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Superintendent Rick Maxey re-

ceived the results of his yearly 
evaluation from the Horry County 
Board of Education on Monday, 
and that included a raise of more 
than $32,000. 

“Dr. Maxey’s job performance is 
highly effective,” board chairman 
Ken Richardson said. “The district 

continues to per-
form well and is 
headed in the 
right direction … 
we thank Dr. 
Maxey for his 
leadership.” 

The board 
voted unani-
mously to move 
Maxey’s salary 

from $227,304 to $260,000 per 

year. They also boosted his month-
ly automobile allowance to $1,000 
per month and raised the district 
contribution to his annuity to 15%. 

His contract will also be extend-
ed another year through June 30, 
2025. 

Vice chairman Neil James said 
he wanted to assure his con-
stituents that this decision was 
data-driven. 

“Compared to other districts 

across the state, these [increases] 
are certainly justified,” James said. 

District 4 member David Cox en-
couraged people to check the 
salaries of superintendents in 
other districts, as well as those of 
other CEOs in the county. 

“These numbers are fair and 
these numbers are just,” Cox said. 
“Dr. Maxey’s job is hard and it is 
stressful.” 

Cox mentioned a Lowcountry 

superintendent who makes 
$210,000 per year and only has a 
master’s degree, and another Up-
state superintendent whose salary 
comes in at approximately 
$185,000 per year. 

“Times have been hard the last 
two or three years, and I really ap-
preciate the superintendent and 
how his staff has come together to 
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HCS superintendent gets raise, contract extension

Maxey
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Arabella and Felicity Fisher were 

thrilled to go inside their new home 
last week — so much so that they 
took it upon themselves to do the 
ceremonial ribbon cutting while 
their father, U.S. Marine Corps Staff 
Sgt. Eric Fisher, was still making his 
way across the street. 

“I was not prepared for that,” Fish-
er chuckled. “I can’t keep up with 
them sometimes.” 

After the ribbon was retied and a 
second ribbon cutting took place, 
the Fischer family set foot in their 
new home, starting a fresh chapter 
in their lives. 

Standing in the kitchen, Fisher 
wiped away tears as he flipped 

through a picture book detailing all 
the work that had gone into making 
this dream a reality. 

“It’s amazing, a huge blessing,” 
Fisher said. “There’s no words to re-
ally describe it.” 

Fisher said finally going inside 
and walking around the two-story 
home, which is nestled in the 
Forestbrook Estates community, 
was huge for he and his wife Brean-
na, their two daughters and his serv-
ice dog Oakley. 

“I know they finally got a roof over 
their head,” Fisher said. “Seeing that 
excitement and hope for them is 
amazing.” 

Upon entering the home, a small 
dining room sits immediately to 
one’s right. That dining room leads 
to the kitchen area which overlooks 

a spacious living room, complete 
with a couch to fit the whole family 
and a flatscreen TV mounted into 
the wall. Down the hall to one’s left, 
tucked between the staircase and 
the living room, is where the largest 
bedroom is. Fisher and his wife were 
emotional seeing the fully furnished 
bedroom and bathroom. 

After taking in the downstairs, the 
Fishers made their way to their back 
porch, Fisher’s service dog Oakley 
ran circles in the fenced backyard, 
enjoying every single stride. 

Upstairs, Arabella and Felicity 
couldn’t contain themselves as they 
took in their own separate bed-
rooms, along with a big playroom 
featuring a pink tent filled with 
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Veteran walks through mortgage-free home for first time on Veterans Day

IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING | IAN.BROOKING@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Eric Fisher and his wife Breanna look at their 
daughters (on the front porch) after they excitedly and prematurely cut the 
ceremonial ribbon. 
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The room focused on the 

little woman in the blue-
green dress.  

She blew kisses. She 
dipped in for hugs. She 
pointed to folks in the crowd 
with wide smiles of recogni-
tion. For more than half a 
century, Lois Eargle had 
known how to work a room, 
and her last Horry County 
Council meeting as auditor 
on June 15 was no different. 

With her retirement ap-
proaching, the council chair-
man presented her a resolu-
tion outlining her accom-
plishments: state representa-
tive for District 105, county 
auditor for nearly 30 years, 
highway commissioner, 
Horry County Republican 
Party chairwoman. The list 
was so long it had to be con-
densed. Before she left the 
podium, Eargle received an 
American flag and note from 
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham 
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‘SHE WAS A STATESWOMAN’
Friends,  
family  
remember 
Lois Eargle 

CHARLES D. PERRY | CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.CO. 
Longtime Horry County Auditor Lois Eargle smiles and greets friends at the Horry County Council meeting on June 15 where council members honored Eargle for her decades of service. 
Eargle died Sunday after suffering a stroke in church. She was 85 years old. Eargle also served in the S.C. House of Representatives.
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