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Visitors
love it!
The new Kingston Park at
the corner of Fourth Av-
enue and Main Street is lit
up at night in the same
fashion as the downtown
alleys, but with a different
light pattern. Left, the to-
piary tree and red bego-
nias together create a nice
contrast to the original
mural painted by Conway
artist Tommy Simpson.

Q. I see paving going on
all over Conway. When are
they going to pave Cultra
Road?
A. An exact start date

hasn’t been set yet because
it depends on completion
of the repairs to the Main
Street Memorial Bridge, ac-
cording to Anna Barnhill,
the S.C. Department of
Transportation’s construc-
tion engineer in Conway.
Barnhill says the goal

now is for the bridge to re-
open by Memorial Day,
and if it does, work should
begin on Cultra Road in
early June.
There is one other con-

sideration for the SCDOT
crews, according to Barn-
hill, who says Horry Elec-
tric Cooperative officials
want to reconfigure some
of their driveways.
The SCDOT hopes to co-

ordinate its work with the
Cooperative so neither
group has to tear up or
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The S.C. Court of Appeals
has rejected a Conway man’s
appeal for compensation for
his wrongful conviction and
years in prison, but his strug-
gle for justice is not over, ac-
cording to his attorney.
Robert Andrew Palmer

spent four years in prison
after being convicted of
killing a 17-month-old child,
but the S.C. Supreme Court

later exonerated him and he
was released.
Palmer then filed a civil

lawsuit in March of 2016.
After Circuit Court Judge

Benjamin Culbertson ruled
that the State of South Car-
olina should not be held re-
sponsible for the error,
Palmer’s attorney Gene M.
Connell Jr. of Surfside Beach
appealed the decision to the
S.C. Supreme Court, whose
justices transferred the case
over to the S.C. Court of Ap-

peals.
That court upheld Culbert-

son’s ruling this past week
saying there is no provision
in state law that calls for
compensation for people
who are wrongfully con-
victed. The ruling also says
this is not the same as a “tak-
ing” where government must
compensate people for tak-
ing their property in situa-
tions like road construction.
Palmer was sentenced to

35 years in prison in Novem-

ber of 2011 after being found
guilty of homicide by child
abuse, unlawful conduct to-
ward a child and aiding and
abetting homicide by chil-
dren.
He filed a lawsuit in March

of 2016 claiming he was in-
jured by the wrongful deten-
tion, deprivation of liberty,
deprivation of his freedom,
restriction of his movement
and confinement without

Court rejects compensation for wrongful conviction

Conway native wins award for business idea to aid veterans
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway native Brooks
Herring will continue to
make a difference in the
lives of veterans after win-
ning the S.C. Research Au-
thority (SCRA) Fan Favorite
award at the 10th Annual
Proving Ground entrepre-

neurship competition at
the University of South
Carolina in March.  
Herring’s idea won

$5,000 in funding for his
project called RunPHASE,
which is a triad of physical
therapy, strength training
and peer counseling that
serves as a secondary reha-
bilitation program for vet-

erans. It uses fitness train-
ing in an effort to remove
physical and psychological
barriers that may block
them from reintegrating
into civilian society. 
“RunPHASE picks up

where the Veterans Admin-
istration leaves off, and fills
gaps in treatment for veter-
ans recovering from com-

bat trauma,” Herring said. 
Finalists in the Proving

Ground had five minutes to
make their pitch for their
business, followed by seven
minutes of questioning by
the judges. Herring’s Fan
Favorite award came after
presenting directly to the
audience, who heard the
pitches and voted for the

one they liked best. 
The Conway High School

graduate said it was a lot of
fun pitching Run PHASE to
the judges, since he has
been presenting in front of
groups (be it academic or
military) for years. He also
has spent time on stage as
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Everyone

loves city’s

newest park
BY KATHY ROPP
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Although it isn’t quite com-
plete at this point, the new
Kingston Park in Downtown
Conway was a busy place re-
cently all through the day and
into the evening.
“I think it’s beautiful,” said

Tommy Moore, who owns
Norman’s Cleaners just across
Fourth Avenue from the park.
“The good part is I probably
get to see it more than anyone
in town.”
And about the original

mural featuring the old Shoo-
fly train that once traveled
Conway’s Main Street, painted
by artist Tommy Simpson,
Moore said, “That is some
kind of style. Yeah, it looks real
good.”
Beautiful is a word that

keeps coming up when peo-
ple talk about the park. Con-
nie and David Turner and
their granddaughter Sarah
Turner were strolling in the
park on a recent evening.
“I think it’s absolutely beau-

tiful,” Connie said. “It’s a great
use of this space and the
plantings in here are so differ-
ent; they’re awesome. This
corner really has been an eye-
sore for a long time.”
David especially liked the

mural saying the details are
amazing. 
“The waterfall, I like it,” he

said as Connie added, “I can’t
find anything I don’t like
about it. I love it.”
Winthrop student Sarah,

home for Easter, said despite
the pleasing historical feel of
the park, it doesn’t look old. It
looks new and fresh.
Traffic was busy in the park

Thursday when a former sign
painter came to sit and study
the painting, and others came
to have their pictures taken in
front of the Shoo-fly mural
and the waterfall.
Dennis Murdock, who rolled
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