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Weather
High 49, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 30, clear

THURSDAY

High 46, sunny

FRIDAY

High 52, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 54, mostly cloudy

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, 581 Hwy. 348, Loris, will
have a choir cantata Sunday,
Dec. 22, at 5 p.m.

Cane Branch Baptist Church
will have a Christmas program
“It’s The Most Wonderful Time
of The Year,” presented by the
children and youth, Sunday,
Dec 22 at 6 p.m. Refreshments
will be served after the pro-
gram.

There will be an evening to
remember to celebrate what
God is doing through the

Buckners in Zambia. There will
be a meal, door prizes, a pres-
entation by Ken and Karen
Buckner, a silent auction and a
regular auction at The Center
for Health and Fitness auditori-
um, 3207 Casey St., Loris,
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, 5 p.m. –
8 p.m. Tickets for the meal are
$20 per person. (Only 200 tick-
ets available. Cash and checks
accepted.) Door prizes will be
given. Special guest and emcee
will be Ed Piotrowski and the
auctioneer will be Dale Shelley.
Some of Ken’s original wildlife
prints will be available at the

auction, as well as many other
great items. All proceeds will
go toward purchasing a bus for
the ministry in Zambia.
Come early to view the items
up for bid. Contact Frances
Gregory at 843-283-4662 if you
would like to purchase tickets
or for more information.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals in
need are encouraged to come

to the box. It is located inside
the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. This
institution is an equal opportu-
nity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets at
7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except December)
at Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For more information

call Charles Webster at 843-
756-4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club meets
the first and third Tuesday
evenings of each month from
7-8 p.m. at Dale’s Seafood. For
more information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Athana Gamble doesn’t
like her new job at CRP
Industries – she loves it!

She loves it so much that
she moved from Lumberton,
N.C., to Chadbourn so she
wouldn’t have so far to drive
everyday, and she says it’s
likely she’ll eventually move
to Conway.

Gamble admits that at
first, being one of only about
five women at the plant on
Bashor Road in the
Homewood community, she
was somewhat intimidated,
but no longer.

She says everybody is
friendly and they’re more
like a family than a work
community.

“I never had a job like this
and it makes me feel real
good about myself. It really
does – great opportunity,”
she said Tuesday when the
New Jersey-based company
officially celebrated its new
location with a ribbon cut-
ting, plant tours and refresh-
ments.

Since coming to work at
CRP, she said, “I wake up
every morning happy.”

And she isn’t the only one
thrilled about landing a job
with the company that

makes electronic power
steering devices and repre-
sents a $2.5 million capital
investment in Conway.

Chris Clark, also a
Chadbourn resident, feels
the same way.

Why does he like his new
job so much?

“The people,” he said. 
When he walks through

the door every morning,
someone greets him and
asks how he’s doing. He, too,
sees it like a family

“Everybody’s happy,” he
said. 

The 21-year-old also sees
his employment with CRP as
a great opportunity for his

future. 
The company plans to hire

115 workers over the next
five years. CEO Dan Schildge
says he isn’t sure exactly how
many employees the compa-
ny will begin its operations
with, but he thinks it’s some-
where between 20 and 30.

CRP Industries is a third-
generation business and a
veterans business He antici-
pates this being the first of
multiple investments in
South Carolina for the com-
pany.

“It’s pretty technical work
that we do,” he said, adding

New industry expects 115 jobs
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Jack Bordeau, director of remanufacturing for CRP Industries, JD McPherson, maintenance supervisor, and Thomas Rutherford,
director of research and development were at Tuesday’s ribbon-cutting ceremony offering tours of the plant for guests.

CRP, A3

Five things to know
about Horry County's
new plan for growth
and development
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

IMAGINE 2040 became
reality this past week.

Horry County’s compre-
hensive plan, which will
guide local development
for the next 20 years,
received unanimous
approval from county
council recently.

“We have a final prod-
uct, which I think is a good
product,” Horry County
Council Chairman Johnny
Gardner said. “It’s the law.

It’s effective now and we
move on.”

The county is required
to update its comprehen-
sive plan every 10 years.

Throughout the two-
year process of developing
IMAGINE 2040, officials
repeatedly stressed that
the county is expected to
see an additional 275,000
residents over the next two
decades and they should
be prepared for that popu-
lation boom. But they also
cautioned that they need

Concessions, advertising

drive interest in privatizing

county recreation centers 

COUNTY PLAN, A3

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County’s continued
interest in privatizing its
recreation centers can be
traced back to advertising
and chicken sandwiches. 

Next month, council
members will map out the
bidding criteria for compa-
nies interested in managing

the county’s rec centers in
Carolina Forest, the North
Strand and the South
Strand. For months, they
have discussed the possibili-
ty of turning those centers --
and the supervision of their
recreation programs -- over
to a private company. 

