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|  YOU ASKED FOR IT |

Man convicted of Parker murders hopes for new trial
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A man serving two life sen-
tences in state prison for the
murders of Conwayites Char-
lie and Diane Parker was in
Horry County court Tuesday
asking for a new trial.
Bruce Antwain Hill, 34, and

his attorney Matthew Swilley
argued before Judge Christine
Curtis in a post-conviction re-
lief hearing that his original

trial lawyer Ron Hazzard
didn’t handle his case prop-
erly and that errors in the trial
caused him to be treated un-
fairly. 
The Parkers were murdered

in their home on S.C. 90 near
its intersection with S.C. 22.
Evidence presented toward
the end of the first trial indi-
cated there was blood in the
Parker home that did not be-
long to either of the Parkers or
Richard Gagnon, who was

originally found guilty of the
murders. Gagnon spent eight
years in jail before his convic-
tion was overturned in 2013
because an inmate, who testi-
fied in his trial that Gagnon
told him he did it, recanted
his testimony. 
Prosecutors knew during

Gagnon’s trial that there was
someone else in the Parker
home because they found
blood there that didn’t match
Gagnon’s.

Two years later that blood
sample led enforcement offi-
cials to Hill when he was ar-
rested in Tennessee and a
DNA sample taken there
matched the one collected at
the Parker home.
Hill pleaded guilty in Ten-

nessee to conspiracy to com-
mit robbery and was
sentenced to seven years in
jail. His sentence ended in
October of 2014 and he was
brought back to stand trial for

the Parkers’ murders.
Swilley and Johnny James

of the S.C. Attorney’s Office
questioned Hazzard Tuesday
about his recollection of facts
and evidence presented dur-
ing Hill’s trial.
The original theory of what

happened to the Parkers in-
volved Gagnon, who was a
love interest of Bambi Ben-
nett, Diane Parker’s daughter
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Bryson Gillig and Garrett Roberts were busy earlier this
week getting Conway’s Frazier fir at the Conway City Hall
ready for tonight’s tree lighting. City administrator Adam

Emrick told Conway City Council recently that the event
will be somewhat different than in past years, but he did-
n't share what the surprises will be.

Tree lighting kicks off Christmas
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

When the people plan-
ning Conway’s Christmas
tree lighting talk about
tonight’s event, they keep
using the words “fun” and
“surprises”.
“This year for the tree

lighting everyone needs to
come because they are just
going to be wowed by the
magic of Christmas,” said
Conway Downtown Alive
director Hillary Howard.

“Now I can’t reveal all the
details. It’s truly going to be
magical. We have a couple
of surprises in store.”
But she subtly drops this

hint: “Let’s just say it
should be great weather,
but there might be a
chance of snow.”
The tree lighting kicks off

three nights of fun and
shopping in Downtown
Conway with stores staying
open later and kids getting
their chances to relay their
Christmas wishes to Santa,

who will be positioned in
the Black Water Market.
Tonight’s activities, as in

past years, will include the
Conway High School
marching band, the
school’s a cappella choir,
some really talented city
employees, who will be
“taking care of some
things”, and one of
Howard’s favorites, The
Salvation Army band
whose musicians will be
playing Christmas carols.
Howard says organizers

don't even want to give out
the names of the people
who will light the 17-foot
Frazier fir that came all the
way from Cardinal Farms
in Jefferson, N.C.
She will say, “It’s some

faces that were very in-
volved in assisting people
during the trying times
during the flooding.”
Rounding out the event

will be Conway High
School football coach Carl-

Golf course price lowered to $1.625 million
BY STEVE ROBERTSON
STEVE.ROBERTSON@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Stockkholders will have to settle for
about $400,000 less than what was
originally offered to buy the Conway
golf course after a ruling this past
week by Horry County Master in Eq-
uity Cynthia Howe.
Beverly Homes successfully peti-

tioned the court to lower the pur-
chase price from $2.065 million to
$1.625 million, its appraised value.
The sale of the 66-acre property is

