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Weather
High 71, partly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 57, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 79, partly sunny

FRIDAY

High 83, partly sunny

SATURDAY

High 77, mostly cloudy

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Cherry Hill presents
Beautiful Maine tour for
seven days, six nights
(Sunday – Saturday) June
14-20. Includes motorcoach
transportation, six night
lodging including four con-
secutive nights in Maine, 10
meals: six breakfasts and
four dinners, guided tour of
Portland, Maine’s largest
city-by-the-sea, guided tour
of quaint Kennebunk and
Kennebunkport, tour of his-
toric Victoria Mansion, guid-
ed tour of Pineland Farms, a
picturesque working farm,

visit to Boothbay Railway
Village, including a vintage
train ride, and visit to the
Seashore Trolley Museum
and countryside trolley ride.
Departure: Cherry Hill
Baptist Church, 2020 Daisy
Road, Loris at 8 a.m. and
then City of Dillon Wellness
Center, 1647 Commerce
Drive, Dillon at 9:30 a.m.
Cost is $699.* $75 due upon
signing. *Price per person,
based on double occupancy.
Add $225 for single occu-
pancy. Final payment due
April 7. For more pictures,

video and information visit:
www.GroupTrips.com/Cherr
yHill. For more information
and reservations contact
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

Horry County takes another step toward becoming a ‘Second Amendment sanctuary’
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County stands one
vote from becoming a
"Second Amendment sanctu-
ary."
Horry County Council

voted 10-1 this past week in
favor of an ordinance that
states the county will oppose
any state or federal law that
council members believe vio-
lates the Second Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution. The
ordinance has received two
favorable votes and a third is
needed for it to become law.
“We’re not saying as a

council that we are opening
up Horry County for a total
free-for-all,” said Horry
County Councilman Al Allen,

who proposed the ordinance.
“There are a lot of responsible
gun owners in this county
right now. … This does not
allow anybody to commit a
crime.”
The vote came after the

county attorney told the
council the ordinance would
violate the state constitution.
"Counties may not enact

local laws that conflict with
state law," county attorney
Arrigo Carotti said. "That's
constitutional. … For us to
enact an ordinance saying
that we will not enforce or
abide by state law is in viola-
tion of the South Carolina
constitution."
But Horry County Council

Chairman Johnny Gardner,
who is also an attorney, dis-
agreed with that assessment. 

"The federal constitution
gives all the citizens certain
rights," he said. "The states
can increase those rights.
They just can't lower them.
They can't reduce them. …
There's nothing wrong with
Horry County giving you an
additional right that South
Carolina doesn't."
Councilman Harold Worley

was the lone councilman to
oppose the ordinance.
The proposal is similar to

other policies that have been
presented to cities and coun-
ties across the country follow-
ing the gun regulations rec-
ommended by the now
Democratic-controlled
Virginia legislature. 
Every member of Horry

County Council is a
Republican.

The council's vote followed
a public hearing where pro-
ponents and opponents
shared their views about the
ordinance. 
Seth Stoughton, a former

police officer, who is now an
associate law professor at the
University of South Carolina,
said the potential problems
stem from the fact that coun-
ty officials are creating a law,
not approving a nonbinding
resolution.
“This is about messaging,

not about effect,” he said.
“There are ways to do that
more effectively without
doing it as loudly.”
Gardner said he knows the

topic generates some strong
opinions.
“You want to get Horry

County people fired up, start

talking about guns and dogs,”
he said.
The proposal is similar to

other policies that have been
presented to cities and coun-
ties across the country follow-
ing the gun regulations rec-
ommended by the now
Democratic-controlled
Virginia legislature. 
The term “sanctuary” is the

same language some cities
used when they objected to
federal immigration policies
and declared themselves
“sanctuary cities.” 
Now gun rights advocates

have co-opted the term.
Essentially, Horry County's
proposed ordinance states
that the county will not
enforce gun laws that local
officials believe are unconsti-
tutional.

