
Downtown Conway will be the
place to be on Dec. 2 when the
Christmas season officially begins
with a variety of activities, lots and
lots of lights and a big surprise.
All merging on the same night

are the Christmas tree lighting, the
first night of extended hours for
downtown shopping and the open-
ing of this year’s Celebration of
Lights.
Try the tree lighting at the Town

Square on Laurel Street, between
Second and Third avenues, at the
former site of the Conway Police
Department, beginning at 6 p.m.
The tree lighting was not held

this past year due to fears of the
pandemic, and due to the huge
crowd two years ago, city officials
decided it needed to move away
from the Conway City Hall.
But the plan is basically the

same with two surprise guests

coming to light the tree, music by
the Conway High School band and
songs by several elementary and
middle school choirs.
Santa Claus will also make an

appearance before moving to the
Black Water Market for picture tak-
ing.
Conway spokesperson June

Wood says the section of Laurel
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A riverfront project, in-
cluding condominiums, a
brewhouse, restaurant and
retail space won approval
last week from Conway’s
Community Appearance
Board.
The CAB voted unani-

mously to approve the plan
after the developer, Stephen

Fitzpatrick, made several
changes following a meet-
ing with the CAB held two
weeks ago.
“Getting the approval

took longer than we had an-
ticipated, but some good
suggestions were made,”
Fitzpatrick said. “I look for-
ward to doing these proj-
ects.”
The CAB had to approve

the conceptual designs of
the buildings before Fitz-

patrick’s company, the Gen-
ford Development Com-
pany, could proceed with

the $18 million condo-
minium project and the $3
million riverfront commer-

cial project.
Several members of the

CAB including Chairwoman
Heather Whitley were un-
happy with some of the
original designs submitted
by Fitzpatrick and de-
manded several changes to
the buildings be made.
The architectural render-

ings shown last Wednesday
added brickwork to the side
of the condominium project
fronting S.C. 905 as well as

the deletion of black trim
work that some CAB mem-
bers thought was inappro-
priate.
Whitley complimented

Fitzgerald for the changes.
“You’ve done awesome,”

she said.
The CAB recommended

two other minor changes
that Fitzgerald accepted as
part of the approval.

Condominium, brewery in Conway get green
light from Community Appearance Board

“Getting the approval took longer than we

had anticipated, but some good

suggestions were made.”

Stephen Fitzpatrick
Project developer
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This year’s tree lighting will be held at the Town
Square on Laurel Street, between Second and Third av-

enues, at the former site of the Conway Police Depart-
ment, Dec. 2, beginning at 6 p.m.
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New restaurant in old

Jerry Cox warehouse

needs one more approval

Christmas season begins
Dec. 2 in Downtown Conway
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Tripp Nealy’s plans are expand-
ing as work begins to take down
the old Jerry Cox warehouse.
Instead of one restaurant, that

he has already named Under the
Bridge, he is now envisioning per-
haps two steak and seafood
restaurants. 
“I think this is one of the most

beautiful pieces of property in our
county,” Nealy said as he stood in
front of the old warehouse that is
already showing bare rafters, due
to workers already pulling off
shingles and some pieces of the
roof.
“I want to make it (Conway) a

destination town. I’m trying to
show people just how pretty it is
down here on the river. We want
to pull people from Carolina For-
est, Socastee and all over the
county,” he said.
Although he does already have

other investors interested in the
project, he says some of his plans
for a second restaurant could

change by the time he’s ready to
open.
“We’re actually looking for the

best thing that would go down
here,” he said.
Now he’s headed back to Con-

way City Council for more ap-
provals for Under the Bridge. This
time he hopes to get approval for
the upper floor of the restaurant,
designed for 56 diners, to jut out
slightly over the riverwalk.
Because the city owns all of the

property in the area, except what
business owners have purchased
for their ventures, he must have
approval for the upper floor to
cross over a small amount of the
Riverwalk.
Nealy estimates now that it will

be spring before construction on
the new restaurant can begin, and
it could take as much as one year
to be ready to welcome diners.
The restaurant is designed to

take the same shape as the old
warehouse and will bring along
with it some memories of the old

Sign brings back
great memories
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When a friend told Chuck Har-
relson that she had seen the sign,
that once proudly identified his
family’s grocery store, in the old
Jerry Cox Warehouse the hunt
was on.
Harrelson said he worked at

the store, located in the back of
the old Jerry Cox store, for about
10 years, starting when he was
only 12-years-old.
Chuck and his parents,

Charles “Charlie” and Jeanette
Harrelson, met the building’s
owner, Tripp Nealy, first thing
Monday morning when they col-
lected the sign that brought back
good memories, but also memo-
ries of lots of hard work and long
hours.
Charlie Harrelson said he

leased the building where four of
the five members of the Harrel-
son family worked from 1990 to
2000.
Harrelson, who had been cut-

ting meat for a number of years
before he took over Charlie Har-
relson’s Red & White, and started
putting in as many as 100 hours a

week.
“We had a great time,” Harrel-

son said, “did real good.”
After seeing the sign, Mrs. Har-

relson, who worked alongside
her husband, said, “It brings a lot
of emotional memories.”
She primarily remembers “tot-

ing” a lot of groceries, but also
meeting lots of nice people.
Young Chuck started running

the wrapping machine, but later
moved on to cutting chickens
and sometimes delivering meat
to the then-popular Meeting
House restaurant.
“We kept him busy on that

wrapping machine to start with,
get his attention again,” his dad
inserted.
But Chuck said, “I thought it

was great. I met a lot of great peo-
ple and it kept me out of a lot of
trouble because I was a young
man who had to work a lot of
hours. It taught me a lot of life’s
lessons. How to talk to people,
how to meet people and how to
work for your dollar.”
He said he still sees people

now that he formed bonds with
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