expected to close within 20 business
days of the ruling made by Judge
Howe Nov. 20.
Forrest Beverly, testifying on behalf

of Beverly Homes, said the firm asked

Conway Golf Club’s board of directors
to accept a lower price after learning
that the City of Conway is considering
changing requirements for minimum
lot sizes.
Beverly said the initial offer for the

golf course property was based on
7,500-square-foot lots, which would
have allowed the developer to con-
struct up to 200 homes.
However, city council gave first

reading to an ordinance this past
week to change the minimum lot size
to 10,000-square-feet, which will re-
duce the number of lots available for
homes, Beverly said.
Attorney Doug Zayicek, represent-

Q. Who works for the
S.C. Lottery that earns be-
tween $30,000 and
$50,000, the amounts cov-
ered by the S.C. Freedom
of Information Act?
A. You’re right about the

salaries in that range being
public, but they aren’t
given in exact dollar
amounts. They are given in
$4,000 ranges.
There are 45 employees

who fit into that category.
Earning between $30,000

and $33,999 are Marietta C.
Giddens, inside sales rep-
resentative; Mikel
Lawhorn, inside sales rep-

resentative; Dawn Tuffli,
claims assistant I; and
Pamela Wallace, adminis-
trative support specialist.
Earning between $34,000

and $37,999 are Elizabeth
Carroll, licensing represen-
tative; Mary A. Frazee, in-
side sales representative;
Jessica Hasting, associate
marketing/sales represen-
tative; Ashley Langley, sales
promotions coordinator;
and Wayne Stevenson-
Wright, computer operator,
part time. 
Earning between $38,000
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State board swiftly denies
parole for Sidney Moorer
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

COLUMBIA-Sidney
Moorer will remain in
prison.
Despite insisting that he'd

bettered himself during his
time in prison, Moorer was
denied parole at a hearing in
Columbia Tuesday.
A three-member panel of

the S.C. Board of Paroles and
Pardons made a swift unani-
mous vote to deny bond for
Moorer, who appeared be-
fore panelists via teleconfer-
ence. He is charged with
kidnapping and conspiracy
to commit kidnapping in
connection with the disap-
pearance of Heather Elvis.

Moorer’s trial for kidnap-
ping in 2016 ended in a mis-
trial when the jury
deadlocked, but he was
found guilty in 2017 of ob-
structing the police investi-
gation and sentenced to 10
years in prison. He is cur-
rently jailed in Lee Correc-
tional Institution in
Bishopville.
His wife, Tammy Moorer,

who was also charged with
kidnapping and conspiracy
to kidnap in the Heather
Elvis case, was tried sepa-
rately from her husband. A
jury found her guilty at the
conclusion of her October
trial and a judge sentenced
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Charges dropped against

WPMS volunteer coach
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A volunteer coach for
Whittemore Park Middle
School’s B-team who, ac-
cording to a police report,
pushed a 70-year-old offi-
cial and struck him in the
face with an open hand
during a game against
Aynor Middle earlier this
month, will not face fines
or charges from the City
of Conway police.
Conway Police Chief

Dale Long said Wednes-
day that the victim de-
clined to pursue charges
against Brantley so the
case is closed. If the vic-
tim had moved forward
with charges and Brantley
was found guilty, he
could have faced fines as
much as $2,125.
The 50-year-old had

been an unpaid, volun-

teer member of the
WPMS coaching staff for
10 years, according to
WPMS head coach Aaron
Wilkes.
“He’s been there as long

as I have,” Wilkes said
earlier this month.
Wilkes declined to

comment further on the
incident.
The Conway police re-

port said the victim did
not complain of any in-
juries.
Horry County Schools

spokesperson Lisa
Bourcier said Wednesday
morning she could not
comment further on any
punishment that might
come Brantley’s way from
the district, although ear-
lier this month she told
The Horry Independent
that because he was an
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