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“God spared my life and gave me a miracle. I 

decided then to give back to the folks in my 
community.”  

Those are the words of the Loris Police De-
partment’s Greg Lee. 

It’s that caring attitude that makes officer Lee 
a hometown hero to the folks in Loris. Lee was 
voted the Hometown Hero of the Month in the 
My Horry News contest. 

A Loris native, Lee was originally in law en-
forcement before leaving that field to work for 
John Deere. Then cancer struck and Lee re-
evaluated his life’s work and mission. 

“I shouldn’t be alive, but God spared me and 
gave me another chance,” Lee said. “I stepped 
back and realized I wanted to get back into po-
lice work and give back to the people in my 
hometown.” 

Lee said he knew his mission was to return to 
law enforcement and he knew he wanted to do 
something to help the community that had sup-
ported him his entire life. He joined the Loris 
Police Department as a patrolman, eventually 
advancing in rank and becoming a supervisor. 
Then he saw a posting about an opening for a 
school resource officer at Loris High School and 
knew that was the true direction for him. 

“Everyone asked why I wanted to give up a 
supervisor’s position for the school resource of-
ficer job,” Lee said. “I knew this was a chance to 
make a difference in the lives of young people 
and something I wanted and needed to do.” 

Lee said the resource officer has the opportu-
nity for more interactions with students without 
it only being when someone has broken the 
law. 

“I can be a mentor and show young people 
positive things about law enforcement,” he said. 
“Today, in the news, all they hear is bad things 
about police. This is a way I can show them 
we’re here to help them. Maybe we can get to 
them before they do something wrong.” 

Loris Police Chief Gary Buley agrees that Lee 
is in the right place. 

“He’s very enthusiastic about the safety and 
wellbeing of the students at the school,” he said. 
“You couldn’t ask for a better resource officer 
than Greg.” 

What has been the most rewarding part of 
being a school resource officer? 

–“When I first got to the school, most of the 
students were very distant,” Lee said. “There 
weren’t many interactions with them. Now I get 
smiles, ‘good mornings’ and fist bumps when I 
walk down the hall. To me, that means we’re 
making a difference and that makes it all worth-
while.” 

A second chance at life gave direction to hometown hero
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Officer Greg Lee of the Loris Police Department was voted Hometown Hero of the Month.


