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BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Parents packed the Horry Coun-

ty Board of Education meeting 
Monday to oppose proposed 
changes to the Academy for the 
Arts, Science and Technology 
(AAST) and the Scholars Academy. 

School officials have suggested 
making Scholars Academy a stand 

alone school and 
keeping freshman 
and sophomore stu-
dents out of AAST. 
But many parents 
want the programs 
to remain as they 
are. 

“I would be finding 
ways to replicate AAST rather than 
eliminating it,” said Josh Kay, who 

noted that AAST had a strong im-
pact on his oldest child. 

Last month, the newly-formed 
curriculum committee talked 
about the state of the two schools, 
in addition to the other HCS offer-
ings: the Academy of Technology 
and Academics (ATA), the Acade-
my for the  Arts, Science and Tech-
nology (AAST), Early College High 
School, Scholars Academy, the 

HCS Virtual School, the STEM pro-
gram at Conway High School, and 
the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) programs at Aynor High 
School and Socastee High. 

The district has at least one 
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics) class in 
every high school, and Chief Offi-
cer of Academics Boone Myrick 
said their goal in the next three 

years is to have all STEM options 
represented in all the high schools. 

“The large number of applicants 
for the AAST STEM program each 
year (approximately 600) high-
lights the need to provide more 
options for numerous students to 
pursue their interest in STEM,” 
said curriculum committee  
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 BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County’s new flood 

maps place more Bucksport and 
Socastee properties in high-risk 
zones, county officials said. 

The preliminary flood maps, 
which were prepared by the Fed-

eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and the S.C. De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), were published on the 
county’s website (www.hor-
rycounty.org/gis/flood) last 
week. However, the formal ap-
proval process might take until 
2020.  

“An exact schedule to complete 
all these steps is not possible to 
determine at this time,” county 
spokeswoman Kelly Moore said 
via email. “But it appears that it 
will take between 6 and 12 
months before these new maps 
can become official.”  

Once FEMA formally an-

nounces the publication of the 
maps, there’s a 90-day appeal pe-
riod, said Maria Cox Lamm, state 
coordinator for DNR’s flood miti-
gation program. FEMA then can 
review any appeals before mak-
ing its final determination on the 
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Parents frustrated with proposed changes to AAST, Scholars Academy

Kay

IS YOUR HOME IN A FLOOD ZONE?

Horry County publishes new FEMA flood maps

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
The waterline shows on a door of a house that experienced flooding after Hurricane Florence. 

Volunteers still needed for Family Fun Day 
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS 

ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Five years later, the Family Fun 

Day in Carolina Forest is still a 
much looked-forward-to-event. 

Scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 12 
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., volunteers are 
needed to help with the games 
planned for the 250-plus expected 
children. 

Coordinator Marilyn Keyser says 

the program isn’t changing  from 
previous years because “Everyone 
has always had a great time and we 
haven’t had any complaints.” 

Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Carolina Forest Library and Horry 
County Parks & Recreation, the 
event is on the grounds of the Car-
olina Forest Recreation Center, right 
beside the library. 

A $5 wrist band buys everything 
except the food. 

That includes the rock-climbing 
wall, the moon bounce, the boom 
blasters, skee ball, toss games, spin 
art, face painting, a petting zoo and 
for a slight charge, pumpkin paint-
ing. 

Parent-volunteers are needed to 
oversee the activities except the 
rock-climbing wall, which has its 
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BY TOM O’DARE 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Jarrett William Smith, a 2014 Car-

olina Forest High School graduate, 
has been arrested and charged by 
the FBI with distributing informa-
tion relating to explosives and 
weapons of mass destruction. 

According to an FBI affidavit, 
Smith is an Army private stationed at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. He is accused of 
giving out instructions on Facebook 
about building improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) and discussing possi-
ble targets, including Antifa and a 
major news network headquarters. 

The FBI said before joining the 
Army on June 12, 2017, Smith first 
engaged with a person named Craig 
Lang who had fought in the Ukraine. 
Smith told Lang that if he could not 
get to the Ukraine to fight, he would 
join the Army. 

On Dec. 8, 2018, after he joined the 
Army, the affidavit said that Smith 
led a group on Facebook that dis-
cussed Smith’s ability to build IEDs. 
He told the group that he could 
make cell phone IEDs in “the style of 
the Afghans.” According to an FBI 
bomb technician, Smith’s instruc-
tions on making a cell phone deto-
nator for an IED were accurate. 

The FBI said that on Aug. 19, Smith 
talked with an FBI informant in an 
online chat group about conducting 
an attack in the United States and 
that he was looking for more “radi-
cals” like himself. It was during this 
conversation that he talked about 
killing members of the far left group 
Antifa and destroying nearby cell 
towers or a local news station. 

On Aug. 21,  according to the affi-
davit, Smith told the informant  
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Conway soldier 
charged with giving 
out bomb info, 
threatening attacks

Volunteers 
are still 

needed for 
Carolina 
Forest’s 

Family Fun 
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