“We are just reaffirming
that we support our Second
Amendment constitutional
rights,” Allen said.
The concept has received

praise from gun rights advo-
cates, but it’s also drawn criti-
cism from residents who see
the policy as unnecessary in
conservative South Carolina. 
“Guns are a Second

Amendment right that no
one is going to take from us,”
said Wendy Baruch, an Horry
County Realtor. “It’s just crazy.
Why aren’t we protecting
people? Why aren’t we pro-
tecting children? Why aren’t
we protecting our firemen?
Why are we spending any
time trying to protect the
right to carry a gun that no

School district officials
struggling with parent
concerns about special
education services
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Faced with mounting
criticism from parents,
Horry County school offi-
cials have begun searching
for ways to improve some
special education pro-
grams. 
District officials main-

tain they are constrained
by state and federal law,
but insist they are trying to
address families’ concerns.
“If I had a child with dis-

abilities, I would be fight-
ing just as hard as these
parents are fighting,”
Horry County School
Board Chairman Ken
Richardson said. “I’m a
numbers guy. I look at the
budget. I want everything
to be the way it is sup-
posed to be. But I’m not
going to deprive kids of
what they need.”
During the Feb. 17

school board meeting, the
district showed a video
touting the successes of its
special education pro-
gram. Afterward, Nick
Genest, who moved to the
area six months ago from
Virginia, told the board
about his son’s struggles
with the district’s special
education system. 
“What I saw on the

screen is the opposite from
what we’ve seen at the stu-
dent level with my son,”
Genest said. 
He contends there is a

“total breakdown” between
teacher, counselor, vice
principal and principal,
and publicly told the board
he has dealt with lies, mis-
communication, and even
intimidation. 
Genest said his son

should not be receiving
punishment for actions
that stem from his medical
condition.

“My son was getting
marks on his permanent
record, and I asked, ‘Is that
a permanent mark that
everyone is going to see?’ I
was told it was a report of a
disciplinary action and
that was an absolute lie.
It’s on his permanent
record and will affect him,”
Genest said.
He said the intimidation

he experienced was
“upfront” and said when
he met with his son’s vice
principal, counselor,
teacher and assistant
teacher, they barely let him
speak. 
“Now it’s getting out of

hand,” he said. “We need
to have this corrected, to
make sure my son gets the
education he deserves.”

More services needed?
David Warner, the father

of a 9-year-old son with
special needs, who attends
a Carolina Forest school,
has spent much of the past
few years pleading with the
school board to provide
applied behavior analysis
(ABA) therapists in their
schools. He insists many
children in the district,
including his own, receive
great benefits from that
type of therapy. 
ABA therapy methods

involve techniques for
understanding and chang-
ing behavior, and it can
help increase language and
communication skills. It
also can help improve
attention, focus, social
skills, memory and aca-
demics, and decrease
problem behaviors. 
Other supporters have

also spoken to the district
several times about the
subject.
Warner filed a federal

lawsuit against the district
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Above, Coastal District
Director David
Stoudenmire of the Loris
Garden Club welcomed
more than 150 gardeners
from Horry, Georgetown,
Dillon, Florence and
Williamsburg counties to
the Coastal District Spring
Luncheon/Meeting this
past week.
Left, Loris Mayor Todd
Harrelson speaks to the
many gardeners at the
luncheon.

Annual District Garden Club meeting held in Loris 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Loris Garden Club hosted
the annual Coastal District
Spring Luncheon/Meeting
Thursday of this past week
at the McLeod Loris Fitness
Center.
More than 150 gardeners

from Horry, Georgetown,
Dillon, Florence and
Williamsburg counties
were in attendance for the
event facilitated by Coastal
District Director, David
Stoudenmire.

There were two guest
speakers for the event:
Patricia Binder, president
of The Garden Club of
South Carolina and Dr.
Muriel O’Tuel, a local
author and former educa-
tor.
“This is the day we cele-

brate the accomplishments
of the more than 20 clubs
in the district,”
Stoudenmire said.
He said there were 10

vendors on hand for the
event displaying and sell-
ing items from local gar-

dens.
“There has always been a

good turnout for the spring
meeting,” Stoudenmire
added.
The spring meeting is

held in Loris every nine
years as it rotates through-
out the district.
Binder said she was very

happy to see such a large
turnout, especially in the
wake of the coronavirus
threat. There was a lot of
hand sanitizer available for
the attendees.
“This is an amazing

turnout, but it is not a sur-
prise. In general, we have
at least 100-150 members
attend most of our gather-
ings,” she said.
She spoke about the

group’s two-year initiative
which is called ‘Garden
FOR Life.’ The ‘FOR’ stands
for Focus on Relationships.
“We are trying to prac-

tice a reconciliation tech-
nique in all of our land-
scapes to reconcile all of
the natural resources we
are losing with our popula-
tion growth,” she said. 
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