
THIS WEEK’S EDITION:  

TWO SECTIONS, 30 PAGES

 

$1.00CELEBRATING FATHERS PAGE B1

JUNE 19, 2020 |Vol. 27, No. 25(843) 236-4810 www.myhorrynews.com | Waccamaw Publishers, Inc., 2510 Main St., Conway, SC 29526 Attention: Delivery 

 PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

CONWAY, S.C. PERMIT 

NO. 44

POSTAL PATRON

John Gallman 
disputes the 
allegations of 
abuse that are 
documented in 
court records.  
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Carolina Forest's Kyle Watkins rushes in the Panthers' loss to Myrtle Beach last year. Football players can begin conditioning drills next week.

BY IAN GUERIN 
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Horry County Schools has 

approved its Phase 1 plan for 
returning student-athletes for 
voluntary summer condition-
ing. 

It’s being met with guarded 
optimism.  

The accepted proposal will 
send students back to cam-
puses in an official capacity for 
the first time since March, 
when COVID-19 forced classes 
into an e-learning format and 
extracurricular activities to be 
canceled. The plan, disclosed 
to MyHorryNews.com, allows 
for football conditioning be-
ginning Monday and then the 
rest of fall sports on or after 
July 6. All sports will be sub-
jected to daily wellness and 
temperature checks for play-
ers, coaches and staff, as well 
as distancing guidelines, limi-
tations on number of partici-
pants and a required acknowl-
edgement of risk waiver to be 
signed by parents. 

And given the overload of in-
formation available and the 
coronavirus’s evolution, there 
is little consistency as to the 
comfort level of all involved 

moving forward. 
“I’ve had some [athletic di-

rectors] and coaches tell me 
they’re afraid because of the 
unknown,” said Roger Dixon, 
the district’s athletics liaison. “I 
won’t say it’s kept me awake. 
But if I do wake up, it’s the first 
thing on my mind.” 

Dixon and others from the 
district office have been in 
constant contact with officials 
at the nine high schools, espe-
cially in recent weeks. In May, 
the South Carolina High 
School League put the onus 
for returns up to the individual 
districts across the state. Some 
started this week; others have 
yet to set return dates. 

Meanwhile, Horry County 
Schools was already assessing 
its own supply situation and 
testing capabilities. On Thurs-
day, the various athletics direc-
tors were informed via a Zoom 
meeting that Phase 1 was a go 
— first for football and then for 
the rest of the fall sports two 
weeks after. This is no free-for-
all. 

Teams will be allowed to 
gather in staggered, 10-person 
pods. That figure includes any 

FOOTBALL, A2 

Candidate disputes domestic abuse allegations described in court records
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 
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John Gallman will face state 

Sen. Luke Rankin, R-Myrtle 
Beach, in next week’s runoff for 
the District 33 seat. 

Throughout the campaign, 
Gallman has criticized Rankin’s 
nearly three-decade record as 
liberal and weak: soft on anti-
abortion measures, supportive 
of the gas tax hike, and entan-
gled in the failed V.C. Summer 
nuclear project.   

Gallman’s supporters have 
hailed him as a staunch family 
values conservative who can fi-
nally oust a former Democrat. 

And he’s come close, finishing 
just over 1,000 votes behind the 
incumbent last week and forc-
ing the runoff on Tuesday.  

But hundreds of pages of 
court documents paint a differ-
ent picture of Gallman. Those 
documents describe a physical-
ly and emotionally abusive 
husband who beat his wife in 
front of their child, broke her 
finger and even hired a private 
investigator to track her move-
ments after their divorce.  

Gallman, 44, has never been 
charged with a crime in con-
nection with these incidents. In 
two instances when police were 
called about the couple’s dis-

putes, his then-wife declined to 
pursue charges. But he lost cus-
tody of his children last year, 
with a judge expressing con-
cerns about his behavior. 

Despite the allegations in 
court records, Gallman main-
tains he never intentionally 
hurt his ex-wife and he is the 
victim of a system stacked 
against fathers. 

“That’s not true,” he said of 
the abuse allegations. “That’s 
absolutely not true. That’s 100% 
inaccurate.” 

Rankin was also previously 
married and divorced. His 
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School officials, coaches 

express guarded optimism 

about return of prep sports 

IS HORRY READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
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Constructing the Busbee Bypass 

would cost between $172 and 
$228.5 million, according to the 
latest estimates from Horry Coun-
ty Government. 

Designed to connect S.C. 544 
with U.S. 701 South in Conway, the 
proposed road and bridge project 
would provide another route over 

the Waccamaw River. The road’s 
proponents have not identified a 
funding source for the project, but 
they plan to present the latest esti-
mates to the Horry County Leg-
islative Delegation. 

“We’ve got to have some help 
from the state, whatever we do,” 
said Horry County Councilman 
Johnny Vaught, one of the project’s 
proponents. “With all the flooding 
… all of the paralysis actually that 

it will prevent — 
it’s a very worth-
while project.” 

The idea for the 
bypass emerged 
from the flooding 
of Hurricane Flo-
rence in 2018. 
During that dis-
aster, state and 
federal officials 

built emergency dams along U.S. 

501 near the Waccamaw River to 
keep water off the highway. Flood-
ing cut off other major routes, in-
cluding S.C. 9, S.C. 905 and S.C. 22. 
Supporters also maintain the proj-
ect would relieve some of the traf-
fic congestion on U.S. 501. 

Conway City Administrator 
Adam Emrick said the traffic woes 
during Florence highlighted the 
area’s infrastructure needs. 

“There’s no question,” he said. 

“We need another way over the 
Waccamaw River” 

In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Florence, state and local leaders 
began discussions about raising 
the roadbed of U.S. 501 near the 
river. The state Department of 
Transportation (DOT) even sought 
federal funding for an $11.6 mil-
lion project that would have raised 

 

BYPASS COST, A2 

Horry County gets estimates on Busbee Bypass cost

Vaught
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