefoot
said.
What he expects to survive the

mass razing is the Tiki Bar and
the pavilion area that are used
for outdoor dining.
To keep those areas function-

ing Barefoot expects to bring in a
mobile kitchen to prepare and
serve food. A mobile bathroom is
also part of the plan.
“We’re still going to plan on

having some events down there
this spring, because we’re going
to be somewhat of business as
usual. We’re just going to have to
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Rath Dailey has served as a chef at
The Warehouse in Conway for two
years, but on Nov. 12 The Ware-
house will be serving him some-
thing special.
Dailey’s family home in Lee’s

Landing flooded during Hurricane
Florence, and The Warehouse chose
his family to benefit from the very
first Flood Recovery Monday, being
held on Nov. 12.  
Every penny of the proceeds from

the spaghetti plates sold that day
will go directly to help Dailey and
his family.
“I just keep praying for the good,”

Dailey said. “I love working
here…this really makes you want to
come to work.”
Dailey was living with his wife,

son, daughter-in-law and grandchil-
dren in their Lee’s Landing home,
until two feet of water moved in
from Florence’s aftermath. The five
of them are now living with his
other son, who has a family of four. 
The damage to his home was esti-

mated at around $30,000, but so far
he’s only received $1,800 from
FEMA. 
While the accommodations are a

bit cramped with nine people, Dai-
ley said he’s thankful.
“I can’t give up. I only look for-

ward,” Dailey said. “People ask me
‘How come you’re not stressed out?’
I just keep on praying.”
The son they live with now is get-

ting ready to move to a smaller
place, so soon they will have to find
a place to rent, he said. 
Luke Barefoot, co-owner and

managing partner of The Ware-
house along with Johnny Gardner, is
excited to help flood victims.
“Flood Recovery Mondays is a

way The Warehouse family and
sponsors can assist selected families
that lost their home in the flood and
had no insurance,” Barefoot said.
“Chef Rath Dailey is loved by our
management, staff and patrons. He
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Battling Bucksport’s water damage
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