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After a second day of discus-
sions, Horry County and Myrtle
Beach officials could not reach an
agreement in the dispute over hos-
pitality fees.
“We made some good points

today and made some good
progress,” Horry County Council
Chairman Johnny Gardner said.

“As of right now, we are at an im-
passe.”
City and county officials held the

second round of
talks Saturday at the
Myrtle Beach Con-
vention Center.
The initial Aug. 1

discussion saw both
parties talk for more
than 12 hours and
brought the two

sides together for the first time
since the city sued the county in
March. The city has accused the
county of illegally collecting the
fee, a 1.5 percent levy on all hotel
stays, restaurant meals and admis-
sion tickets sold in the city.
Saturday’s mediation ended

around 7:15 p.m. after about nine
hours.
Gardner said he doesn’t expect a

third day of mediation, but “there’s

nothing that would rule out medi-
ating again if there was an issue
that came up or somebody
thought that they were getting
closer or if new information devel-
ops.”
“It’s not unusual to reach an im-

passe,” he said. “All that means is
right now each side has conceded
as much as they feel like they can
at this point in time.”
For now, the county’s appeal

moves forward through the sys-
tem.
For more than 20 years, the

county has collected the hospitali-
ty fee countywide, including inside
the municipalities. The revenues
were used to pay for road projects
such as S.C. 31 and S.C. 22. Once
the debt for the highways was paid
off, county officials planned to use
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Horry County, Myrtle Beach can’t reach resolution in hospitality fee fight

Back-To-School Prayer Walk
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No telescope required, no experi-
ence necessary.
All that’s needed is an interest in

astronomy, and you’re invited to the
first meeting of the brand-new
Grand Strand Amateur Astronomy
Club.
That’ll be Thursday, Aug. 22 at 5:30

p.m. in the community meeting
room at the Carolina Forest Library.

If that seems early, not
to worry. 
Facilitators are al-

ready looking for a lo-
cation where the
group can meet later,
possibly around 7.
Those facilitators

are Ocean Bay Middle
School science

teacher Denise Wright and Coastal
Carolina University astronomy
teacher Ian Hewitt.

Goals for the group, which is open
to anyone with even a passing inter-
est in astronomy, include bringing in
guest speakers, going out as a club to
observe the night sky, and educating
the public about astronomy.
“We’re fostering a love for the night

sky in our local community, and
bringing people together who have a
common interest,” Wright says,
adding that the beach is a perfect 
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JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
More than 100 people participated in the second annual Back-To-School Prayer Walk in Myrtle Beach on Sunday. Walkers prayed as they walked around the five Myrtle Beach
schools. The event is part of the city’s Neighborhood Services Department. See more photos on Page A2.

SUBMITTED
Ian Hewitt is a co-founder of the new astronomy club.

New astronomy club seeking stargazers

BY IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING
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As Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity puts the finishing
touches on the Brooks Stadi-
um expansion, a smaller fa-
cility across University
Boulevard is ready to be re-
placed.
For nearly four years,

Coastal’s Board of Trustees
has been trying to build a
better soccer stadium. Ini-
tially, Coastal officials pro-
jected the project would cost
$5 million. To pay for it, they
planned to use $3.5 million
from the Student Housing
Foundation and a $1.5 mil-
lion gift from the family of a
CCU student. They said the
facility would include better
seating for both fans and
media, an improved playing
field for the athletes, and
locker rooms for both the
men’s and women’s teams. It
would be built across U.S.
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Wright

Coastal 
struggling 
to fund 
new soccer
stadium
University leaders
consider reducing
cost of $5 million
building project

Gardner

All people need to bring to the meeting are their interests
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