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Randy Webster just finished his
30th year with Horry County Govern-
ment.
There won’t be a 31st.

The county’s director
of emergency manage-
ment on Monday con-
firmed he will be retir-
ing July 31 to take a job
with a private organiza-
tion. 
“I’ve always prided

myself on getting it
done and getting it

done right and building this pro-
gram,” he said. “Overall, it’s been
good to me and I feel like I’ve con-
tributed to this community.” 
Webster, who turned 55 on Wednes-

day, declined to say where his next
stop will be, noting that his future
employer wants to make that an-
nouncement. He did say he will re-
main in the area.
“It’s not like I’m changing careers,”

he said. “Just changing locations and
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Being a parent is about raising
the child you have, not the child
you thought you’d have.
And if you are fortunate, says

author JJ Allen, that child just
might be the teacher who makes
you the person you’re supposed to
be.
The Carolina Forest area au-

thor’s most recent book, “You’re
My Favorite Everything,” is a love
story from a parent, or grandpar-
ent, to a child.
“You’re my favorite amusement

park ride, I will always be a safe
place to hide,” says one of the gor-
geously-illustrated pages, while
another says, “You’re my favorite
window with a view, You’re my fa-

vorite color and
hue.”
The mother of

four and grand-
mother of nine,
Allen made very
sure that the char-
acters in her book
strongly resemble

the ones in her life.
“I write more content to create

one picture than there are words
in the story,” she says about the
descriptions she submits to the il-
lustrator.
“Writing a book is easy, publish-

ing one is a painful labor of love.”
“You’re My Favorite Everything”

is available online through Barnes
& Noble for $15.95 in paperback
and $24.95 in hardback.
There will be a book signing Sat-

urday, June 29 from 11 a.m. – 5
p.m. at Barnes & Noble in The
Market Common.
Every child will be provided

with a goodie bag, so that even if
their parent doesn’t buy a book,
the child will not leave empty-
handed.
Self-employed in the travel in-

dustry, Allen travels extensively
and is very involved in children’s
literacy and Wounded Warrior
projects.
Profits from book sales are al-

ways put back into purchasing
more books for children with
reading issues.
Allen’s first book, “There’s a Bug

in the Tub and it Won’t Get Out,”
published in 2015, is about what
she has called “the purity of the
relationship between grandchil-

dren and grandparents.”
That book was co-authored by

Allen’s granddaughter Delilah,
who was 7-years-old at the time.
That book is available through
Amazon.com.
Allen’s nine grandchildren, the

inspiration for her books, range in
age between 6 months old and 11
years.
“As parents, we think we’re here

to teach our children, but they are
here to teach us too,” she says. 
“When I had my first grand-

child, I didn’t realize I needed her
way more than she needed me.”
Telling her children and grand-

children that they’re loved isn’t
just about saying so, Allen be-
lieves. 

JJ ALLEN, A2

Local author writes love story for grandparents, parents and children

SUBMITTED
JJ Allen of Carolina Forest wrote this book.
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Construction crews expect to
begin widening Carolina Forest
Boulevard on June 17.
Last week, Horry County staff

held a project meeting with the
contractor, Southern Asphalt,
and set that date as the starting

point for work on the long-await-
ed $54.7 million expansion.
“I know it’s hard to believe,”

David Schwerd, the county’s di-
rector of planning and zoning,
told the Carolina Forest Civic As-
sociation last month. “Some of
you probably won’t believe it
until you see it happen. … They
have 700 days, less than two

years, to have it all done.” 
The project ranks No. 3 in RIDE

III, the county’s nearly $600 mil-
lion road-building program that
is funded by a 1 percent sales tax. 
The Carolina Forest Boulevard

contract calls for expanding the
two-lane portion of the boule-
vard to four lanes from Gateway
Drive to River Oaks Drive and

building a multi-purpose path
beside the road. Officials have
discussed constructing a second
path on the eastern side of the
road, but that hasn’t been decid-
ed yet. A second path wasn’t in
the original design.
“For me, the priority is that the

BOULEVARD WIDENING, A2

Time to break ground on the boulevard

JANET MORGAN | THE CHRONICLE
The widening of Carolina Forest Boulevard is scheduled to begin June 17. County officials said the contractor has 700 days — less than two years — to complete the work.

Carolina Forest Boulevard widening scheduled to begin June 17

Horry County’s 
top emergency
management official
to retire July 31

“I have grown so much as

an individual and as a

professional all because

I’ve been allowed to.”

Randy Webster
Director of emergency management

Webster
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Phil Thompson dropped off two
checks last month. 
The Conway lawyer gave one to

the Horry County Memorial Li-
brary and he handed the other to
Coastal Carolina University.

It was a nearly $9
million delivery.
The gifts came

courtesy of the es-
tate of his uncle and
aunt, John and Bar-
bara Thompson of
Conway. They died
five days apart in

2016 and left identical gifts of $4.4
million to two local libraries: the
county’s Conway branch and the
one on the university’s campus.
“They just believed in educa-

tion,” Phil Thompson said. “And
reading was a way to get that.”
The donation is the largest the

county library system has ever re-

ceived and Coastal officials said it
is among the highest single contri-
butions from an individual to the
university. 
The gifts also came as a surprise.

Not even the Thompsons’ friends
and family knew about their inten-
tions until after their deaths.
“They were very private people,”

Phil Thompson said. 
The Thompsons had no chil-

dren. They didn’t travel much, out-
side of John Thompson’s occasion-
al trips to Gamecock football
games or to fish near Gunter’s Is-
land. They lived in a modest brick 
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Conway lawyer, wife leave nearly $9 million to local libraries

Thompson
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