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Conway council considers standards for nicer subdivisions

Senior volleyball player Kamille Patrick was crowned Conway High School homecoming
queen by Principal Lee James and outgoing queen Regan Richardson during halftime fes-
tivities of Friday night’s CHS-South Florence football game.

Queen crowned ROBERT ANDERSON / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Conway High School freshmen were responsible for this
nice float in Friday’s homecoming parade. The Tigers took

it to the Bruins Friday night and are now 3-0 in region
play. See more pictures on B2.
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Lawmakers seek specifics
for a new Busbee Bypass 
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

State lawmakers want to
see more details about the
Busbee Bypass before de-
ciding if they will support
the Conway road and
bridge project.
The proposed bypass

would connect U.S. 701
South with S.C. 544 via a
bridge over the Waccamaw
River. Last week, the road’s
supporters met with the
Horry County Legislative

Delegation in Conway. Sev-
eral lawmakers said they
liked the idea, but they
want to see a cost estimate
and a specific map of the
route, including the impact
on private landowners. 
“There’s a good bit, I

think, that needs to be
brought to us,” said state
Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-Con-
way. “It’s kind of hard to go
up there [to Columbia] and
say, ‘Well, we need money.
We don’t know how
much.’” 
The bypass is the brain-

child of Realtor Jimmy Jor-
dan, who is chairing a by-
pass committee organized
by the Conway Chamber of
Commerce. The committee
consists of local leaders
who support the project,
including Coastal Carolina
University President David
DeCenzo, Horry County
Councilman Johnny
Vaught, Horry County Au-
ditor Lois Eargle and Con-
way Mayor Barbara
Blain-Bellamy.

BUSBEE BYPASS, A2

AAST reduced to juniors and seniors only; Scholars to be a standalone school
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Eighth-grader Glenn
Graves came before the
school board Monday night
to plead with them not to
take the Academy of Arts,
Science and Technology op-
portunity away from incom-
ing freshmen, saying he had
worked hard for years for

the chance to apply.
Graves did not get his

wish.
“I learned about it in the

third grade, and I worked
my tail off to [try] and get
into it,” Graves said to the
board. “The year I’m going
in, it’s going to be taken
away from me.”
The school board voted

later that night to make

AAST available to juniors
and seniors only, and this
year’s freshman class will be
the last freshman class from
now on, but the students al-
ready there will be allowed
to continue on their current
paths and graduate from
the program.
The motion approved

said that STEM programs in
base high schools across the

district will continue to be
expanded, and with the
elimination of freshmen
and sophomores, there will
be more room for juniors
and seniors who want to
specialize in a specific
major at that point.
The vote was met with

dejected sighs and some
tears from attendees.
“It’s a top ten performing

school and you want to
change it,” said AAST parent
Susan McDonald.
HCS Superintendent Rick

Maxey said when this year’s
freshman class applied,
there were 570 applicants
and only 134 invited, with a
final 108 who committed.
That left 436 who were de-
nied entry.
Their current enrollment

is 626, and proponents of
the change said that fresh-
man entry is no longer nec-
essary given the increased
STEM opportunities at base
high schools.
Board Vice Chair John

Poston said he is a big sup-
porter of STEM, but he is
not convinced that “taking
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BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The City of Conway is tak-
ing steps toward imple-
menting some stronger
standards for homebuilders
that they hope will improve
the looks of the city’s new
subdivisions.
At a meeting of council’s

planning committee Mon-

day night, members got
their first introduction to
the suggested changes, but
took no action on the plan
and sent it on to the city’s
planning commission with-
out a recommendation.
The first step in the

process was asking citizens
and city staff to take a sur-
vey of Conway homes, eval-
uating each home’s

appearance. City planners
then incorporated these
preferences into the new
standards.
A day after Monday’s

meeting, Councilman
William Goldfinch was
eager for Conway’s builders
and developers to know
that the plan has a long way
to go before it’s final.
“It’s like a big ball of clay,

and you shape it and you
claim it. We are going to
reach out to local develop-
ers and local real estate ex-
perts for the discussion and
get some feedback and get
this thing right,” he said.
Goldfinch said he doesn’t

think most of the council
members understand
building well enough to fi-
nalize the plan, which,

among other things, pro-
hibits vinyl siding in R-1, R-
2, R-3 and R-4 zones,
requires sidewalks from
houses to driveways or
street sidewalks and much
more.
The plan also calls for a

12-inch overhang on the
eaves of new homes; a five-
foot space between side-
walks and streets; street

widths of 20-feet instead of
the 24-feet required now;
street trees, in the five-foot
space, that must be tended
by the homeowner or a
homeowners’ association;
crawl spaces or slabs built
18-inches above grade ele-
vation; storage spaces with
opaque fencing for recre-
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Naming rights

can be bought
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Anyone who wants to
donate $1 million to the
City of Conway can claim
the naming rights to the
Conway Recreation Cen-
ter’s building.
That’s one idea and price

that was given a thumbs up
by Conway City Council at
its meeting Monday night.
But naming rights for a

track at Collins Park or the
disc golf course at the Wac-
camaw River Park may
come as low as $5,000.
Between those two are

Athletic fields, $10,000-
$20,000; a concession
stand, $10,000; tennis
courts at Collins Park,
$10,000 per court; and the
observation deck at the
Waccamaw River Park,
$10,000.
The price to see a chosen

name on a playground will
be $100,000. For $25,000, a
donor can see a name of
his choice on a play-
ground’s POD area or a
playground’s picnic shel-
ter.
At the Recreation Center,

$25,000 will earn the right
to a name on one of three
meeting rooms, the
kitchen, aerobics room,
pool party room or child-
care room.
Playground bathrooms

are listed now at $50,000,
but a name on a plaque at
Kingston Park comes for
only $250.
Other costs at the Recre-

ation Center are listed now
at $125,000 for the swim-
ming pool and $50,000 for
the administrative offices.
The Parks and Recre-

ation Department has al-
ready sold the naming
rights to the gymnasium
floor for $75,000.
Conway’s Parks and

Recreation Director Ashley
Smith told a city council
committee Monday night
and later the Conway City
Council that he investi-
gated or called recreation
departments in South Car-
olina, North Carolina, Vir-
ginia and California to
query them about how
they handle naming rights.
The new proposal for
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