
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The 2019 Miss Loris Bog-
Off Pageant was held
Saturday in the Loris High
School auditorium.
A total of 24 contestants

competed for crowns in
nine categories.
The new Miss Loris Bog-

Off festival Queen is Logan
Knutson, daughter of Larry
and Charlene Knutson.
The other division win-

ners are:
In the Photogenic Baby

category, the winner was
Blayk Branton, the daughter
of Evan and Samantha
Branton.
Photogenic in the Junior

through Miss division win-
ner: Alexandria Hardee,
daughter of Chris and
Kristin Hardee.
Miss Loris Bog-Off

Ambassador Junior - Miss
winner: Lili Johnson,
daughter of Lori Johnson.
Miss Bog-Off Overall

Talent Award Winner: Logan
Knutson.
Baby Miss: Blayk Branton,

daughter of Evan and
Samantha Branton.
Mini Miss: Caroline Todd,

daughter of Justin and
Emily Todd.
Wee Miss: Maci Jo Floyd,

daughter of Stephany Floyd.

Tiny Miss: Wyatt Kimrey
Owens, daughter of Kelly
and Kimmie Owens.

Little Miss: Charli Jade
Branton, daughter of Evan
and Samantha Branton.

Junior Miss: Kate Harrell,
daughter of Shawn and
Kathryn Harrell.

Young Miss: Carolinah
Carroll, daughter of Mack
and Daynian Carroll.

Teen Miss: Kaitlyn
Courtney, daughter of Andy
and Maryann Courtney.
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Weather
High 88, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 68, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 91, sunny

FRIDAY

High 89, sunny

SATURDAY

High 78, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,
4301 Red Bluff Road, Loris,
invites everyone to attend
“Thursday with Ernie” in
October.  On Oct. 3, 10 and
17 Dr. Ernie Perkins we will
be bringing the message
beginning at 7 PM each
Thursday evening. For more
information, please contact
Pastor Rodney Hord, 843-
756-6221.

Good Hope Baptist Church
will be celebrating “HOME-
COMING 2019” Sunday, Oct.
6, at 10:30 a.m. Our choir

and others will lift you to
higher ground singing
about the Lord Jesus Christ!
The Rev. Laneir Singleton
will be bringing the mes-
sage for the day. After the
service, a delicious meal will
be provided. Everyone is
invited to attend. Good
Hope Baptist Church is
located off of U.S. 701,
between Conway and Loris,
at 6101 Privetts Road,
Conway. For more informa-
tion, call the church office
at 843-365-6242. 
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,

4301 Red Bluff Rd., Loris,
will have Harvest/
Homecoming Day, Sunday,
Oct. 13, at 10 a.m. There will
be special music by the
Heritage Quartet and guest
speaker will be the Rev.
Mark Hughes. Lunch will be
served after the service.
Everyone is welcome. For
more information, contact
Pastor Rodney Hord, 843-
340-1105.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each

month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South
US Highway 701 Bypass,
Tabor City, N.C. For addition-
al information on our meet-
ings and or the Lions Club’s
organization, call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organiza-
tion organized in 1938
where men and women
have an organized way of
approaching community
problems through service
and fund raising activities,

meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For additional
information call Charles
Webster at 756-4300.

Miss Loris Bog-Off Festival Scholarship Pageant winners

COURTESY

The Loris Bog-Off Festival Scholarship Pageant was held Saturday at Loris High School. Miss Loris Bog Off is Logan Knutson. See more pictures A2.

