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W.I. Jones has been struggling with COVID-19 since late June and has yet to get two negative tests. “There was a time there that I didn’t know whether I was going 
to make it,” the 68-year-old said sitting beside his daughter Angie Jones, Horry County’s treasurer, on the carport of his home near Aynor. “I kept telling Angie, or 
kept telling Nancy my wife, or my son there’s some things I need to tell y’all. But they wouldn’t never let me tell them nothing.” As the father’s voice faltered the 
daughter interrupted, “No. We stayed positive,” she said. “They were my greatest cheerleaders, I can tell you that,” he said talking through the tears. He said his 
treatment included plasma infusions, Remdesivir and blood thinners. 

‘HOW MUCH LONGER UNTIL WE’RE BACK TO NORMAL?’

For COVID-19’s  
long-haulers,  
answers hard 
to come by  
BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
The same night Horry County Board of Ed-

ucation District 5 member Janice Morreale 
was waiting to hear the results of the pri-
mary election, she also received some other 
results – she was positive for COVID-19. 

“A day or two later I was feeling so much 
worse,” Morreale said. 

Across the internet, those dealing with 
long-term effects of COVID-19 who contin-
ue to test positive, and whose bodies hang 
on to some virus symptoms longer than nor-
mal, have started calling themselves “long-
haulers.” 

Numerous “long-hauler” groups have ap-
peared on social media, hoping to help 
those continuing to fight virus symptoms 
know they are not alone. 

Morreale, who is in her mid-40s, began 
feeling sick in early June, and was unable to 
return to work until Aug. 10. 

Her first symptoms began June 4 with a 
slight cough. 

“Nothing to worry about,” she said she felt 
at the time, and she called in to work sick 
June 5. 

“It was probably really the best decision,” 
Morreale said. “I still had that cough and be- 
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Horry County and Myrtle Beach 

leaders on Tuesday approved the 
framework for a deal to settle the 
hospitality fee lawsuit, potentially 
enabling each government to ac-
cess millions of public dollars at a 
time when their budgets are cash-
strapped because of the COVID-19 
crisis.  

Few details 
about the pro-
posed agreement 
have been re-
leased, but offi-
cials said the ten-
tative deal does 
not include ear-
marked funding 
for I-73, a pro-
posed interstate 

that would connect the Grand 

Strand with I-95. 
“Everybody’s moving in the right 

direction,” Horry County Council 
Chairman Johnny Gardner said 
after the meeting. “I think we will 
have a settlement before every-
thing’s over with. Right now, we’re 
still in the process.” 

The tentative agreement came a 
day before the state Supreme 
Court heard oral arguments in the 
case. The hearing was originally 

scheduled for March, but it was 
postponed because of COVID-19. 
County leaders said they partici-
pated in Wednesday’s hearing be-
cause if the deal falls through then 
the high court could decide the 
case.  

County officials said other 
Grand Strand municipalities 
would need to sign off on the 
agreement before it could be final-
ized, and a judge would also have 

to approve the settlement. 
County leaders have sought to 

preserve the 1.5% hospitality fee 
that had traditionally been collect-
ed on all hotel stays, restaurant 
meals and admission tickets sold 
countywide. The fee was created in 
the 1990s to pay for road projects 
such as S.C. 31 and S.C. 22.  

The fee likely would have  
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I-73 funding not part of hospitality fee settlement deal

Gardner
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Case Brittain emerged vic-

torious in Tuesday’s Repub-
lican Primary for the District 
107 seat in the S.C. House of 
Representatives, according 
to unofficial election results. 

Brittain, a criminal de-
fense attorney, squared off 
against former Myrtle Beach 
mayor Mark McBride, who 
has also served on city 
council, with both candi-
dates vying for the Myrtle 

Beach-anchored seat vacat-
ed by Alan Clemmons. 

Brittain described the vic-
tory as a “relief,” but he ac-
knowledged “there’s still 
some work to be done.” The 
general election is in No-
vember. 

“I want to roll my sleeves 
up and get to work,” he said, 
adding he hopes to be able 
to represent his community. 
“Let’s get House seat 107.” 

If elected, he wants to 
focus on education. 

“With education, you pro-

vide the tools for future gen-
erations so when they come 
to the tough decisions in life, 
they’ll be able to make the 
right decisions,” he said. 
“We’ve got to make sure our 
teachers get paid and that 
we give the tools to our stu-
dents so they can achieve 
great things.” 

Referencing his oppo-
nent’s top priority, he also 
hopes to focus on public 
safety as an elected official. 
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Brittain wins Republican Primary in race for District 107 seat 
Case Brittain talks about his 

victory in Tuesday’s Republican 
Primary in the race for the S.C. 

House District 107 seat from 
outside of 44 & King in Myrtle 

Beach. Brittain defeated 
former Myrtle Beach mayor 
Mark McBride, according to 

unofficial election results, and 
will face Democrat Tony Cahill 

and Will Dettmering, who is 
running as a Libertarian, in 

November’s general election. 
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