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The ladies at Rivertown Roasters
were so supportive of the develop-
ment of Kingston Park that they
donated an outside wall for a mural
and now they bring the mural to life
every Tuesday when they roast their
coffee beans.

“It actually sounds like the train is
running because the roaster is mak-
ing the noise of the train
running…like at low speed,” said
Lee Gallagher, who owns the busi-
ness along with Brenda Ivester.

After the ladies decided to join
the mural effort, the City of Conway
and Conway Downtown Alive gave
them three photos asking them to
choose their favorite, which was
then given to artist Tommy
Simpson to duplicate on the Third
Avenue side of Rivertown Roasters.

Because they wanted to bring
their coffee bean roaster back from
a warehouse into their coffee shop,
the duo came up with the idea of
coordinating it with the mural.

They contacted Simpson who
assured them it could be done.

Simpson came to the coffee shop
after the mural was complete to
make certain that the people who
were going to bore through two feet
of cement cut at exactly the right
place. 

Gallagher said it took about 90,
nerve-wracking minutes for the
seven-inch circular hole to be com-
pleted.

They worried that plaster might
fall inside the building or the
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Horry County’s new flood maps place
more Bucksport and Socastee properties
in high-risk zones, county officials said.

The preliminary flood maps, which
were prepared by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the S.C. Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), were pub-
lished on the county’s
website (www.horrycounty.org/gis/flood
) last week. However, the formal
approval process might take until 2020. 

“An exact schedule to complete all
these steps is not possible to determine
at this time,” county spokeswoman
Kelly Moore said via email. “But it
appears that it will take between 6 and
12 months before these new maps can
become official.” 

Once FEMA formally announces the
publication of the maps, there’s a 90-day
appeal period, said Maria Cox

Lamm, state coordinator for DNR’s
flood mitigation program. FEMA can
then review any appeals before making
its final determination on the design of
the zones. After that, Horry County
Council has six months to adopt the
maps.

“The revised preliminary map panels
have been released and all the impacted
communities have a copy of them,”
Lamm said via email.  

Last year, in the wake of Hurricane
Florence’s flood, county officials said
they expected thousands of Horry prop-
erties to be included in the high-risk
zones. However, the number of parcels
in those zones actually declined, county
officials said.

Moore stressed that more properties
were added in specific areas near the
Intracoastal Waterway and the
Waccamaw River (i.e. Bucksport and
Socastee). However, she said the maps
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Q. How old are the cur-
rent members of the
Conway City Council?

A. Conway public infor-
mation officer Taylor Newell
provided the information for
this answer.

Conway Mayor Barbara
Blain-Bellamy is 66  (until
Oct. 4); Tom Anderson is 53;
William Goldfinch is 38;
Shane Hubbard is 56; Larry
White is 65; and Jean Timbes
is 78 (until Nov. 13).

Q. Almost a quarter of a
million dollars ($237,952 to
be exact) to fully fund two
deputy city administrator
positions. Does this include
city-owned vehicles to take
home daily? If so, why is
that? Are they considered
emergency personnel on
call 24 hours a day? What,
exactly, are the specific job
duties of each of them?

A. Mary Catherine Hyman,
one of the new deputy city
administrators, is still work-
ing as the city’s planner and
still has the car assigned to
that position, according to
City Administrator Adam
Emrick. Although she is
allowed to take it home, he
said, he doesn’t think she
does.

The other deputy city
administrator John Rogers
does not have a city vehicle,
but will soon. When Emrick
gets his new vehicle, Rogers
will get the one Emrick’s
driving now. Yes, he will be
allowed to drive it home if
he chooses.

The salary of each deputy
is $84,983 so you are correct
the total for the two with
benefits is $237,952.

Emrick says the deputy
city administrator for plan-
ning will be in charge of
leading the planning depart-
ment and will be in charge
of planning, zoning, the GIS
department, development
review and economic devel-
opment and the infrastruc-
ture-related departments of
public works, public utilities,
solid waste, maintenance,
planning and building.

Here’s the official job
description for Hyman: “The
incumbent is responsible for
the management of large
scale projects, vision, plan-
ning, and various adminis-
trative [duties] in executing
decisions and providing
support and assistance to
the City Administrator. Acts
as a liaison between various
City departments and the
City Administrator regarding
mutual issues or concern.
Directs City operations in
the absence of the City
Administrator.

“Assists the City
Administrator in research-
ing, analyzing data, develop-
ing recommendations, and
report writing as required.
Uses sound judgment in
semi-routine situations fol-
lowing established policies,
procedures, and guidelines.
Performs professional work
organizing and directing the
planning, zoning, and GIS
activities of the City. The
incumbent’s responsibilities
include supervision of
department staff, develop-
ment and administration of
department budget, and
coordination of a variety of
activities related to growth,
long range planning, devel-
opment and redevelopment
within the City. 

“The incumbent works
with developers, engineers,
and architects to ensure that
development meets city
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Conway’s movie theater will
reopen next month under new
ownership.

The venue closed in January
amid the bankruptcy of its parent
company, Frank Theatres.
Missouri-based B&B Theatres has
acquired the more than 2,000-seat
building with plans to reopen the
theater in mid-October.

“We’re hoping to open Oct. 10
with 10 [screens],” said Ken Taylor,
who worked for the theater under
Frank’s leadership and has
returned under the new owner.

B&B is the sixth largest theater
chain in the United States, accord-
ing to the company’s website. The
company dates back to 1924 and
operates more than 50 theaters in
eight states. The Conway acquisi-
tion, which is already listed on the
B&B website, is the company’s first
in South Carolina. The other the-

aters are in Kansas, Florida,
Missouri, Oklahoma, Mississippi,
Iowa and Texas.

Paul Farnsworth with B&B
Theatres public relations said that
beginning Oct. 10, moviegoers will
be able to take advantage of the
B&B Theatres Backstage Pass
Loyalty Program, a free program
that awards guests for attendance
and purchases at the box office
and concession stand, as well as
ticket and concession discounts on
Tuesdays and other great

perks!  Guests can sign up online
at www.bbtheatres.com and be
ready to earn rewards.

Speaking of the 12-screen loca-
tion, B&B Theatres President and
CEO Bob Bagby said, “We are
thrilled with this opportunity and
can’t wait to get the doors
open! Conway is a beautiful com-
munity and we are so grateful to
be able to retain former general
manager Max Rittmeier. His

The Rev. Ezequiel Alcantara walks around his church for the
first time after the flood receded at Iglesia Cristiana Manantial
de Agua Viva in the Bucksport community last year.
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.A large crowd turned
out Thursday night for
the dedication of the
new Kingston Park on
Conway’s Main Street.
Here, Conway Mayor
Barbara Blain-Bellamy
cuts a ribbon officially
noting the park’s com-
pletion. Learn more
about the craftsman who
made the entry arch to
the park on P. B1.

The Spots, a hometown
singing group, provided
entertainment at
Thursday’s park dedica-
tion.

Kingston Park
dedicated
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