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Carolina Forest neighborhood sees setback in push to buy light poles
 
 
 

Plantation Lakes 
pays Santee 

Cooper more than 
$8,500 each 

month for light 
poles.  
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When Santee Cooper sent 

Bob Sweet an email last month, 
the Plantation Lakes homeown-
er hoped the message would fi-
nally explain how his neighbor-
hood could acquire its 220 light 
poles from the utility. 

Instead, he was informed that 
the process was much more 
complicated than he — and 
some utility staff — had imag-
ined. It would take an act of the 
state’s General Assembly to 
make that transfer happen. 

“The majority of the people in 

the HOAs don’t have a clue how 
much money they are throwing 
down the drain because of mo-
nopolistic practices like this,” 
Sweet said. “We need to figure 
out how to get the word out to 
them to generate a lot of right-
eous indignation over this situa-
tion.” 

Before he received the Oct. 31 
email, Sweet had spent months 
exchanging messages and calls 
with Santee Cooper staff, even 
meeting in person to discuss his 
questions. Plantation Lakes’ pri-
mary concern is the more than 
$8,500 per month the commu-
nity pays to lease light poles and 

pay for their power. The neigh-
borhood's leaders estimate the 
community has covered the 
cost of the infrastructure multi-
ple times over.  

Sweet serves on Plantation 
Lakes' street lights committee, 
and he’s also reached out to 
other property owners associa-
tions about his concerns. The 
Carolina Forest Civic Associa-
tion has been working with 
Sweet and the association has 
even dedicated a section of its  
to this issue. 

Until last month, there was 
 

LIGHT POLES, A3 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
The sun sets in Myrtle Beach last week as Horry County Council unanimously voted to cancel its I-73 contract with the S.C. Department of Transportation.

Analysis of records in HCS lawsuit against Myrtle Beach will likely last weeks 
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 
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After more than an hour of con-
tentious arguments in Beaufort 
County last week, Myrtle Beach, 
Horry County and Horry County 
Schools agreed to extend the dis-
covery period in the county and 
school district’s suit against Myrtle 
Beach over how the tax incremen-
tal financing (TIF) funds were 
spent in the Myrtle Beach Air 

Force Base Redevelopment area. 
It will likely be another three or 

four weeks before the school dis-
trict completes its analysis of 
transaction data that it plans to get 
from the city, officials said. 

In December 2018, the school 
district and county sued Myrtle 
Beach over its new plan for the re-
development area that includes 
The Market Common.  

The new 2017 plans excluded a 
new school that was originally 

promised to the district. The 
school district also took issue with 
the city’s expenditures of excess 
TIF funds.  

After millage rates were frozen in 
2004, the school district and coun-
ty continued to receive tax  rev-
enue  based on the 2004 property 
appraisal values with the under-
standing that any taxes generated 
from the area’s rising property val-
ues would be used to pay off 
bonds issued for improvements in 

the redevelopment area. 
That agreement was made when 

the plans included a new school in 
the area, but the city removed the 
school from the plans in 2017, cit-
ing a lack of students.  

The plaintiffs also argue that the 
city was supposed to issue refunds 
to the county and school district 
for any excess TIF funding that 
wasn’t spent on infrastructure 
projects.  

Instead, the plaintiffs allege that 

the city used TIF funds on mainte-
nance and other projects that were 
not in the redevelopment plan and 
did not issue any refunds until 
2019, despite excess funds. 

John Hoefer, the attorney repre-
senting Myrtle Beach, said the 
city’s expenditures of funds were 
legal and proper, and that the city 
had complied with every discovery 
request the  
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Horry County’s I-73 con-

tract died last week, yet the 
fate of a proposed settlement 
between the county and 
Grand Strand cities remains 
unclear. 

If that settlement were to 
be approved by all the 
groups involved, it would 
generate more than $14.5 
million annually for I-73. But 
if it fails, that would essen-
tially end any local attempt 
to pay for the interstate. 

“We either have an agree-
ment or we don’t,” said Horry 
County Council Chairman 
Johnny Gardner, who wants 
all the councils to vote on the 
deal next month. “There’s 
eight bodies voting on this 
thing. And all it takes is one 
to vote it down and we’re 
back to the drawing board. I 
don’t think that would hap-
pen, but who knows? I’ve 
seen stranger things happen. 
So we need to go ahead and 
get it done.” 

The settlement centers on 
the county’s 1.5% hospitality 
fee, which has traditionally 
been collected on restaurant 
meals, hotel stays and ad-
mission tickets sold county-
wide. The fee was created in 
the 1990s to pay for road 
projects such as S.C. 31 and 

HAS THE SUN SET ON I-73?

S.C. 22. 
County leaders had 

planned to use that money 
for I-73, but they also hoped 
to spend some of those dol-
lars on improving public 

safety services. That upset 
some municipal leaders, 
who objected to fees being 
collected inside their bor-
ders paying for county serv-
ices. The City of Myrtle 

Beach sued the county in 
March, accusing the county 
of illegally collecting the fee 
inside city limits. North 
Myrtle Beach and Surfside 
Beach leaders also joined 

the push to end the collec-
tion of the fee within their 
borders. 

So far, court rulings have 
gone in the cities’ favor and 
the county is barred from 

collecting the fee inside city 
limits while the lawsuit is 
pending. 

But after 10 hours of  
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Settlement vote  
expected soon
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