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More terminals, gates,
parking and passengers are
all part of Myrtle Beach
International Airport’s pro-
posed master plan that looks
at the airport’s future needs. 
The FAA-required docu-

ment with a 20-year outlook
is currently in development,
and after a second public
meeting this summer, the air-
port would like to submit its
final plan to the FAA in
November or December,
although Horry County
Director of Airports Scott Van
Moppes told the Myrtle
Beach Planning Commission
during a recent meeting that
it could take until the first
quarter of next year. 
The airport, which directly

serves about 50 markets with
nine airlines, is only responsi-
ble for bringing less than 5
percent of the Grand Strand’s
tourists to the area each year,
but it plays a crucial role in
opening up the beach to
parts of the country that
aren’t in easy driving distance. 
“It’s probably well over 95

percent that drive to the area,
but out of the 20 million visi-
tors that come here, we still
have a lot coming via the air-
port,” said Diane Charno, the
Myrtle Beach chamber’s
director of marketing. “I think
it was over 1.3 million
deplanements in 2019. So
that’s still an important
access point to the beach,
and it’s something that’s
grown a lot."
For example, Myrtle Beach

is less than a day’s drive from
places like Charlotte,
Wilmington, Raleigh and
other metropolitan areas
along the East Coast. The
same can’t be said for St.
Louis, Dallas or Denver.
“We know that if people

haven’t been here before or if
it’s a longer road trip, by pro-
viding access via air service,
it’s an easier option for them
to visit our market for the first
time,” Charno said. “With a
popular destination of our
size, we’re targeting up to 70,
80 markets during our peak
season in the summer. So we

do have pretty broad reach
already but we’re always look-
ing. We know if we attract
new visitors, they’re more
likely to return after having a
great experience and become
repeat visitors. And if any-
thing, they’re also maybe
even more likely to move here
in the future, and that’s all
good things for the Grand
Strand.” 
The airport has been grow-

ing over the past decade and
airport officials don't think it
will slow down. According to
MYR, the FAA estimates a 2
percent annual growth rate
for airports, but Myrtle Beach
International has had an
average 6.5 percent increase
in enplanements (people get-
ting on planes) every year
since 2010. The airport saw a
37 percent increase between
2016 and 2019. 
Since 2012, passenger traf-

fic through the airport grew
more than 76 percent,

Charno said, and the airport
has attracted three new air-
lines in the past five years. 
Those are Frontier Airlines,

Sun City Airlines and
Southwest Airlines, which will
start service from 10 cities
this summer, including
Nashville, Dallas, Kansas City,
St. Louis, Chicago and
Indianapolis, and a handful
of northern destinations as
well. 
“We do have pretty good

coverage in the Northeast
and more in the Midwest. We
want to continue to add
that,” Charno said. “So we’re
really excited about the addi-
tion of Southwest.” 
During a discussion of the

master plan for the planning
commission, Van Moppes
attributed the airport’s
growth to its low cost to air-
lines. 
“The reason we’ve been so

successful, the most success-
ful in adding destinations in

the entire state, is because we
keep our costs down below
that of others, and that’s how
we’ve been able to attract
three airlines in five years,” he
said, adding that “each of
them has commented how
low our cost of doing busi-
ness here is.” 
To bring in new airlines,

the airport works closely with
the chamber to find under-
served and unserved markets
with enough demand, said
MYR air service and business
analyst Lauren Whrung in an
email. The airport also uses
airline data reported to the
U.S. Department of
Transportation and U.S.
Census data, she said. 
The chamber of commerce

has a symbiotic relationship
with the airport, marketing to
residents in areas that have
air service to the beach, and
using tourist data to help the
airport find attractive new
markets for service. 

