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Charles Perry, editor of
the Carolina Forest Chroni-

cle and the North Strand

News, was honored Satur-
day as S.C. Weekly Journalist
of the Year by the S.C. Press
Association.
A Loris native, Perry grad-

uated from Conway Chris-
tian School and earned a
bachelor’s degree in mass
communication from
Winthrop University.

“I am overwhelmed with
gratitude,” Perry said.
“When they announced the
award, I was sitting at a
table with my parents and
coworkers. Other than my
wife Jennifer and my high

school journalism teacher
Margaret Locklair, I can’t
think of a group of people
who have done more for me
as a reporter and friend.
They’ve praised and criti-
cized my work and prayed
for me. When something
like this happens, you see
just how many shoulders
have been carrying you." 
Perry, 35, has written for

newspapers and magazines
across South Carolina.
About half of his career has
been spent with daily news-
papers and half with weekly
newspapers.
Perry has won nearly 100

journalism awards, includ-
ing national honors for in-
vestigative reporting,
feature writing and commu-

nity service journalism 
He has covered hurri-

canes, floods, tornadoes
and ice storms. His profiles
have featured rodeo cow-
boys, racecar drivers and
rappers.
In 2017, under his editor-

ship, the Chronicle received
first place for community
service from the National
Newspaper Association for
stories about police mis-
conduct.
Newspapers edited by

Perry have won the top
prize for general excellence
in the S.C. Press Association
annual news contest on
four occasions.
Judges for the journalist

of the year wrote: “Perry’s
writing is outstanding. Car-

olina Forest residents bene-
fited from his reporting and
analysis of major financial
issues. The hurricane piece
was well-told with strong
human interest. Coverage of
Horry County’s land deals
and infrastructure issues
helped inform readers. The
story on Donna Major [one
of the victims in the
CresCom Bank robbery] was
intricately detailed and en-
gaging. 
“His work is well-written,

tightly edited and the type
of journalism that makes a
difference. The quality of
writing really draws readers
into the stories -- even if
they’re complex stories.

Thursday

APRIL 11, 2019

VOL XL, No. 2

843-248-6671
www.myhorrynews.com

$1.00

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Horry Independent’s
weekly edition 

County council mulls two tax hikes
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  

Horry County Council will
consider tax increases to
shore up the county’s cash-
strapped recreation and
waste management pro-
grams.
If approved, the hikes

would amount to 6.4 mills or
about $51 more per year for
an owner-occupied home
worth $200,000. However,
those increases would not im-
pact all homeowners in the
county. The increase for waste

management (about $24 per
year) would strictly affect the
unincorporated areas while
the recreation hike (about $27
per year) would be paid by
residents countywide. 
“That’s a lot,” said Horry

County Council Chairman
Johnny Gardner, who is in his
first year in office. “But…it’s
having to deal with some-
thing that’s been deferred for
years now, so it has to be ad-
dressed.”
Gardner is correct about

the delays. County staffers
have repeatedly warned

council members that they
could not continually pay for
recreation and waste man-
agement services with reserve
money. The county's recre-
ation account will go into the
red on July 1 without addi-
tional revenue or budget cuts.
County staff said the waste
management fund could be
sustained for another year be-
fore it is at the same point
where the recreation account
is now.
But the tax proposal, which

was discussed Tuesday by the
council’s infrastructure and

regulation committee,
marked a departure from the
tone of the council’s budget
workshop just four days ear-
lier.
The I&R committee unani-

mously recommended both
tax increases. However, the
$524 million budget that
council members approved
on Friday did not include any
tax increases or program cuts. 
Council members must

vote on the budget two more
times before it's finalized and
some councilmen want op-
tions other than raising taxes.

“I know we’ve gotten hit
with a lot of ‘It’ll take this tax
increase to do this and this tax
increase to do that,’” said
Councilman Gary Loftus, who
stressed that the county must
find ways to manage limited
resources. “I would challenge
staff, rather than giving us a
millage increase, give us some
interesting and different ways
of perhaps funding these
things.”
The money for recreation

comes from a countywide tax. 
If council members don’t

raise that tax rate, county

staffers have said there could
be severe program cuts. 
On the chopping block?

The Carolina Forest Recre-
ation Center. The county
spends nearly $900,000 each
year operating the facility,
which brings in just $275,000
in revenue. With the proxim-
ity of other recreation facilities
-- the YMCA and Pepper Ged-
dings in Myrtle Beach and
Carolina Forest Community
Church less than two miles
away -- county staff recom-
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Conway clerk rescues historic Elm Street house
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Horry County Clerk of
Court Renee Elvis
thinks her purchase of
the old Bell-Marsh
House on Elm Street in
Conway was meant to
be. She’s enjoying
coming up with ideas
about how to restore
and equip it, but some
of her ideas about
what to do with it re-
main in the hands of
the City of Conway.

Ready for
restoration

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Renee Elvis isn’t quite sure why
she wanted to buy an historic house
all but hidden by ivy, with the green
foliage even growing through the
windows into the house, but she’s
sure it was meant to be.
The Horry County Clerk of Court

vows that doing something so spon-
taneous and seemingly nonsensical
is totally out of character for her so

she believes there’s got to be a reason
for it.
It all started very innocently as she

drove home from work one after-
noon and saw a sign saying the old
Bell-Marsh house on Conway’s Elm
Street was going to be auctioned.
Immediately, she wanted it.
Elvis said she went home and

talked a possible purchase over with
her husband.
“I said, ‘Woody, it’s so cute. I’ve just

got to fix it to give it back to the peo-

ple of this city,” she remembers.
“Well, he was just like are you seri-

ous, and I said, ‘yeah’…Oh gosh, I re-
ally like it. My husband, he’s really
easy going so he’s like, whatever I
want he’s good with,” she said.
Before the auction she asked him

how high she should go with her
computer bids. He said stop at
$50,000.
But as the price increased, she

said, “He said, ‘Just go and let’s see
what happens.’”

She paid either $61,000 or $61,500.
She can’t remember which, but she’s
sure she got a deal on the house
that’s on Conway’s Historic Trail.
Dating back to 1850, the house was
built by Samuel Bell, a pine planta-
tion owner, who was also a state sen-
ator during the War Between the
States, according to Conway histo-
rian Ben Burroughs.
Before the sale closed, Elvis

headed to the house where she freed
it from the ivy infestation, cut back

bushes, put out a few potted plants
and hung American and South Car-
olina flags on the front porch to
make it look cared for again after ap-
pearing neglected for more years
than anyone can remember.
She couldn’t get inside at that

point, “but I had to get my hands on
it,” she said.
Since then the Elvises have dived

head first into remodeling the house,

Chronicle editor wins S.C. Journalist of the Year honor
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Chronicle editor Charles Perry receives the S.C. Weekly Jour-
nalist of the Year award from S.C. Press Association Execu-
tive Director Bill Rogers. PERRY, A3
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