“It may not be the right
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Offering tours

Grand Strand cities approve hospitality fee
settlement; county wants to change deal
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There’s no deal for I-73 just
yet.

Horry County Council on
Monday agreed to most of the
terms in a proposed hospitali-
ty fee settlement with Grand
Strand cities, but the cities’
legal fees remain a sticking
point. After a nearly three-
hour special meeting, county
council members voted 7-5 to
support the settlement as
long as the cities’ legal bills
are not paid with fee money.

“I’m trying to put the onus
on them to pay their attor-
neys’ fees,” said county coun-
cilman Dennis DiSabato, who
suggested accepting the set-
tlement on that condition.
“We should not be supportive
of that in any way.”

Along with DiSabato, coun-
cil members Bill Howard,
Gary Loftus, Cam Crawford,
Orton Bellamy, Tyler Servant
and Johnny Vaught voted for
the conditional approval.

Councilmen Danny Hardee,
Al Allen, Paul Prince, Harold
Worley and chairman Johnny
Gardner opposed the deal. 

Those in opposition argued
that the $14.5 million per year
expected to be generated
from the settlement won’t
come close to covering the
$2.4 billion cost of construct-
ing I-73 from Horry County to
the North Carolina state line.

“Let’s be real here,” Worley
said. “This [$14.5 million per
year] is a drop in the bucket
compared to what we need.
That’s exactly what it is. … It is
time for the federal govern-
ment, it is time for the state
government, to step up and
help Horry County build this
road. And we cannot do it
alone. They have to help us.”

Of the six local public bod-
ies that voted on the settle-
ment Monday, Horry County
was the only that didn't sup-
port the agreement as writ-
ten. Atlantic Beach, Aynor,
Myrtle Beach, North Myrtle
Beach and Surfside Beach all

went along with the terms.
The Loris and Conway coun-
cils did not even vote on the
deal.

The county's changes to
the agreement must now go
back to the cities for their
approval before the settle-
ment can be presented to a
judge.

The proposed settlement
was billed as the way to
resolve a lawsuit that the city
of Myrtle Beach filed against
Horry County in March over
the county’s 1.5% hospitality
fee, a levy that has traditional-
ly been collected on restau-
rant meals, hotel stays and
admission tickets sold coun-
tywide. The fee was created in
the 1990s to pay for road proj-
ects such as S.C. 31 and S.C.
22. 

The fee likely would have
ended in 2019 if Horry
County Council hadn’t
removed a sunset provision in
the ordinance that created it.
That provision stated that
once the road debt was paid

off, the county could no
longer collect that money.

County leaders had
planned to use hospitality
money for building I-73, but
they also hoped to spend a
portion of those dollars on
improving public safety serv-
ices. That upset some munici-
pal leaders, who objected to
fees being collected inside
their borders paying for coun-
ty services.

Although Myrtle Beach
filed the lawsuit, court records
state the case is also for a
"class of similarly situated
plaintiffs.” After the lawsuit
was filed, municipal govern-
ments across the Grand
Strand lined up in support of
Myrtle Beach’s position.

So far, court rulings have
gone in the cities’ favor. The
county is barred from collect-
ing the fee inside city limits
while the lawsuit is pending.

The proposed settlement
called for reestablishing a
countywide 1.5% hospitality
fee, which is projected to

bring in $43.7 million per year
annually. As part of the settle-
ment, more than $14.5 mil-
lion of that money would be
pledged to I-73. The city of
Myrtle Beach would receive
$12.8 million (the city collects
the most fee revenue of any
local government) and Horry
County would get $8.5 mil-
lion. North Myrtle Beach ($5.3
million), Surfside Beach ($1.1
million), Conway ($1.1 mil-
lion), Aynor ($133,272), Loris
($160,288), and Atlantic
Beach ($46,463) would each
receive a share as well under
that deal.

It's unclear how Loris and
Conway not participating
would impact the settlement. 

After meeting behind
closed doors for an hour and
15 minutes, county council
members returned to open
session and hashed out their
differences in public.

Worley raised the same
objection he’s been making
for weeks: that Myrtle Beach's
attorneys will receive $6-7

million in legal fees as part of
the settlement.

That money would come
from a pot of about $19 mil-
lion that was collected
between the time the hospi-
tality fee-funded roads were
paid off and a judge's ruling
that the county had to stop
collecting the 1.5% fee in the
city limits. The treasurer’s
office is holding that money
and county officials said
would likely go to the cities
under the proposed deal.

Loftus stressed that the
cities can do what they want
with their money.

“That does not come from
any county money at all in
any way, shape or form what-
soever,” he said. “That’s the
cities paying these attorneys,
not us.” 

Some council members
blasted the cities for objecting
to a similar proposal earlier
this year. 

“We’re right back to the
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