Loved ones talk about woman killed in CresCom
Bank murders during Brandon Council’s trial 
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Loved ones wept
Wednesday of this past
week as they described
Katie Skeen as a caring
wife, mother, daughter and
friend during the penalty
phase of Brandon Council’s
trial in federal court.
A jury on Tuesday found

Council guilty of two
counts in relation to a
deadly robbery at a

CresCom
Bank in
Conway.
The
Wilson,
N.C., man
had been
charged
with gun-
ning
down
Skeen and
Donna

Major during the robbery
that occurred Aug. 21,

2017. Major and Skeen
both worked at the bank
on 16th Avenue.
Prosecutors are seeking the
death penalty.
Tracy Skeen said he met

his future wife after
accompanying his friend
on a blind date. His friend’s
date told him about a
friend of hers, and the two
were introduced.
Weeping, he said Katie

Skeen was his “soulmate”
and a fun person who was

full of life.
The jury was shown sev-

eral photos, including one
of Tracy and Katie Skeen
on their wedding day.
Tracy Skeen said his

spouse had been a doting
daughter and was an affec-
tionate mother to her two
sons, Noah and River.
“Those two boys were

her everything,” he said.
He often stopped by the

bank when she worked to
take her a Mountain Dew

or eat lunch with her.
He said she was involved

in a lot of charitable
efforts.
The weekend before the

murders, the two served as
chaperones for a church
youth trip.
On the day of the mur-

ders, he had spoken to
Katie Skeen on the tele-
phone.
Later, his phone received

several calls. His preacher
called him, asking if he had

spoken to his wife and
telling him the bank had
been robbed.
Tracy Skeen tried to call

his wife. When there was
no answer, he knew some-
thing was wrong.
He came to Conway

where authorities asked
him to go to the police
department. That’s where
he got the awful news.
In an Instagram post,

Council

MURDER, A3

Horry County publishes new FEMA flood maps
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County’s new flood
maps place more
Bucksport and Socastee
properties in high-risk
zones, county officials said.
The preliminary flood

maps, which were prepared
by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) and the S.C.
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), were
published on the county’s
website (www.horrycoun-
ty.org/gis/flood) this past
week. However, the formal
approval process might

take until 2020. 
“An exact schedule to

complete all these steps is
not possible to determine
at this time,” county
spokeswoman Kelly Moore
said via email. “But it
appears that it will take
between 6 and 12 months
before these new maps can
become official.” 
Once FEMA formally

announces the publication
of the maps, there’s a 90-
day appeal period, said
Maria Cox Lamm, state
coordinator for DNR’s flood
mitigation program. FEMA
can then review any
appeals before making its
final determination on the

design of the zones. After
that, Horry County Council
has six months to adopt
the maps.
“The revised preliminary

map panels have been
released and all the
impacted communities
have a copy of them,”
Lamm said via email.  
Last year, in the wake of

Hurricane Florence’s flood,
county officials said they
expected thousands of
Horry properties to be
included in the high-risk
zones. However, the num-
ber of parcels in those
zones actually declined,
county officials said.
Moore stressed that more

properties were added in
specific areas near the
Intracoastal Waterway and
the Waccamaw River (i.e.
Bucksport and Socastee).
However, she said the maps
appear to show a reduced
flood elevation along the
coast. 
“There’s small parcels,

multi-family condos, and
each of those units counts
as a separate parcel,” she
said. “So that drives down
the number a little bit.”
The flood maps are

important because people
who live in high-risk zones
must purchase flood insur-
ance if they have a mort-
gage from a federally-regu-

lated lender.
Standard homeowners

insurance policies don’t
cover flood damage.
FEMA released updated

flood maps in 2015, but
county officials questioned
their accuracy. The maps
presented at that time
showed about 18,000 prop-
erties being added to the
county’s high-risk flood
zones.
After the 2015 maps were

released, county officials
criticized them as unrealis-
tic and appealed the pro-
posal. They said it would
be unfair to force people to
purchase flood insurance if
they didn’t need it. The

county also hired a con-
sultant who presented
models showing lower pro-
jected flooding levels along
the Intracoastal Waterway
and on the Waccamaw
River near Bucksport. 
FEMA then agreed to

reassess the maps. 
That was before Florence

flooded about 2,000 homes
in Horry County in 2018.
Many of those homes were
not in flood zones. Of the
homes outside the zones
that flooded, about 90 per-
cent of them did not have
flood coverage, according
to county estimates.

FLOOD MAPS, A3
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