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Weather
High 77, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 50, partly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 66, sunny

FRIDAY

High 68, sunny

SATURDAY

High 74, sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Dr. Ernie Perkins will be
the guest speaker for Fall
Revival services at Mt.
Vernon Baptist Church,
4301 Red Bluff Road in
Loris. The service will be
held Oct. 17 at 7 p.m.
There will be speaking
singing each evening and
you are invited. Phone
(843) 756-6221 or (843)
365-6242.

Dogwood Hill Baptist, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, will cel-
ebrate their Harvest Day
on Sunday, Nov. 3. with

Sunday School at 9:45
a.m., Worship Service at 10
a.m. Special guest will be
The Unity Quartet. A cov-
ered dish lunch will be
served at noon.

Loris First United
Methodist Church, 3507
Broad St., has a Blessing
Box available each Friday,
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. This
box contains nonperish-
able food items and indi-
viduals in need are encour-
aged to come to the box.
It is located inside the

church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second
and fourth Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.-
noon. The mission: “We

serve Christ when we
serve people.”

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South
US Highway 701 Bypass,
Tabor City, N.C. For addi-
tional information on our
meetings and or the Lions
Club’s organization, call
Lion Jim Murph at 756-
7900.

The Loris Civitan Club

meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For additional
information call Charles
Webster at 756-4300.

COURTESY

The South Carolina Department of Transportation met last week. Proposed changes to S.C. Highway 9 is expected to begin in the spring of 2021.

S.C. Highway 9 widening proposed 
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Proposed changes to S.C.
Highway 9 in front of Loris
Elementary School were present-
ed to the public during a South
Carolina Department of
Transportation meeting last week.

The widening of the road -- part
of the RIDE III Project -- is need-
ed because of the increase in
daily traffic, SCDOT officials say.
It is estimated about 5,000 cars

pass Loris Elementary each day, a
number that is expected to
increase to around 8,000 in the
next two decades, according to

SCDOT data.
The plan is to make the two-

lane highway a three-lane high-
way from approximately Cox
Avenue to the intersection of S.C.
9 with S.C. 66. The improved road
will include wider travel lanes
and sidewalks, according to
SCDOT project director Stacey

Johnson.
He said a lane in the middle of

the road at the school so it will be
a two-lane left turn lane. Johnson
said a roundabout will be added
at the S.C. 66 intersection to
improve safety.
Construction is expected to

begin in the spring of 2021. 

Horry County Government looks at hiring private firm to manage rec centers
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council will
consider hiring a private
company to manage the
county’s recreation centers.
Earlier this year, county

officials discussed privatiz-
ing all of its recreation pro-
grams as a remedy for a
budget shortfall. However,
council members opted to
increase business license
fees to shore up the recre-
ation account instead.
Despite the council’s

budgeting decision this
year, the idea of privatiza-
tion hasn’t been abandoned
and council members often
mention it as a possible
long-term solution for
maintaining recreation
services. Those conversa-
tions led to Tuesday’s dis-
cussion at the council’s
infrastructure and regula-
tion meeting. The focus was
hiring a firm to run some or
all of the county’s recreation

centers on the North
Strand, South Strand and in
Carolina Forest. The county
would retain ownership of
the buildings, but the
upkeep and programs
would be the responsibility
of the tenant.
“The reason we talked

about doing this is because
we couldn’t afford to do
parks and recreation like
we’ve been doing,” said
Councilman Johnny Vaught,
adding that any private
company hired for the proj-
ect must provide at least the
same level of service the
county already offers.
“Whoever proposes to take
over this and run it, if
they’re not proposing to do
exactly the same thing we
did — maintain the same
programs and the same
hours and the same stuff —
then we’re not talking
apples and apples.”
Councilman Al Allen

agreed.
“We cannot afford to sub-

sidize them,” he said of the

private firms.
Council members plan to

hold a workshop on the
matter before Christmas. At

that time, they will review a
request for proposals and
determine the require-
ments for companies bid-

ding on the contract. If they
move forward, the goal
would be to line up a com-
pany before the spring
sports season.
While some council

members remain optimistic
about possibly saving
money through privatiza-
tion, others remain con-
cerned about the impact of
that move on recreation
offerings. 
“If you give it to a compa-

ny, they’re not going to run
it without making money,”
Councilman Paul Prince
said. “They’re going to be
there to make money. That’s
not what it’s all about. I’m
telling you, if we turn it out
to other people, we’re shirk-
ing our responsibility.”
County staff have also

expressed concerns about
the idea.
“There may be viable

proposals,” county staff
wrote in a memo to coun-
cil. “But that privatization
would ultimately limit citi-
zen access to the facilities

and programs. Additionally,
the department would no
longer have locations to
offer Summer Youth
Adventure Camp and our
After School program,
which are two of the
department’s most attend-
ed programs.”
County officials said they

had considered trying to
privatize one or two of the
rec centers as a test case to
gauge interest. But they
would have to determine
what level of maintenance a
private company should
provide, how much users
could be charged, hours of
operation and other crite-
ria. 
“It’s not going to bind

council for anything,”
County Administrator Steve
Gosnell said of putting the
service out for bid. “We just
need to put an RFP togeth-
er, get it out on the market
and see what we get. And
then this group and full
council can decide if they
want to accept it or not.”

Horry County Council will consider hiring a private compa-
ny to manage rec centers like this one in Carolina Forest.
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Child, age 5,
receives leg
injury
during drive-
by shooting 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A drive-by shooting into
a Loris area home last week
resulted in injuries to a 5-
year-old boy.
According to the Horry

County Police Department,
the shooting happened a
few minutes before mid-
night Thursday at a home
in the 2300 block of
Highway 746.
The incident report

states a woman who lives
at the home where the
shooting took place told
police she was awakened
by the sound of gunfire.
She said she ran to make

sure everyone was OK, she
saw the child in the living
room had been shot in the
leg.
The woman said she did

not see who fired the shots.
She only heard the gunfire,
the report states.
The next portion of the

incident report was redact-
ed.
In a portion of the report

that is unredacted, it states
there were “multiple” bullet
holes across the front of the
mobile home. There were
also bullet holes inside the
home on a refrigerator,
stove, and furniture, the
report continues.
The child was taken to a

local hospital for treatment.
The boy’s injuries are not
considered to be life-
threatening.
Detectives with HCPD

have taken over the case,
and no suspect informa-
tion has been released.


