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Horry County leaders on Tues-

day picked a Carolina Forest site 
for a $21 million central govern-
ment complex that’s expected to 
house a new police precinct, 
courtrooms and other satellite of-
fices. 

After reviewing maps of three 
tracts in the Carolina Forest area, 
county council’s administration 
committee authorized county 

staff to begin negotiations with 
one landowner for the purchase 
of property, said Horry County 
Councilman Johnny Vaught, the 
committee’s chairman. He de-
clined to say which site the coun-
ty had chosen, citing the ongoing 
negotiations. However, he em-
phasized that moving forward 
with the project is key.  

“It’s something we’ve needed to 

do for a long time,” Vaught said, 
adding that the center would be 
built in a high-growth area for 
convenience but would also re-
lieve some of the foot traffic at 
the county’s other facilities. “Ba-
sically, we’re just concentrating 
things so that somebody can go 
there instead of having to come 
to Conway or go anywhere else.” 

The three sites the committee 

reviewed Tuesday all met the 
same criteria: they were in the 
S.C. 31 corridor midway between 
the county facilities in the North 
and South Strand. The center is 
expected to hold satellite offices 
for the auditor, treasurer, assessor 
and clerk of court, as well as pro-
vide space for probate court and 
a law enforcement station capa-
ble of housing a new police 

precinct. 
“We tried to look for ones that 

are in the central part of all the 
development that is occurring in 
the Myrtle Beach and Carolina 
Forest area to make it accessible 
to those residents,” said David 
Schwerd, the county’s director of 
planning and zoning. “All of [the 
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County selects site for new government complex in Carolina Forest
Leaders negotiating with landowner to buy property for $21 million project
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Before Ben and Amanda 

Yenicek bought their home 
in Waterford Plantation nine 
years ago, they checked out 
the zoning of the surround-
ing properties. 

They assumed they would 
always have woods behind 
their house. 

“Looked at that little strip 
and said, ‘No one will ever 
build there,’” Ben Yenicek 
said. “It’s just too small. … 
Obviously, this [proposed] 
zoning completely changes 
that dynamic.” 

A developer wants to build 
97 townhomes on a 25-acre 
tract along Gardner Lacy 
Road just past Carolina For-
est High School. The project 
was scheduled to be re-
viewed at a planning com-
mission workshop Thursday, 
but the developer chose to 
postpone that presentation 
so engineers and county 
staff could meet with neigh-
bors to hear their concerns. 
A community meeting 
about the project has been 
set for 6:30 p.m. March 8 at 
the Carolina Forest Recre-
ation Center. 

“No one wants this,” said 
Cherie Reid, who lives in the 
Southcreek development 
and has launched a petition 
drive to oppose the project. 
“I need to get all the com-

munities involved, not just 
the one I live in, and let peo-
ple start working together 
and let these representatives 
know they cannot do what-
ever they want when it’s 
going to negatively affect the 
residents that are already 
here.” 

The site is adjacent to 
multiple major subdivisions, 
including Clear Pond, Water-
ford Plantation and 
Southcreek. For years, area 
residents have voiced sup-
port for constructing anoth-
er outlet road there, specifi-
cally a connection between 
Gardner Lacy and Interna-
tional Drive. 

The property for the pro-
posed townhome develop-
ment holds about five acres 
of wetlands. Sidewalks 
would be required along the 
length of the project be-
cause of its proximity to the 
high school. Nearly 700 vehi-
cle trips a day would be 
added to the area’s roads if 
the plans come to fruition, 
according to the county’s 
projections. 

Although a rezoning is 
necessary to accommodate 
this development, about 60 
types of businesses are al-
ready allowed on much of 
the land without any vote of 
council. For example, under 
the current zoning, about  
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Townhome plans draw opposition from neighborhoods
Developer agrees to meet 
with residents after concerns 
raised about 97-unit project 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Catherine Skurat (left) and Bernice Stone look into the woods where a developer wants to build townhomes off Gardner Lacy Road across from 
RidgeWood Plantation townhomes. Skurat’s home faces a fairway on the Myrtle Beach National Golf Course. More than two dozen people stopped 
to talk about an upcoming Horry County Planning Commission meeting to discuss the rezoning to allow for townhomes. The property is near 
Carolina Forest High School. Go to my horrynews.com for more photos.

The water behind 
Marchelle Payne's 
home is about 30 

inches deep and only 
gets deeper the closer 

you get to the 
waterway.  
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Christina Somerlott’s family 

spent the last five years dealing 
with floods in the Rosewood 
community of Socastee.  

After moving into their home 
on Rosewood Drive in August, 
she’s now witnessing firsthand 
the devastation that flooding 
has caused in the community 
over the years. 

“This happened overnight,” 
Somerlott said Monday about 
the floodwaters, which inched 
toward her doorstep. After a 
deluge of rain, families 
throughout Horry County’s low-
lying areas found themselves in 
the same situation they have 
faced multiple times in recent 
years: trying to get ahead of ris-
ing water. 

Socastee was expected to see 
significant flooding as the 

weekend approached, accord-
ing to a Tuesday news release 
from Horry County Govern-
ment. The Waccamaw River at 
Conway was expected to crest 
Thursday night. 

The U.S. Coast Guard set up a 
temporary safety zone on por-
tions of the Intracoastal Water-
way to prohibit wakes. That re-
mains in effect until Sunday. 
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Socastee families again struggle with flooding
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