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Samara Williams, 5, hugs her father Gareth Williams at the Ripley’s Aquarium Father-Daughter Dance on Saturday night.  

A SPECIAL NIGHT FOR 
FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County residents will have 

the opportunity to weigh in on the 
county’s proposed “Second 
Amendment sanctuary” ordi-
nance Tuesday. 

Horry County Council voted in 
favor of the policy last week, but 
the proposal must pass two more 

votes before it becomes law. A sec-
ond vote and public hearing are 
planned for Tuesday. 

During last week’s meeting, 
councilman Johnny Vaught asked 
the council to discuss the proposal 
behind closed doors so the county 
could get a legal briefing about the 
possible impact of a Columbia 
lawsuit on the county’s ordinance. 
But other council members ob-

jected to the dis-
cussion taking 
place in executive 
session. 

“If we’re going to 
receive legal ad-
vice on this, I think 
it should be out 
here in public 
where the citizen-

ry can also hear,” said councilman 

Al Allen, who proposed the ordi-
nance. 

Councilman Dennis DiSabato 
agreed. 

“I don’t see any reason why we 
need to do that behind closed 
doors,” he said. 

Vaught said such a discussion 
would help council “understand 
the ramifications” of becoming a 
“Second Amendment sanctuary,” 

but he ultimately withdrew his 
motion and the first vote passed 
without further debate. 

The proposed ordinance is simi-
lar to other policies that have been 
presented to cities and counties 
across the country following the 
gun regulations recommended by 
the now Democratic-controlled 
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County’s ‘Second Amendment sanctuary’ proposal headed for public hearing

County police want to outfit patrol cars with sensory kits for special needs individuals
BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Emergency situations can be 

overwhelming for anyone, but even 
more so for adults and children with 
special needs. 

The Horry County Police Depart-
ment hopes to soon have another 
tool in each of its patrol cars to help 
calm and comfort those individuals 
during a time of crisis. 

HCPD is asking for the communi-
ty’s assistance to provide every pa-
trol unit with a “sensory kit” and a 
pair of noise-cancelling head-
phones. 

The kits consist of a bag filled with 
items to keep a child or adult’s 
hands busy. For those with sensory 
concerns, such as autism, doing so 
can improve focus and reduce 
stress, which could mean more pos-
itive outcomes on emergency calls. 

Capt. Johnny Harrelson is helping 
to spearhead the effort. As the par-
ent of a special needs child, the 
project is near and dear to him. 

Harrelson’s 10-year-old daughter 
Layla has Pitt-Hopkins syndrome, a 
rare genetic disorder that renders 
her non-verbal, and she is on the 
autism spectrum. 

“As a parent in that realm, it’s an 

awesome thing, and I hope it’s able 
to help some child or adult with 
those concerns,” Harrelson said. 

Many aspects of a police or fire re-
sponse to an emergency involve 
loud sirens and flashing lights, 
which can be too much stimulation 
for someone with sensory issues. 

The kit can provide some activity, 
and a distraction from the stressful 
situation to help de-escalate any 
anxiety. The noise-cancelling head-
phones can also help in that regard.  

HCPD is hoping to receive 200 
sets, and Harrelson said so far the 
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The Horry 
County Police 

Department 
hopes to be 
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to help  

de-escalate  
stressful 
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adults with 
special needs. 
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Filing opens 
next month 
for local races

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
The first day of filing is still more than a 

month away, but some Horry County candi-
dates are already rolling out their campaigns for 
public office. 

Five Horry County Council posts will be filled 
and five Horry County Board of Education seats 
are also up for grabs. The sheriff, clerk of court, 
coroner, auditor and treasurer will be on the 
ballot as well.   

Last week, R.A. Johnson announced his cam-
paign for Horry County auditor. The auditor’s 
office handles the county’s tax billing. Longtime 
auditor Lois Eargle is not seeking reelection, 
meaning the office will have a new leader for 
the first time in nearly three decades. 

“Ms. Lois Eargle and her staff have been 
known to treat Horry County citizens with the 
respect and customer service that they de-
serve,” Johnson said in a news release. “Having 
been born and raised in Horry County, and hav-
ing worked closely with Ms. Lois, I pledge to 
continue to build upon this great relationship 
to better serve you, the citizens of this county.” 

Johnson has served as the deputy treasurer 
for about three years. 

“I have been involved with many aspects of 
today’s technology upgrades,” he said. “This 
opportunity has become very familiar to me 
and with the planned future technology up-
grades for all three offices, I am prepared to 
make these improvements.” 

Local accountant Clark Parker has also an-
nounced his bid for the auditor’s seat. 

Two county council challengers have  
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Candidates already  
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