“What we do provide is
regular information on what
we see from visitors,” Charno
said, citing visitor origin data
from cellphones. “I can find
insights from where people
came from, no matter
whether they came by car or
airplane. Same with Visa card
spending, I kind of know ori-
gin of visitors based on how
they spend money in the
area, and that can give us a
lot of insight as well. I think it
helps them understand
potential opportunities for
markets and growth.” 
The airport’s master plan

was last revised in 2001. With
all the growth, it needs an
update. In 2018, more than
1.25 million people flew out
of MYR. In 2023, the airport is
expecting almost 1.7 million
people to take off. By 2028,
the number is projected at
1.87 million, and 2.31 million

Beginning April 11, Dogwood
Hill Baptist will return to a regu-
lar schedule for all services:
Sunday: Sunday School – 9:45
am., worship, 10:45 a.m.,
evening worship, 6 p.m.;
Wednesday: Prayer and Bible
study, TeamKID and Youth, 7 p.m.
There will be streaming Live on
Facebook and You Tube every
Sunday at 10:45 a.m. and 6:45
p.m.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This

box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals in
need are encouraged to come to
the box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the third
Saturday of each month from 8
a.m. until 10 a.m. “In accordance
with Federal civil rights law and
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and poli-
cies, the USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating
based on race, color, national

origin, sex, disability, age or
reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity in any pro-
gram or activity conducted or
funded by USDA. Persons with
disabilities who require alterna-
tive means of communication
for program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency (state
or local) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may contact
USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.

Additionally, program informa-
tion may be made available in
languages other than English. To
file a program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda. gov/com-
plaint_filing_cust.html and at
any USDA office, or write a let-
ter addressed to USDA and pro-
vide in the letter all of the infor-
mation requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint
form, call 866-632-9992. Submit
your completed form or letter

to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email: program.intake@usda.
gov. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.
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Low 57, mostly clear
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MYR developing airport expansion

plan with an eye on recovery

JANET MORGAN / THE LORIS SCENE

An American Airlines jet lifts off as a Spirit jet waits for clearance at the Myrtle Beach International Airport recently.

JANET MORGAN / THE LORIS SCENE

Pictured here is a recent photo of the inside of the airport terminal.
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S.C. Court of

Appeals agrees

young Bucksport

man’s killing

was justified
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The S.C. Court of
Appeals has unanimous-
ly upheld the Stand Your
Ground ruling in the
death of a former
Conway High School
football standout.
In June of 2016,

M’Andre Racquel
Cochran stabbed Emmit
Kelly in a residence on
Old Pee Dee Road in
Hemingway in
Georgetown County.
In 2018, Circuit Judge

Benjamin Culbertson
ruled that Cochran was
justified in defending
himself and his
estranged wife, who had
been having relations
with Kelly for about one
month before Cochran
came into the house,
found his children gone
and a man in bed with
his wife.
After he saw a strange

car outside of their
mobile home and the
front door of the house
open, Cochran said he
went into the kitchen,
grabbed a knife and
headed to the bedroom.
When he went into the
bedroom, Kelly jumped
up and asked Cochran
who he was. Cochran
responded by asking the
same question. 
There was testimony in

the Stand Your Ground
hearing that Kelly swung
at Cochran and Cochran
stabbed Kelly. Kelly then
jumped out of the win-
dow and bled to death.
At the time, this was

the 15th Circuit’s only
successful Stand Your
Ground proceeding.
Recently the S.C.

Circuit Court of Appeals,
in a unanimous decision,
affirmed Culbertson’s
ruling.
The three justices who

decided the case –
Aphrodite Konduros,
John Geathers and
Stephanie P. McDonald –
opined that there are
four elements that some-
one must prove to be
successful in a Stand
Your Ground effort.
They are: “The defen-

dant was without fault in
bringing on the difficul-
ty; (2) The defendant…
actually believed he was
in imminent danger of
losing his life or sustain-
ing serious bodily injury,
or he actually was in
such imminent danger;
(3) If the defense is
based upon the defen-
dant’s actual belief of
imminent danger, a rea-
sonable prudent man of
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