
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

About 150 students are gearing up for the South Carolina 
High School Rodeo championship that will soon be under-
way this month in Horry County. 

Organizer Stacy Smith said nearly 25 local students will 
be competing, as well as others from across the state. 

“I’m just looking forward to, as every year, raising more 
awareness in the area,” Smith said. “There’s always a lot of 
people who haven’t been to a rodeo … it’s done as a per-
formance. We’ve got some really, really talented kids who 
ought to go far after high school.” 

The gate opens at 6:30 p.m. with performances starting 

at 8 p.m. March 17-18 at Res-Les Farm, 1208 Gilbert Rd. in 
Conway. 

This local event was started to help raise awareness 
about high school rodeos, Smith said. At the time, her 
daughter was the only high schooler who was involved 
from Horry County. Her family’s efforts over the last eight 
years have changed that. 

“It has worked, we are really proud of that,” she said, 
adding that number has grown to over 20 locally. “We’ve 
really been able to see the fruits of our labor.” 

Rodeo events include bull and bronc riding, barrel rac-
ing, team roping, breakaway roping and steer wrestling. 

High school students and junior high schoolers have the 
opportunity to win money and scholarships, Smith said. 

All of the participants will be competing for the state 
championship, Smith said. Those who are the top four at 
state will go on to nationals. 

The 8th annual event is sponsored by Bell & Bell, The 
Jerry Cox Co., Hearl Heating AC & Electrical, and The 
Cypress Inn. 

Tickets are $10 and children five years old and under 
enter for free. 

On-site food vendors will be available. 
“I’d like to welcome everybody out and I can promise 

you it’ll be good, clean family fun,” Smith said.  
“Just be prepared to see some fast and furious rodeo act, 

and cheer on these kids as they compete for state and 
national titles.” 

Wednesday 

MARCH 8, 2023 

 

VOL 28, No. 24 

 

843-756-1447 

 
Waccamaw Publishers, Inc. 

2510 Main St., Conway, SC 29526 

Attn: Delivery
 
 

50¢

POSTAL PATRON

 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

U.S.POSTAGE 
PAID 

CONWAY, S.C. 

PERMIT NO. 44

Address Service Requested

© 2021 Waccamaw Publishers, Inc.

WEDNESDAY  

High 64, 

Sunshine and Clouds 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

Low 42, 

Wind and Rain 

THURSDAY 

High 58, 

Partly Cloudy 

THURSDAY NIGHT 

Low 45, 

Cloudy with Rain 

FRIDAY 

High 60, 

Cloudy 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Low 36, 

Cloudy with Showers 

SATURDAY 

High 52 

Clouds and Sunshine 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

High 33 

Few Clouds

| OUTSIDE |

Weather

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  

I
n the back of a burgundy pickup, Cad 
Holmes spreads out his history. It’s con-
tained in white binders filled with black-

and-white photographs and documents. 
The binders bear the names of South 
Strand plantations and cemeteries, places 
that help explain how Holmes’ family 
arrived in the Burgess area in the early 
1800s. 

The 78-year-old speaks about his ances-
tors and where they are buried. Sometimes, 
he visits those cemeteries in the pine 
forests and clears the brush from around 
the graves. But these days he’s not only 
concerned with sharing the history of his 
community. He worries about losing it. 

“I feel like we’re forgotten,” Holmes said. 
“When I see all the flooding, how the area’s 

growing, the decimation of the trees. … If 
we kind of paid a little more close attention 
to what’s happening and how things are 
being done in the Burgess community, we 
can survive. But … we’re going to be wiped 
out, it seems to me, before this thing is all 
over.”  

Chief among Holmes’ concerns is the 
project detailed in another binder: the 
Southern Evacuation Lifeline (SELL), a road 
and bridge project that would connect the 
South Strand with western Horry County. 
SELL has been discussed for decades, but it 
generated a buzz because last week Horry 
County Council unanimously passed a res-
olution expressing support for the project.  

“It’s going to devastate us,” Holmes said. 
  

TWO DECADES OF STRUGGLE 
Although the council’s resolution isn’t 

binding — it includes no funding and does-

n’t commit the county to a route for SELL 
— council members hope the document 
will signal to Horry’s legislative delegation 
that they are willing to pony up matching 
funds for SELL if  state lawmakers will con-
tribute to the cause. 

“This is a project that’s much needed,” 
said Horry County Councilman Tyler 
Servant, who represents the South Strand. 
“If you look at the population growth on 
the south end of Horry County, and really 
Georgetown County, if the bridge in 
Georgetown has to close down when it gets 
over 50-mile-an-hour winds, everybody’s 
coming north. … If you look at these evac-
uation times, there has to be another 
bridge built across the Waccamaw [River]. 
And if not, we’re going to lose lives. It’s not 
if, it’s just when.” 

The exact path of the road remains 
unclear. In 2008, local leaders released a 

draft environmental impact study that out-
lined a 22-mile highway and bridge system 
connecting S.C. 22 with U.S. 17 Bypass on 
the South Strand. Yet the project lan-
guished because of a lack of funding. After 
an initial $4 million federal investment, the 
original study became outdated and the 
Federal Highway Administration dropped 
the project in 2018. 

The reason county leaders are focused on 
SELL now is because of RIDE III, the road-
building sales tax that county voters 
approved in 2016. That funding package 
included $25 million for SELL, and those 
dollars are paying for a new environmental 
impact study to help determine the best 
route for the road and bridge. This work 
must be done before the county can pursue 
any permits.  

 
SELL, A2 

As officials look to fund South Strand evacuation route, some locals push back 

Loris tables vote to hand elections to Horry County
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Loris leaders are post-
poning the decision on 
whether or not the city will 
allow the Horry County 
Voters Registration and 
Elections office to manage 
its elections. 

City council tabled the 
vote Monday night after 
some council members said 
the drafted ordinance was 
too similar to Surfside 
Beach’s ordinance and 
some residents voiced 
opinions against the 
change.  

“I just put a draft there to 

get your feedback on,” said 
city attorney Kenneth Moss. 
“I didn’t have a lot of direc-
tion…” 

Councilman Carroll 
Padgett said he isn’t inter-
ested in the city pursuing 
Horry County being in 
charge of its elections. 

“I’m not for giving the 

elections to the county,” he 
said. “Once you take it from 
the people … then you’ve 
got a problem.” 

Padgett added the draft 
looked identical to 
Surfside’s. The town pays 
Horry County Election 
Commission to conduct its 
elections and establish its 

precincts, according to the 
town’s ordinance. 

Councilman Lewis 
Hardee added there was no 
way council could take a 
vote Monday. 

Multiple city residents 
spoke out against the city 
proposing to allow the 
county to manage its elec-

tions, saying they did not 
realize the city had an issue 
finding poll workers. 

“I’m sure people would’ve 
stepped up to help … Loris 
is a self-sufficient town,” 
said resident Lynn Greco. 
“Please reconsider farming 

 
ELECTIONS, A5 

SADDLE UP

Walker McAbee hangs on in the saddle bronc competition of the South Carolina High School Rodeo Association rodeo outside of Conway on Friday, March 18, 2022.

JANET MORGAN JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
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