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George Ferrell, the Burgess man 

whose private gun range prompt-
ed Horry County leaders to recon-
sider their reckless shooting ordi-
nance, was arrested last week after 
authorities say he harassed a 
woman who complained about 
shots being fired into her neigh-
borhood. 

Ferrell, 51, was charged with sec-
ond-degree harassment on July 22. 
He was released from the J. 
Reuben Long Detention Center 

later that day on 
$1,000 bond, ac-
cording to the jail’s 
website. 

When reached 
by phone, Ferrell 
said he had 
lawyers involved 
in the case and he 
didn’t want to dis-
cuss the matter. 

“I don’t need to make any com-
ments on it,” he said. 

County police reports indicate 
that officers have been called mul-
tiple times about bullets from Fer-

rell’s range striking homes in the 
neighboring subdivision, Harmo-
ny at St. James. The development 
is on the opposite side of Salem 
Road from St. James High School. 

On July 14, police met with Fer-
rell and he agreed to change the 
layout of the range so shooters 
would not fire into Harmony, ac-
cording to a police report. 

But five days later, police were 
called to Christy Griffith’s home, 
which is in Harmony and borders 
Ferrell’s property. 

Griffith, a 31-year-old mother of 
two, has frequently called police 

about unsafe shooting at the 
range. Bullets have damaged her 
home and others in the communi-
ty. However, no one has been 
charged with violating the county’s 
reckless shooting ordinance. Po-
lice have said they don’t have 
probable cause to make a criminal 
complaint.  

On July 19, Griffith told police 
that around 8:20 p.m. Ferrell 
parked his vehicle on the street a 
few houses from hers and glared at 
her.  

“The complainant stated that it 
is not the first time that he has at-

tempted to intimidate her,” the re-
port said. “There have been multi-
ple complaints filed about the sus-
pect harassing the complainant. 
The complainant stated that after 
the suspect left, she heard shots 
fired coming from the suspect’s 
property.” 

“He was shooting like crazy,” 
Griffith said. 

Two witnesses confirmed Grif-
fith’s account and police obtained 
video from a security camera that 
showed Ferrell in the area. 
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Man at center of reckless shooting debate arrested, accused of harassing neighbor

Ferrell
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The drama in Surfside 

Beach continues. 
The latest controversy sur-

rounding the coastal com-
munity sees three town 
council members suing 
three other members of the 
council and the town, 
claiming a vote to award a 
contract to a bidding party 
for construction of a re-
vamped fishing pier was il-
legal. 

Mayor Bob Hellyer and 
council members Cindy 
Keating and Michael Drake 
filed the lawsuit Monday in 
Horry County Court against 
council members David Pel-
legrino, Debbie Scoles and 
Paul Holder and the town of 
Surfside Beach. 

At issue is a vote taken 
during a special town coun-
cil meeting early this month 
to award a contract to Orion 
Marine Group and FBi Con-
struction for construction. 

The town’s fishing pier 
was decimated nearly four 
years ago due to Hurricane 

Matthew, and the plan is to 
tear it down and build a 
new, sturdier one with three 
one-story buildings. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) agreed to grant the 
town more than $9 million 
for the project. 

That grant money, officials 
have said, cannot be used 
for reconstructing the cur-
rent two buildings on the 
pier that have housed a 
diner and ice cream and bait 
and tackle shop. Those two 
buildings on the pier must 
be torn down because the 
new pier is required to be 
higher in elevation. 

As a joint venture, 
Orion/FBi and two other 
bidding parties, Consensus 
Construction & Consulting, 
Inc. and Cape Romain Con-

tractors, had submitted 
bids, which were publicly 
opened June 11. 

The council also voted to 
establish an independent 
committee to evaluate bids’ 
compliance with the town’s 
specifications for the pier 
project and quality of pro-
posals received. Myrtle 
Beach resident Ed Carey has 
served on the committee. 

Town leaders held a spe-
cial meeting that was live 
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Controversy swirls in Surfside Beach with lawsuit over pier project bid award 
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Soon there will be more 

than echoes of Charlie’s 
Place in Myrtle Beach. 

The city-owned property 
off Carver Street had includ-
ed Charles and Sarah 
Fitzgerald’s home in the cen-
ter of a pair of low-slung 
motel buildings spanning 
out like angel wings.  

As the years passed and 
the buildings sat empty, the 
right wing of the motel 
crumbled and was eventual-
ly demolished. The left wing 
was little more than a cluster 
of rooms that have since 
been used to recreate the 
motel setting. 

To the right of the home, 
past the footprint of the bro-
ken motel wing, sits a vacant 
lot thick with grass. 

That lot held Charlie’s 
Place. That place was 
where Ray Charles, Billie 
Holiday, Lena Horne, Little 
Richard and Duke Ellington 
performed. That place was 
a dance hall, music venue 
and chunk of Myrtle Beach 
history. That place had a 
manager named Cynthia 
“Shag” Williams who taught 
club goers how to blend 
rhythm and blues swing 

At issue is a vote taken during a special town council meeting 

early this month to award a contract to Orion Marine Group and 

FBi Construction for pier construction. 

JAZZING UP CHARLIE’S PLACE, MOTEL

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Cookie Goings looks at the motel rooms at the freshly painted Whispering Pines Motel beside what had once been Charlie’s Place in Myrtle Beach. The city-owned property has several 
of the rooms for a museum to represent the 1940s to the 1960s. The project also has the renovated and restored home of Charles and Sarah Fitzgerald that can be used as community 
gathering spots and meeting spaces. The motel side of the project includes four incubator spaces for startup businesses. 

dance steps into a unique 
dance. 

The city bought the deteri-
orated property for $150,000 
in 2015. 

Since then the Carver 

Street Renaissance Group 
gathered stories, collected 
memorabilia and was in-
strumental in the produc-
tion of the Emmy-award 
winning documentary 

“Charlie’s Place.” 
The city received about 

$500,000 in community de-
velopment block grants to 
rehabilitate the structures 
and spur development in 

the Booker T. Washington 
neighborhood, which is 
tucked between Mr. Joe 
White Avenue and 21st Av-
enue North. The grant 
money was used to preserve 

the 1,264-square-
foot Fitzgerald home with 
an additional 240 square 
feet of a screened porch,  
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Myrtle Beach composes  
outro to its famous 
musical monument 
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