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Top candidate withdraws from Conway football coach search
BY IAN GUERIN 
IAN@IANGUERIN.COM 

One round of interviews was enough for a 
Conway search committee to find its top 
choice to become the Tigers’ next football 
coach. 

The school will have to move on to its 
second choice.  

West Florence’s Jody Jenerette - who was 
selected after last Thursday’s interviews and 
formally offered the job Tuesday - has 
elected to stay in his current position.  

“When I stepped foot on the campus of 
West Florence five years ago I absolutely fell 
in love with this place,” Jenerette said 

Wednesday morning. “It’s special. I tell peo-
ple that all the time and I’m not sure if they 
really understand. The administration of 
Conway High School were as first class as 
they could have possibly been. Conway 

football will 
be fine. I’ve 
prayed and 
agonized over 
this decision 
more than 
anything in 
my coaching 
life.” 

Conway 
will now 

move on to its next candidate in hopes of 
providing a name for approval from the 
Horry County Schools’ regularly scheduled 
board meeting on Monday evening. That 
name will not be Jenerette’s. 

The former Aynor head coach and Con-
way assistant had long been rumored to be 
the Tigers’ head coach eventually. He was 
an assistant coach under Chuck Jordan for 
six years during one of the program’s hey-
days before taking over at Aynor. He then 
interviewed twice for the Conway opening 
in January of 2018, when the job was ulti-
mately given to long-time assistant Carlton 
Terry. 

When Terry was fired in November after 
going 24-34 in six seasons, Jenerette’s name 
immediately shot to the top of several influ-
ential wish lists for the position again. 
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“Conway football will be fine. I’ve prayed and 

agonized over this decision more than anything in my 

coaching life.” 

Jody Jenerette 
West Florence football coach 

Longtime Conway 
judge set to retire

BY KATHY ROPP 
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

When Andy Hendrick ap-
plied for the job of Conway 
municipal judge, it might 
have looked like he was just 
carrying on a family tradi-
tion. 

But now, 35 years later as 
the longest serving Conway 
judge ever, it’s evident that 
he was more interested in 
dispensing justice and serv-
ing the city of Conway. 

Now he’s counting down 
the days of his service until 
his 72nd birthday in March 
and his retirement from the 
Conway court at the end of 
March. Council has already 
tapped associate judge 
Kayla Dew Fleming to be the 
new municipal judge. 

Hendrick served as mu-

nicipal judge in Surfside be-
fore he and his wife Judy de-
cided to build a home in 
Conway and then-munici-
pal judge Larry Hyman was 
ready to step down from the 
position. 

“In 1982, Blue Huckabee 
was the mayor. He pulled up 
in my yard and asked me if I 
wanted to be the judge. I 
said ‘sure’ and it went from 
there,” Hendrick said. 

He’s never regretted tak-
ing the job. 

“When I came to Conway 
it was just a good time. I al-
ways loved Conway and I’ve 
been going to that building 
since I was about 3-years-
old when dad was on the 
city council,” he said. 

His dad, Bob Hendrick,  
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Conway leaders give initial approval to city’s first ‘conservation subdivision’

Hendrick has served 35 years

City Judge Andy Hendrick will retire at the end of March.
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BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Minutes after the public had its last 
chance to give input on a proposed large 
subdivision in northern Conway, city coun-
cil gave intial approval to a development 
agreement that would allow for the con-
struction of more than 1,300 homes within 
a “conservation subdivision.” 

Council will tentatively have a second – 
and final – vote on the agreement at its Feb. 
6 meeting. 

The development agreement would en-
sure the preservation of conservation areas 
and wetlands on the roughly 809 acres off 
Collins Jollie Road for 10 years.  

This agreement does not determine the 
density of the development.  

Developers are looking at a “conservation 

subdivision” design – which is allowed 
within the current zoning of the property, 
low/medium density residential. The pur-
pose of this type of subdivision is to pre-
serve land by creating smaller clusters of 
lots and smaller lots to conserve more open 
spaces. 

Council passed the first vote 5-1 Tuesday 
night. Councilman Alex Hyman was absent. 

Councilman William Goldfinch, who 
made the motion to approve first reading of 
the agreement, said that particular area of 
Conway is special.  

“That whole area is important to me,” he 

said. “But at some point, 20-plus years ago, 
a council before us decided to annex that 
property.” 

He said if the property had stayed within 
unincorporated Horry County, it could have 
looked different than what’s being proposed 
now. 

“The county would let them go in and do 
anything they want with that,” he said. “And 
you would have a, um, less-superior prod-
uct … you wouldn't have a conservation 
subdivision. You’d have a disgusting looking 
Dollar General.” 

Goldfinch said this option is the lesser of 

two evils.  
“And that’s what I hope that you will em-

brace, that this is going to be better than it 
could be,” he said to the crowd of neighbors 
at Tuesday night’s council meeting. 

The multiple developers involved in this 
subdivision have proposed 1,333 homes. 
However, up to 2,789 could be built if the 
developers utilized all of the incentives 
available under the conservation subdivi-
sion ordinance.  

City officials have said fewer acres would 
be developed using the conservation subdi-
vision design, though it may appear more 
density is being allowed. 

But nearby neighbors remain upset about 
more traffic and smaller lot sizes in their 
part of town, which they described as  
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“We’re the guinea pig in the experiment.”  

Mike Wooten 
DDC Engineers

BY ALAN BLONDIN 
BLONDINFREELANCE@GMAIL.COM 

Tomar ‘T-Bo’ Washington is preparing for a 
vehicular collision. 

That’s the level of trauma the Myrtle Beach 
resident believes is possible in the first profes-
sional bare knuckle boxing event in South Car-

olina next Friday. 
The fighting discipline was only recently ap-

proved in the state, and the inaugural event is 
Bare Knuckle Fighting Championship 35, which 
features 12 fights including three prelims be-
ginning at 8 p.m. at the John T. Rhodes Myrtle  
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DARE TO BARE

Horry County fighters competing in state’s first 
bare knuckle boxing event in Myrtle Beach

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Andy “The CrAsian” Nguyen spars with Fontini Kandris at the Fitness Edge MMA gymnasium in Carolina Forest on Mon-
day. Nguyen, 40, is training for the upcoming bout with Veronika “Russian Bomb” Dmitriyeva, 34, on Jan. 27.
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