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Weather
High 81, rain 80%

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 70, rain 80%

THURSDAY

High 83, rain 80%

FRIDAY

High 84, rain 80%

SATURDAY

High 85, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, age or reprisal or retal-
iation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabil-
ities who require alternative
means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency

(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-
able in languages other than
English. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.htm

l and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-9992.
Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410. (2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

Rec director candidate turns down job offer

BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The city of Loris hired a
longtime Horry County parks
and recreation employee to
lead the city’s recreation
department in July, but the
council did not have a public
vote to approve the hiring.
Days later, the soon-to-be

employee said he would not
be taking the job due to per-

sonal reasons, city officials
said, though he had complet-
ed onboarding paperwork,
the city confirmed July 28.
The hiring process was man-
aged by Mayor Todd
Harrelson, and that has frus-
trated some council mem-
bers, who disagree with the
mayor making what they
contend should be a council
decision.

“That should not happen,”

council member Carroll
Padgett said. “We ought to be
aware of everything that goes
on in the city. Council is sup-
posed to make all decisions.”
Harrelson defended the

decision, saying he spends 40
to 50 hours per week filling in
as the city’s administrator.
That position has been vacant
for nearly a year. 
In March, city council

passed a motion unanimous-

ly that states “no major pur-
chases or the hiring or termi-
nation of City of Loris
employees be made” without
approval by city council. 
At the same meeting, coun-

cil also unanimously
approved to allow Harrelson
to be given authority to
supervise city employees
while the city searches for a
city administrator. However,
city attorney Kenneth Moss

said the mayor has not been
given full administrator duties
or powers.
In April, city council passed

a motion to advertise and fill
vacant positions, including
the recreation director, water
clerk and public works
department head. The
motion clarified that the city
intended to fill current open
positions and was not intend-
ed to hire new ones. The

motion did not specify who
was in charge of ultimately
making the hire.
Harrelson confirmed July

26 that the city hired Robert
Freeman, who has about 17
years of experience working
the parks and recreation
department with the county.
Harrelson said the hiring was
“perfectly legal.”
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Some council members frustrated with mayor-led hiring process

McLeod Health's complex in Carolina Forest spans 43 acres. 

State approves three hospital projects 
DHEC has supported plans for four Horry County hospital projects this year
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

State officials approved plans
for three new hospitals in Horry
County this week, a decision
that could add 143 hospital
beds countywide and nearly
eliminate the area’s projected
bed shortage.
Along with the earlier

approval of Conway Medical
Center’s plans for a Carolina
Forest hospital, the state
Department of Health and
Environmental Control’s latest
findings mean that this year the
state agency has supported

four providers’ efforts to build
hospitals in the county.
Tidelands Health plans to

construct a hospital in Socastee
while McLeod Health expects
to add one at its existing med-
ical campus in Carolina Forest.
Grand Strand Health, which
sought state approval for
upgrading its South Strand

Medical Center and adding a
patient bed tower at its Myrtle
Beach hospital, received
approval for the South Strand
project but saw DHEC reject its
proposal for the tower.
“Approval of all three appli-

cations will exceed the need for
general hospital beds in Horry
County,” DHEC’s senior con-

sultant David Fiorini wrote in a
Monday letter to Grand Strand
Health CEO Mark Sims,
explaining the agency’s deci-
sion. “The Department further
finds that Tidelands and
McLeod’s projects most fully
comply with the requirements,
goals, and purposes of the
Certificate of Need [CON] pro-
gram, the [state health] Plan,
and the applicable project
review criteria.”
Fiorini also noted that the

last three versions of the state
health plan have highlighted
the need for more than 100
beds at the hospital, yet Grand

Strand has asked for only an
additional 32 beds until its
most recent proposals. DHEC
even granted Grand Strand’s
request for the 32 beds in 2019,
yet that project has not been
completed, according to public
records.
“Tidelands and McLeod’s

proposed timelines for comple-
tion of their projects, along with
Grand Strand’s history of delay
in applying for and implement-
ing CON approval to add gen-
eral hospital beds, contributed
to the Department’s finding

“This is a momentous day for people

across our region.”

Bruce Bailey
Tidelands Health president and CEO

HOSPITALS, A3

REC DIRECTOR, A2

Worley faces
uphill fight
to change the
way Horry
County Council
members
are elected
BY CHARLES D. PERRY AND
CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

An Horry County council-
man has launched a cam-
paign to
change the
way county
council
members
are elected,
but he
faces a
steep chal-
lenge to
make his
wish a real-
ity.
Frustrated by his peers’

recent support for a contro-
versial rezoning in his dis-
trict, North Strand
Councilman Harold Worley
said he wants all council
members to be elected
countywide. He maintains
this would make them more
accountable to voters out-
side the communities they
call home.
“We would be more

responsive to people in
other districts if they had an
opportunity to vote for us or
against us,” Worley said. “It
puts the power back in the
hands of the voters.”
Under Worley’s proposal,

the county would still be
divided into 11 districts rep-
resented by council mem-
bers who live in those com-
munities. But rather than
answering to the voters of a
specific district, each council
member would be chosen
by all of the county’s more
than 262,000 registered vot-
ers.
That means Conway vot-

ers would get a say in
Carolina Forest’s representa-
tion and North Myrtle Beach
voters could help decide
Garden City’s next council
member. The council chair
would still be elected coun-
tywide and could come from

Worley
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