
BY KATIE POWELL

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Carolina Forest Elemen-
tary School kindergarten
teacher Cori Shuford said it
seemed appropriate to be
talking about her profession
on Martin Luther King Jr.

Day.
“We kind of have a dream

here,” she said Monday. "We
want people to hear us and
see us and respect us. He
didn’t sit quietly, and we’re
not going to sit quietly any-
more."
Shuford is part of SC for

Ed, a statewide group com-
prised of 20,000 teachers
that is encouraging South
Carolina educators to take a
day off work, wear red
clothes, and join them at the
S.C. Statehouse on Jan. 29
for the SC for Ed Money
Matters Lobby Day.

SC for Ed wants major re-
forms to the state's public
education system, including
better compensation.
A starting salary for a

teacher in South Carolina is
about $32,000. Last week,
Gov. Henry McMaster pro-
posed spending $155 mil-

lion to give all S.C. public
school teachers a 5 percent
raise. He said that raise
would bring the average S.C.
teacher salary to $355 above
the average for Southeast-
ern states.
Kendra Pennington, who

teaches eighth grade special
education at Myrtle Beach
Middle School, said that
isn’t enough.

“A 5 percent raise puts us
at the southeast’s average,
but 20 percent would put us
at the national average,”
Pennington said. “We can’t
keep teachers in the class-
room. If we want to keep
good teachers in the class-
room, we’ve got to be com-
petitive. We’re pushing for 
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Carolina Forest teachers rallying for better pay

‘The wig makes a woman feel pretty again’

County changes

legal strategy in

opioid lawsuit
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Government
quietly dropped a federal
lawsuit against the country’s
three largest pharmaceutical
distributors last month, but
that doesn’t mean the coun-
ty’s legal fight is over.
Attorneys representing the

county said they plan to refile
the case in state court. At the
federal level, the lawyers said
the case was being treated
like a class action lawsuit,
limiting their influence and
the potential benefit to the
county.  
“The litigation has evolved

to the point where we will be
better off in state court,” said
Charles Whetstone, an attor-
ney with the Columbia law
firm Whetstone, Perkins &
Fulda. “At the end of the day,
we’ll have more control.”
Nearly one year ago, the

county filed the federal case
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People urged to ‘wake up’ at community’s
annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration

Marlisa Small
owns

Marlisa’s Wig
Studio and
Day Spa in

Little River. It
not only
provides

everything
from facials

to manicures,
it also

provides free,
brand new

wigs for
women going

through
cancer

treatment.
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When Marlisa Small de-
cided to give wigs away to
women battling cancer, she
had $50 in that bank ac-
count. Two weeks later, she
had $10,050.
That was eight years ago.
Today, the out-of-the-or-

dinary has become routine,
and she doesn’t hesitate to

use the word ‘miracle.’
The Bold & Beautiful Wigs

for Cancer Annual Gala,
which raised more than
$42,000 last year, is the
fundraiser for that ministry,
and the eighth annual is set
for Feb. 22.
The festivities, in The

Kensington Room at the
Embassy Suites at 9800
Queensway Blvd. in Myrtle
Beach, include a sit-down

dinner, an auction, a silent
auction, a cash bar and en-
tertainment by The Embers.
For tickets, which are

$100, call Small at 843-424-
1638 or Tammy Hayes at
843-340-2343, or stop in at
Marlisa’s Wig Studio and
Day Spa at 1561 Highway 17
N., Little River.
The first fundraiser was in

2010, but Small’s personal
story started way before

that.
She remembers seeing

two uncles die from bone
and lung cancer, and an
aunt die from breast cancer. 
When her own stage 4 cer-

vical cancer was diagnosed
in 1991, that wasn’t the only
issue she was dealing with.
She was 33, going through a
divorce, and had three
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“We will be better off

in state court. At the

end of the day, we’ll

have more control.”

Charles Whetstone
Attorney for Horry County

Horry County educators part of  statewide effort

Premier Community Drumline of
Georgetown performs at the
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Parade on Ocean Boulevard in
Myrtle Beach on Monday. Events
have been held throughout the
week honoring the slain civil rights
leader.
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Tickets available for annual Bold & Beautiful Wigs for Cancer Gala 
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