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Melissa Krupa has lived in a
camper with her five pets after
flooding from Hurricane Florence
ruined her Socastee home.

In 2015, water came roughly five
feet from her abode. The following
year, the residence saw two feet of
flooding. This time around, due to

Hurricane Florence, it was twice
that amount.

“It’s scary,” the Rosewood Es-
tates resident said. The communi-
ty was one of about 2,000 in Horry
County impacted by flooding. 

Krupa, who lives on White Pine
Drive, wasn’t the only person in
the county whose home has flood-
ed multiple times. “There are peo-
ple who live near me who have

flooded five times already since
2015,” she said.

She hopes the county will work
to relocate residents like her, hav-
ing gone back and forth to her na-
tive Pennsylvania to give her three
dogs and two cats more room.
Krupa was forced to stop working
part time as a bartender in order 
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A home is
sandbagged off
Rosewood Drive

in Socastee in the
flooding after

Hurricane
Florence. 
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Socastee flooding victims seek solutions
Local lawmakers have expressed interest in building diversion canal
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Horry County Council will not give Myrtle Beach $200,000 for a library and museum
project. The county opted to spend the money on recreation after a parking dispute.

County cuts funding for Myrtle Beach library, museum project
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
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Horry County officials will not
give the city of Myrtle Beach
$200,000 for a new library and chil-
dren’s museum.

County council instructed county
staff last week to prepare the paper-
work for them to transfer that
money to the county’s struggling
recreation department. Last year,
county leaders opted to withhold
the money from the city unless city
officials made their parking policy
more accommodating to county
residents.

“That negotiation’s been well
over,” Horry County Council Chair-
man Mark Lazarus said. “We’ve just
had that money sitting over there.”

The city initially planned to use
the money to help build a library

and children’s museum complex in
the Superblock, the area located
across from the former Myrtle
Beach Pavilion site from Main
Street to Broadway Street and
North Oak Street to 9th Avenue
North. Despite the initial interest,
the 2017 city election changed the
plans and timeframe for that proj-
ect. Since the change in leadership,
Myrtle Beach officials have toured
other cities to study downtown re-
vitalization and historic preserva-
tion. EdVenture, the children’s mu-
seum, also moved from its Oak
Street location to a temporary spot
in The Market Common while the
Superblock plans are being final-
ized.

City manager John Pedersen said
those plans should be finished in
February. Myrtle Beach City Coun-
cil would make a decision on the

project once that information is in
hand. 

Although he expects a new li-
brary to be part of the downtown
plan, Pedersen said city officials
have not factored the county’s
$200,000 into any budget for that
project.

“We were all unaware that there
would be any discussion about that
$200,000 at the county level [on
Wednesday],” he said. “We have not
included it in our funding plan
since the first time county council
did this.”

During a budget retreat last year,
county council said they would
withhold the money to give them
leverage in a parking dispute with
city officials.

In the summer of 2016, Myrtle 
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Maddox Moore, 2, is excited to see Santa arrive for the second annual Cookies & Cocoa with Santa at Grand Strand Medical Center. Visits from Santa will be sprinkled around the area for the next few weeks. Visits include
Mistletoe Market on Broadway Street on Saturday, Reindeer Games at Pepper Geddings Recreation Center from 5-9:30 p.m. Saturday, the Christmas Towne and Tree Lighting Celebration will begin at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Myrtle Beach Convention Center, the Myrtle Beach Professional Firefighters pancake breakfast with Santa begins at 8 a.m. Sunday at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Candlelight Caroling begins around 5 p.m.
on Saturday on the Myrtle Beach Boardwalk on Dec. 22 and the Myrtle Beach Fire Department’s Santa Detail will be from noon - 5 p.m. on Dec. 23 throughout Myrtle Beach. 

A BIG SMILE FOR COOKIES & COCOA WITH SANTA 
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