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The public can now get in
touch and receive answers
quicker through a service the
city of Loris began offering
this past week.
A new box popped up on

Loris’s city website last
Monday with information
about how to report issues
like potholes, ask questions
about upcoming city meet-
ings and sign up to receive
notifications from city hall.
The program — TextMyGov

— is expected to make it

more convenient for the pub-
lic to receive answers, some-
times without having to call
or visit city hall.
“With something like this,

if you’re already visiting our
webpage and confused or
not getting the answer, this
will enable you to interact
with us quicker and with
more convenience,” said
Keith Massey, the city’s inter-
im clerk.
Here’s how it works: By tex-

ting “Hi” to 843-428-6444,
you will receive an automat-
ed message thanking you for
contacting the city and

explaining how to ask for
information or report an
issue. From there, a person

can text a question or prob-
lem. If the question or issue
cannot be answered with a

general response that is pro-
gramed into the database, an
email will be sent to a city
employee to answer. For
example, a question about
water and sewer will be sent
to the water and sewer
department.
Massey said the program,

which can be used 24/7, will
also help identify a potential-
ly bigger issue if multiple
people are reporting a prob-
lem in the same area.
Those texting the city can

also choose to remain
anonymous.
In addition to texting to

report a problem or ask a
question, citizens may also
opt in for notifications from
city hall by texting “LORIS” to
918-96. By signing up for
updates, citizens will receive
future notifications that may
include emergency manage-
ment information during a
storm or other alerts that
impact the city.
Overall, the texting service

and updates are tools to help
the city interact with the
public, Massey said.
“It’s more convenient for

both the city and the public,”
he said.
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Address Service Requested

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, age or reprisal or retal-
iation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabil-
ities who require alternative
means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency

(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-
able in languages other than
English. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.htm

l and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-9992.
Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410. (2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

New city program allows public to
report problems in Loris, ask questions

“With something like this, if you’re already

visiting our webpage and confused or not

getting the answer, this will enable you to

interact with us quicker and with more

convenience.”

Keith Massey
City of Loris interim clerk
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A total of 18 horses were seized in an animal neglect case and cared for by the Horry County Animal Care Center. 
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More than one dozen horses
that were seized in an animal
abuse and neglect case in June
were up for auction through
Sunday.
In early June, a total of 20 hors-

es were seized following an inves-
tigation by the Horry County
Police Department and were
placed in the care of the Horry
County Animal Care Center. Two

horses had to be humanely euth-
anized due to their conditions.
Angela Nester and Elka Carter

were charged in the case, accord-
ing to police. Nester owned 16 of
the horses and was issued 16 cita-
tions for animal cruelty. Carter
owned four of the horses and was
issued four citations for animal
cruelty.
The remaining 18 horses stayed

in the care of staff and volunteers
at HCACC until they were ready
to be put up for auction. Many of

the horses are Gypsy Vanner.
HCACC said the auction is being
held by a third party, Horse
Auctions USA, to keep the auc-
tion fair.
As of 2 p.m. Friday, nearly 350

bids had been placed over the 15
lots up for auction. Four horses
were currently holding bids over
$10,000, with the highest bid cur-
rently being for Rosie and her
four-month-old colt Spot at
$14,500. 
Over $100,000 in bids were

placed. The auction proceeds will
help the Animal Care Center
recover from the unexpected
costs related to the care of the
horses and will then be designat-
ed to a fund for the future care of
animals in need, including hors-
es.
Those that  participated in the

auction could only purchase one
of the horses, except for those
female horses that are accompa-
nied by their colt.
The auction closed Sunday. 

Filing open for
three Loris City
Council seats
until Sept. 2
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Filing opened last week for three seats
on the Loris City Council. Candidates can
file to run through noon Sept. 2.
The seats held by council members

Michael Suggs, Terrence Hardee and
Carroll Padgett are up for election in
November.
Suggs and Padgett filed for reelection

the day filing opened on Thursday. 
As of Monday before press deadline, no

other candidates have filed for the elec-
tion.
Padgett joined council in 2019 after win-

ning a special election to fill the vacant
council seat Todd Harrelson left when
elected mayor of Loris.
Padgett, who was previously the long-

time city attorney, said he initially ran for
council to help the city move toward a bet-
ter financial state.
“[I’m] looking forward to putting the city

back on a good financial status,” he said.
Suggs, the longest serving member on

council, said he enjoys serving the city of
Loris by being part of council.
“It’s one of the ways I give back to the

community,” he said. 
Suggs expressed a similar opinion to

Padgett’s regarding the city’s financial state,
stating he would like to see the city “get
into a sound financial position” and have
the audits completed that have not been
done over the last four years.
“Once that’s done, I think we can move

forward on a lot of things,” Suggs said.
Hardee did not respond for comment

when asked if he planned to run again.
In order to run for city council, candi-

dates are required to pay the $50 filing fee,
must provide proof of residency and file a
statement of candidacy and a statement of
economic interest.
The election is Nov. 2 and voters may

vote at the East Loris precinct (Loris
Elementary School) and the West Loris
precinct (James P. Stevens County Office
Complex on Walnut Street).
Terms for the three council seats are

from Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2025.
To vote in the election, residents must

have lived in the city of Loris for at least 30
days prior to the election. Citizens can vote
by mail or in person until Oct. 2.

Auction closed for horses seized in
Horry County animal neglect case


