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Horry County’s elementary 

school students will return to 
five-day, face-to-face classes on 
Feb. 8. 

That day will mark the end of 
the hybrid model of instruction, 
which involves some in-person 
classes and virtual education. 
The week of Feb. 1 will continue 
in the hybrid format.  

“We have quite a bit of 
changes going on that first week 
– students returning to brick and 
mortar from virtual, almost 
3,000 of them,” said Chief of Stu-
dent Services Velna Allen, sitting 
in for Superintendent Rick 
Maxey. “We decided to have that 
one week as a phase-in – to get 

used to new students. High 
school students will start differ-
ent schedules.” 

If students are currently en-
rolled in the K-12 HCS virtual 
program or have enrolled in the 
virtual program for the second 
semester, this announcement 
does not affect those students. 

The $5 million plexiglass addi-
tions were installed in elemen-
tary schools over the last week, 
and the district has also com-
pleted the installations at Socas-
tee Middle, with Myrtle Beach 
Middle and Ten Oaks Middle 
coming soon. 

The other middle and high 

schools will have different con-
figurations.  

Building services employees 
are meeting with principals to 
plan for the completion of mid-
dle and high school installa-
tions.  

According to the state Depart-
ment of Health and Environ-
mental Control (DHEC) guide-
lines, plexiglass on desks will 

 
FIVE-DAY SCHEDULE, A2 

Elementary students return to five-day schedule Feb. 8
Day will mark end of hybrid model of instruction

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
A man rides a bicycle on the path off Carolina Forest Boulevard on Friday. Horry County’s widening project is expected to be finished by early July and come in millions under budget. 
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The emptiest bench in Conway sits be-

neath a sprawling pecan tree just off 
Fourth Avenue.  

By Monday afternoon, black bows, a 
heart-shaped balloon and flowers cov-
ered the seat, but a void remained. 

Herman Days, the man who often spent 
his mornings and afternoons on that 
bench, won’t be back to wave at those 
driving past. Days was found uncon-
scious at his home earlier this month, 
friends say. He held on for about two 
weeks — even after Facebook posts said 
he had passed — but the 69-year-old died 
of natural causes last week at Conway 

Medical Center. 
During his life, Conway’s unofficial 

greeter made hundreds if not thousands 
of friends, most of whom he probably 
never met. Sitting on a bench that once 
held a Ronald McDonald statue, Days of-
fered the simplest of gestures — a smile 
and a wave — and became a landmark of 
encouragement in the process.  

Children stared out of minivan win-
dows hoping he’d see them. Truckers 
honked in recognition. Exhausted com-
muters searched for a reassuring face 
after a long day.  

“It makes a difference,” said Jerry Faulk, 
who called Days his friend for about 60 

 
HERMAN DAYS, A6 

Conway mourns man who offered waves, smiles and kindness 
An unassuming bench by a 

winter-barren pecan tree 
sits between Church and 
Apple streets in Conway. 

Traffic buzzes by on Fourth 
Avenue on a rainy Monday. 

Some drivers blow their 
horns, some stare and a few 
waved at the empty bench. 

That bench is where 
Herman Days sat most 

mornings and afternoons 
waving at folks passing by. 

Days, 69, died on Friday. 
JANET MORGAN 

JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
  
The widening of Carolina 

Forest Boulevard should be 
finished this summer. 

Horry County officials pro-
vided an updated timeline 
for the road’s construction 
last week. The project, which 
began in 2019, is expanding 
the two-lane portion of the 
road to four lanes from Gate-
way Drive to River Oaks 
Drive. It’s expected to be fin-
ished in early July, though in-
clement weather could delay 
the completion date. 

“Much progress has been 
made,” said Jason Thomp-
son, who manages RIDE III, 
the county’s nearly $600 mil-
lion road-building program. 
“Right now, the contractor’s 
still on schedule. As you can 
see riding up and down Car-
olina Forest [Boulevard], 
there’s a lot of asphalt work 
being done.” 

Thompson discussed the 
project with about 50 people 
at the Carolina Forest Civic 
Association’s Jan. 20 meeting. 
He said the original comple-
tion date for the project was 
May 17, but the county has 
granted the contractor an 
additional 49 days for rainy 
weather. 

The boulevard widening 
ranks No. 3 on the list of 20 
projects in RIDE III. Original-
ly projected to cost nearly 
$55 million, county officials 
said the widening should 

Boulevard widening still on track
Despite rain delays, county officials expect project to be finished by summer

come in millions under 
budget.  

The county has commit-
ted nearly $35.6 million to 
the roadwork so far, but that 

doesn’t include the cost of a 
second multipurpose path. 
That path wasn’t in the 
road’s original design, but 
community demand for the 

path and the projected 
budget savings led county 
officials to include the sec-
ond path. They have added 
more traffic lights as well. 

During last week’s meet-
ing, residents raised safety 
questions about the project. 
Some worried about the 
lack of lighting on the road 

— the county has no street 
lights program — and the 
design of the multi-use 
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