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With party facing ethics fines, current and former
Horry County GOP officials questioning why
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Horry County Republican
Party potentially faces thousands
of dollars in fines for not filing financial disclosure forms with the
State Ethics Commission over the

last four years, but current and former party officials question
whether they even needed to submit those records.
Last week, local party leaders
said the commission had levied a
$1,700 penalty against the organization. They said the commission

warned the local leadership that
failing to file the mandatory forms
could result in up to $85,000 in
penalties. That revelation has led
to finger-pointing among the current leaders, who were selected in
April and are accusing their predecessors of leaving them in this

predicament. At least one of the
former officials maintains that isn’t
true.
“Here’s the thing about it: there’s
no violation,” said Dreama Perdue,
one of the party’s former co-chairs.
“It’s a problem with the people
who have taken over and tried to

destroy the party.”
Eric Santorelli, the county GOP’s
treasurer, referred questions about
the ethics fines to Roger Slagle, the
local party chairman. Slagle could
not be reached for comment.
ETHICS FINES, A3

GAY DOLPHIN TURNS 75 THIS YEAR
What’s all the
buzz about?
JANET MORGAN AND JOSHUA HARDEE

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Tourists wiggled around
the gray-haired, bearded
man struggling with a
jammed price gun.
His tall frame perched on a
set of short steps, the Ocean
Boulevard icon fumbled with
the contrary contraption.
“Arghhh. It’s new. New and
it doesn’t work. I can fix it,”
he said, looking over the top
of his reading glasses with a
sly, slightly tilted smile easing across his face.
Justin “Buz” Plyler knows a
thing or two million about
getting the job done.
Like a needy older sibling,
the Gay Dolphin has kept
Plyler buzzing since he was
child earning him the energetic nickname.
“Nobody in their right
mind would be in this business,” he said. “This is how I
grew up. To begin with, Myrtle Beach was a resort for mill
workers and they were making a quarter an hour. We
had to find things cheap
enough to sell to them and it
continues to be a big effort.
We know that you’re going to
be much more successful if
you have less expensive
product.”
The products range from
authentic alligator feet back
scratchers, seashell chandeliers, tide clocks, baby sharks
in jars, Elvis Presley and
Marylin Monroe framed portraits, a llama statue, sterling
silver earrings, stickers of
JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
happy avocados, Bob Ross
There is a lot to see at the Gay Dolphin Gift Cove as it marks its 75th anniversary. The Myrtle Beach landmark is about 30,000 square feet divided into eight offset levels splitting the 50
GAY DOLPHIN, A2 gift coves with separate themes. See more photos at myhorrynews.com.

‘It’s historic’: Myrtle Beach housing market booming while inventory is shrinking
BY JONATHAN HAYNES

JONATHAN.HAYNES@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The housing market in Myrtle
Beach is still running hot, with
homes selling in days well above
the purchasing price.
“Everything is going into multiple offers within 24/48 hours over
asking price,” said Seth June,

owner and broker-in-charge of
S.H. June and Associates.
According to the National Association of Realtors, 8% of Myrtle
Beach-area homeowners bought
their home in the past year, during
which the median home value increased by over 10% to $267,000.
Nationally, “the median existinghome price for all housing types

saw a record year-over-year increase of 23.6% in May 2021,” read
an NAR press release. In April, national “median home prices were
up 19% from April 2020.”
Jason Potter, owner and broker
in charge of Grand Strand Coastal
Realty, said homes are selling so
fast that he has record-low inventory.

“We are usually managing 5-7
months worth of inventory, meaning that if we were not to introduce
any more homes to our inventory
we’d run out in 5-7 months,” he explained. “We were around 3-4
months before the pandemic.
Now, we’re just over one month inventory levels.”
The housing market has been

booming nationwide, but the
south is driving much of the trend.
NAR found that the 45% of home
sales were in southern states, leading the west and midwest by over
20% each.
The Myrtle Beach area is no exception.
HOUSING, A3

