
PANTHER CLASSIC BRINGS

TOP PREP HOOPS TALENT TO

CAROLINA FOREST, B1

MEET CAROLINA FOREST

HIGH SCHOOL’S TEACHER OF

THE YEAR, A8

THIS WEEK’S EDITION: 

THREE SECTIONS, 26 PAGES
$1.00STILL ON TOP PAGE B1

DECEMBER 21, 2018 |Vol. XII, No.7(843) 236-4810 www.myhorrynews.com | Waccamaw Publishers, Inc., 2510 Main St., Conway, SC 29526 Attention: Delivery

PRESORTED

STANDARD

U.S.POSTAGE PAID

CONWAY, S.C. PERMIT

NO. 44

POSTAL PATRON

BY JANET MORGAN AND

CHARLES D. PERRY

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County officials
refused to sign off on
Myrtle Beach leaders’
plan to borrow millions
for improvements to the
former Myrtle Beach Air
Force Base, setting up a
potential legal show-
down between the two

governments.
City officials insist they

don’t need the county’s
approval to move for-
ward with issuing $13
million in bonds, and
said Friday that the
bonds have already been
sold. 
“We have just decided

to plow forward, to move
forward with what we’re
doing,” Myrtle Beach

City Manager John Ped-
ersen said, referring to
improvements at the
4,000-acre site.
The projects include

repairing streets, parking
facilities, fixing storm
water issues, installing
CCTV cameras, updating
playground equipment
and infrastructure im-
provements for hotel de-
velopment. Additionally,

the plans call for ex-
panding the city’s law
enforcement center.
Pedersen said the only

entities required to ap-
prove the bond is-
suances are the city of
Myrtle Beach and the
Myrtle Beach Air Force
Base Redevelopment
Authority, the group
tasked with re-envision-
ing the former military

site.
The county and school

district have no say if the
bonds are issued, Peder-
sen said.
He said the city hand

delivered notice of the
bond issuance to the
county and school dis-
trict on Tuesday. The no-
tices, he said, were not

TAX DISTRICT, A3

Horry County and Myrtle Beach officials spar over tax district
City officials insist they don’t need county’s approval to move forward with issuing $13 million in bonds

FILE
Horry County and Myrtle Beach may wind up in court.
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Adjusting to life after the death of
her oldest daughter has been tough for
Linda Green. Nicolette “Nikki” Green
would have been 44 years old on Dec.
27. 
“We would have been planning a big

to-do,” her mother said.
On Sept. 18, two Horry Sheriff’s Of-

fice deputies were transporting Nico-
lette “Nikki” Green and 45-year-old
Wendy Newton of Shallotte, North
Carolina, when their van was overtak-
en by floodwaters in Marion County. 
The deputies escaped the van, but

the women, who were mental health

patients, were trapped inside and
drowned.
Having to deal with a child’s death is

hard enough, but the circumstances
surrounding the case frustrate Nico-
lette Green’s father Donald.
“That’s a real bitter pill to swallow,”

he said.

A mother, daughter remembered
Photos of Nikki decorate her par-

ents’ Socastee area home.
She’s remembered as someone with

a great sense of humor and love for an-
imals as well as an individual who
cared greatly for babies and the elder-
ly. 
Her parents said she was also a tal-

ented pianist with a beautiful singing
voice and participated in cheerleading
while in high school.
Since her death, her mother and fa-

ther have leaned on one another for
support, as well as friends in the
northern part of the country.
A few days after her death, Nikki

Green was buried in her home state of
Pennsylvania. Classmates purchased
a wreath and visited her gravesite.
“When we had her funeral up there,

we couldn’t believe the number of
people who showed up,” Donald
Green said.
Nicolette Green is survived by two
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Family struggles on the cusp of Christmas, birthday with death

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
“We have people to talk to – each other and family and friends back home – but
mainly we want answers,” Linda Green said of dealing with the death of her
daughter Nicolette “Nikki” Green as Christmas and her birthday approaches.

FIVE YEARS LATER
Community gathers at ceremony dedicated to Heather Elvis

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.CM
Away from the hugging well wishers, Debbi Elvis takes a moment to light her own luminaria during an annual vigil marking the disappearance of Heather Elvis at
Peachtree Boat Landing. The goal of the vigil is to honor Heather Elvis and others who have lost family members. The family is calling the annual event H.E.L.P.P.,
which stands for hope, encouragement, love, purpose and perseverance.
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Candles lit the spot Heather Elvis was be-
lieved to have been five years ago as communi-
ty members gathered Tuesday night at
Peachtree Boat Landing in Socastee. 
The waters of the Intracoastal Waterway were

still as a sailboat creaked and an owl peered at
vigil attendees from atop a tree branch.
Dusk surrendered to night as Elvis’ mother

Debbi lit a candle, using it to ignite others’ and
the light spread from the teal crosses to the
water’s edge.
Heather Elvis was last heard from in the early

morning hours of Dec. 18, 2013. Her car was
found at the landing, spawning numerous
searches for the 20-year-old.
Sidney Moorer and Tammy Moorer were

both charged with kidnapping and conspiracy
to kidnap in connection with Elvis’ vanishing. 
Sidney Moorer’s 2016 trial for kidnapping

ended in a mistrial as the jury deadlocked. He
was found guilty in August 2017 of obstructing
the police investigation and sentenced to 10
years in prison. Sidney Moorer’s kidnapping
trial will take place in Georgetown County at a
later date.
Tammy Moorer was tried separately from her

husband. A jury found her guilty at the conclu-
sion of her October trial and a judge sentenced
her to 30 years in prison. 
The Moorers were both charged with murder,

but those charges were later dropped. 
The lighting of the candles was symbolic of

the support neighbors give to one another, 
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