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Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor
Jimmy Richardson has dis-
missed the state’s charges
levied against convicted mur-
derer Brandon Council, but
prosecutors maintain they
still have the opportunity to
pursue the case if they so
choose.
Last week, Richardson

talked about plans to dismiss
the charges with leave to re-
store at a later date. He an-
nounced Tuesday the
charges had been dropped.
Richardson spoke with

family members of the two
women Council gunned
down during the Aug. 21,
2017, robbery about the pros
and cons of different options,
and he said that the families
supported his decision.

“They’re in total agree-
ment,” he said.
Last month, a federal jury

sentenced Council to death
at the conclusion of his
weeks-long trial in Florence.
The jury had found the

Wilson, N.C., man guilty of
two counts — bank robbery
resulting in death and use of
a firearm in furtherance of a
violent crime in a manner
that constitutes murder.
Council’s charges came from
the killing of bank employees
Katie Skeen and Donna
Major during a robbery at the
CresCom Bank branch on
16th Avenue in Conway.
Attorneys described how

Council committed two rob-
beries in his home state be-
fore heading to Conway.
He stayed at the Conway

Express Inn near the bank for
a few days before the mur-

ders.
The day of the Conway

robbery, he shot both Skeen
and Major multiple times be-
fore fleeing in Skeen’s
Chrysler.
Council headed to North

Carolina where he shopped,
partied and paid for a Mer-
cedes-Benz before he was
apprehended by police two
days after the crime.
During an interview with

federal agents, he confessed
to the murders, records show.
Apart from the federal

case, Council once faced
state charges of two counts of
murder, armed robbery, en-
tering a bank with intent to
steal, possession of a weapon
during a violent crime, sale or
delivery of pistol to, and pos-
session by, certain persons
unlawful; stolen pistol, and
grand larceny after being

served warrants by the Con-
way Police Department.
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Eight Conwayites on the ballot for Tuesday
Seven Conwayites are

vying Tuesday for three
seats on the Conway City
Council. Incumbents Tom
Anderson and Larry White
are seeking re-election, and
one seat was left vacant
with former councilman
Ashley Smith resigned to
take over the city’s Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment.

Larry White
Larry White, one of two

incumbents on the council
seeking re-election, hopes
he’ll get another nod from
Conway voters.
White, who has served

two, almost three, terms on

council agrees that the top
two issues on Conwayites’
minds are flooding and
rapid growth.
White is pragmatic about

fixing flooding, saying Con-
way can’t do it alone. It’s
going to take the coopera-
tion of the state, county,
federal government and the
Corps of Engineers. He’d
even like to see some North
Carolina representatives
join any efforts to fix the
flooding problem because
much of the floodwater
from Hurricane Florence
came from the Tar Hill State.
Rapid building is the sec-

ond issue.
“How much are we going

to allow to be built and
where they’re going to be
building,” he said, adding
that nearby residents are
worried about water runoff,
which goes back to the
flooding issue.
He wants state leaders to

loosen up on their restric-
tions on impact fees so de-
velopers can pay larger and
more flexible impact fees,
large enough and flexible
enough in what they can be
spent on to keep the city
from having to pick up the
tab for extra police and fire-
fighters needed due to de-
velopment.
“It has to be legislatively

done, but again we’ve got to

have the conversation,” he
said.
White is a graduate of

Conway High School and
Elizabeth City State Univer-
sity in Elizabeth City, N.C.,
where he studied education
and played French horn in
the band.
After graduation, he

taught for 21 years at Socas-
tee Middle School where he
helped with the band and
coached a good basketball
team, he said.
Before retirement, he

worked as a health educator
for the Department of
Health and Environmental
Control and as an outreach
and enrollment specialist

with the Health Care Part-
ners of South Carolina.
He is a lifelong member

of Bethel AME Church. 
White said he hopes that

whoever is elected to coun-
cil this time will work to-
gether with the current
council to make Conway
the great city that it needs to
be.

Liz Gilland
After spending 16 years

on the Horry County Coun-
cil, eight of those as chair-
woman, Conway native Liz
Gilland has turned her
focus to helping build Con-
way.
“I’m not doing enough to

make a difference, so I tried
to assess what it is that I’m
most interested in…I think I
do government well,” she
said.
And she adds that with-

out a family or career domi-
nating her time she has
plenty of time to devote to
the Conway City Council.
“I really enjoy public serv-

ice. I hate politics, but I like
public service so I thought
I’d toss my hat in the
ring…,” she said.
Gilland says since she’s

been campaigning and
working to learn more
about Conway and some of

Q. I’ve seen people cut-
ting trees at the corner of
Cultra Road and Oak Street
across from the Sunhouse.
Can you tell me what is
going on there?
A. Horry County public

information officer Kelly
Moore says developers are
clearing that land to build
single-family homes. The
current proposal includes
13 single-family lots along
the roadway with 113 acres
remainding. Under the cur-
rent zoning, the lots are re-
quired to be
20,000-square-feet. Jessica
Hucks, Conway’s new plan-
ning director, says, at some
point, the property will be
annexed into the City of
Conway.
Q. What is the level of

education of each Horry
County School Board
member? 
A. Horry County School

District spokesperson Lisa

Bourcier referred us to the
Horry County School Dis-
trict’s website for board bi-
ographies.
She sent along this link,

https://www.horrycoun-
tyschools.net/Page/12156.
However, we did some of

the work for you.
School Board Chairman

Ken Richardson graduated
from Conway High School
and earned an associate’s
degree in business from
Horry-Georgetown Techni-
cal College.
John Poston graduated

from Francis Marion Uni-
versity and Clemson Uni-
versity; Ray Winters earned
undergraduate degrees in
history and political sci-
ence as well as a master’s
degree in public adminis-
tration from South Ala-
bama and a juris doctor
degree from Loyola Univer-

State charges against convicted murder Brandon
Council to be dismissed, but could be reinstated

Council

ELECTION, A2

Sam Steyer, son of Democratic presidential hopeful Tom Steyer, vis-
ited Conway earlier yesterday and had lunch with members of the
community at the Owens Community Center on Sam West Road. 
“It’s very important to have the community informed.  If you’re not
informed in this high tech world, you are lost,” said Mary Owens, who
owns the community center facility along with her husband, Roy. 
The younger Steyer said the quickest way to get to know someone is
to get to know their family, and he was helping his dad do some cam-
paigning in South Carolina. He said the elder Steyer plans to return to
South Carolina in the coming months as the presidential election
looms closer. 
Steyer spoke of his grandparents and family values, saying that his fa-
ther learned from them that actions speak louder than words. 
“He always encouraged me to face my fears,” Steyer said.
He mentioned that some of the same partners helping with his dad’s
campaign currently were business partners with him decades ago, at-
testing to his father’s ability to build long-lasting business relation-
ships. 
He said part of Tom Steyer’s core message includes the “Five Rights.”
The first right, he said, is that everyone should have the right to a liv-
ing wage, and a job that gives someone the dignity of work.
The next, was the right to an education. Third, he said, was that every-
one should have the right to clean air and water. Fourth is the right to
vote, and fifth is the right to affordable healthcare.
“Private insurance should be allowed to exist, but a public option
should be available,” Steyer said. 

Sam Steyer visits Conway
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