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City of Loris passes first reading of proposed budget
HANNAH STRONG OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Loris residents would
not pay more in taxes
under the budget city officials passed Monday.

A second vote is needed
to finalize the $3.1 million
spending plan. A budget
workshop will be held at 6
p.m. Thursday inside city
hall.
Council is required to

have a public hearing
before the final vote on
the budget. There will be
a 15-day notice ahead of
that hearing. City staffers
hope the budget will pass
before July 1, the first day

of the new fiscal year.
The proposed budget
would increase police pay
and fill some of the city's
long-vacant department
head positions.
The spending plan is a

2% decrease from the current budget, which runs
through June 30.
The proposed budget
shows the city's reserves
would increase to about
$1.47 million. That figure

is an increase from the
current year-to-date figure of about $826,000 as
of May 15. Revenues are
expected to increase by
nearly $1.2 million or
34%.

County council
raising taxes
to boost public
safety services
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

itage preserve.
But just before the deal went
through, Coastal Carolina University’s
nonprofit arm filed a complaint disputing Boyce-Abel’s title to the land on
which she’s been paying taxes for
decades. The foundation had never
before disputed her title.
“We were less than a week from
closing for a conservation outcome
when CEF filed its lawsuit saying they
had claim to the land which I have
paid taxes on and camped on since it
became mine over 25 years ago,”
Boyce-Abel added. “I find it surprising
that a foundation would pursue
actions that might put at risk future
donations from other donors.”

Most Horry County residents
would pay higher taxes under the
budget council members passed
recently, but county officials said
additional staff are needed to
keep up with the area’s relentless
growth.
In recent weeks, council members have debated multiple
spending plans ranging from a
minimal tax increase to sustain
the county’s recycling and waste
management centers to tax and
fee hikes that would cost the
owner of a $200,000 home more
than $100 per year.
Under the amendments the
council included in the budget,
the owner of a $200,000 home in
unincorporated Horry would pay
an additional $105.80 per year. A
city resident with a home of the
same value would pay $20 more
per year. A final vote on the budget is scheduled for June 15.
“On one end of the spectrum,
you’ve got council members that
don’t want to raise taxes no matter what,” Horry County Council
Chairman Johnny Gardner said.
“And on the other end of the
spectrum… you’ve got one or two
members who are ready to raise
them as much as need be to get
some things accomplished. Those
are two extreme positions, and I
hope that we can get somewhere
in the middle.”
The latest version of the nearly
$600 million budget passed 8-4
Tuesday with Gardner and council members Harold Worley, Al
Allen and Tyler Servant voting in
opposition.
The budget includes additional
funding for public safety services
and stormwater personnel as well
as raises for the county’s more
than 2,300 employees.
“Horry County is growing at
such a high rate,” Gardner said.
“The population is exploding. …
It’s putting a lot of pressure on
our staff, our employees, every
aspect of county services. …
Everything is just being overworked.”
Assistant Horry County
Administrator Barry Spivey pointed
out that once county officials realized their coffers had weathered the
COVID-19 crisis better than expected -- in part because of the continued surge in the real estate market
-- they updated the budget they
approved last year to give county
workers a 3 percent raise and add
34 positions. With the resolution of
the county’s hospitality fee lawsuit,
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The northern end of Waties Island on Thursday, May 20, 2021.

CCU foundation sues large land donor,
blocking Waties Island preservation
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

When the Coastal Educational
Foundation filed a lawsuit against one
of its own benefactors in December,
the foundation’s case arrived just in
time to block what would have been
the first step in the larger effort to preserve Waties Island for the benefit of
the public.
The 2.5-mile island just north of
Cherry Grove is the only undeveloped
barrier island in Horry County. It starts
a string of islands that run up through
North Carolina. For generations, the
island was privately owned by the
Tilghman family.
“I was shocked and outraged that
Coastal Educational Foundation

“I was shocked and outraged that Coastal
Educational Foundation would file a lawsuit
against one of its major donors.”
Olivia Boyce-Abel
Waties Island land donor
would file a lawsuit against one of its
major donors,” said Olivia Boyce-Abel
in an email. “Our family (my three siblings and myself) donated $10 million
worth of land from our mother’s estate
to Coastal Educational Foundation, a
large part of which includes [Waties]
Island. Our aunt donated an additional $500,000 to the foundation as well.”

Boyce-Abel, who has title to around
260 acres of land in two parcels on the
northern end of Waties Island and the
marsh behind it, was prepared to
close on a deal with the Open Space
Institute so the conservation group
could hold her land until the S.C.
Department of Natural Resources
could acquire it for a new natural her-

| HAPPENINGS |

| OUTSIDE |

Weather
High 87, partly sunny
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Low 70, partly cloudy
THURSDAY
High 90, mostly sunny
FRIDAY
High 92, mostly sunny
SATURDAY
High 90, mostly sunny

A Spaghetti & Meat Ball Dinner
benefit with auction for
Melissa Todd will be held
Friday, June 25, from 4 p.m.
until at Ernie’s Diner, 3944 Main
St., Loris, with a donation of
$10. Cashier will have pricing
for families. Auction begins at 6
p.m. Proceeds will go to
Melissa to help with her medical needs. Checks may be
made payable to New Life
Community Baptist Chapel. For
more information contact Tom
Reichert, Open Hearts
Community Outreach director,
at 843-361-5986.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals in
need are encouraged to come
to the box. It is located inside
the church.
Molded Clay will be in concert
at Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd., Loris,
Sun-day, June 27 beginning at 6
p.m.
Dogwood Hill Baptist Church

Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. “In
accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative

means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency
(state or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals
who are deaf, hard of hearing
or have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800877-8330. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form,
(AD-3027) found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda. gov/com-

plaint_filing_cust.html and at
any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the
form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call 866-6329992. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

