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Weather
High 82, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 68, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 86, partly sunny

FRIDAY

High 88, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 88, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

The second annual Women’s
Conference will be held July
27, 8 a.m. – noon, at
Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church, 1040 Mt. Zion Road,
Loris.Brunch will be includ-
ed. Please RSVP by July 21
by calling 843-756-3450 or
emailing Sherry Whisnant at
Bandmamawhiz@gmail.com

Liive Oak Baptist Church,
1080 Live Oak Church Rd.,
Loris, will have Vacation
Bible School, “In the Wild,”
Sunday, July 28 through

Friday, Aug. 2, 6 p.m. – 9
p.m. Supper will be served
each night at 6 p.m.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South
US Highway 701 Bypass,
Tabor City, N.C. For addi-
tional information on our
meetings and or the Lions
Club’s organization, call
Lion Jim Murph at 756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organiza-
tion organized in 1938
where men and women
have an organized way of
approaching community
problems through service
and fund raising activities,
meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For additional
information call Charles
Webster at 756-4300.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m.
until noon. Must present
proper ID and is an equal
opportunity provider.
Thanks to all who help with
our pass out. The store is
open Tuesday through
Saturday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30

p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It will located inside
the church.
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In mediation, Myrtle Beach may discuss Horry

County's offer to settle hospitality fee dispute
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Attorneys for Horry
County and Myrtle Beach
must meet within 20 days
to begin mediating their
clients' dispute over hos-
pitality fees, according to
a judge’s order Wednesday
of this past week.
Judge William Seals

appointed attorney Karl
Folkens to serve as medi-
ator in the case and
Folkens’ fees will be split
between the local govern-
ments. Seals said the

mediation must start by
Aug. 1. 
The judge also instruct-

ed city officials to set
aside revenues from the
new taxes and fees that
they began charging July
1. Where that money will
ultimately go depends on
the outcome of the city’s
lawsuit against the coun-
ty.
"The city is prepared to

participate in the ordered
mediation in good faith
and looks forward to an
opportunity to discuss a
possible resolution of its
dispute with the county

in a confidential setting,"
city spokesman Mark
Kruea said via email.
Kruea said the discus-

sion may include a pro-
posal that the county
made in April for splitting
the fees with area munici-
palities.
The county’s plan called

for the 1.5 percent hospi-
tality fee to continue
being collected county-
wide. County officials
suggested dedicating $18
million of those revenues
per year to build the
county’s portion of I-73, a
proposed interstate that

would connect with I-95. 
After the $18 million

comes off the top for I-73,
county officials recom-
mended dividing the
remaining $24.5 million
between the county and
the municipalities. Under
that system, the county
would receive $9.8 mil-
lion and $14.7 million
would go to the cities.
Any revenues collected
above those projections
would go to the commu-
nity where the money was
collected.
The county projects the

pot of available public

dollars would be nearly
$14 million richer under
that system than if the
county's hospitality fee
wasn't collected in the
incorporated areas and
the cities continued with
their new fee structure.
City officials had agreed

negotiate splitting the
hospitality fee revenues,
but only behind closed
doors. That led to county
officials criticizing the
city for not being trans-
parent. County leaders
refused to meet in secret.
But Horry County

Council Chairman Johnny

Gardner has since said
the case could be
resolved in confidential
mediation. Gardner could
not immediately be
reached for comment
Wednesday night.
The city's lawsuit stems

from the 1.5 percent hos-
pitality fee that the coun-
ty has historically collect-
ed on all restaurant
meals, hotel stays and
admission tickets.
For more than 20 years,

the county has collected
this fee countywide,

HOSPITALITY FEE, A2

City of Loris holding school supply drive
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The City of Loris is collecting
school supplies that will be dis-
tributed to children during a
special event next month.
According to Loris City Clerk

Kenya Wright, the supply col-
lections began June 24 and will
continue until Aug. 1.
Then, on Aug. 10 from 9 a.m.

– 1 p.m., a back to school event
will be held at the public safety
building where backpacks con-

taining the supplies will be dis-
tributed to the students.
“We will have tents set up

and our hope is to have a dunk-
ing booth and a slime station as
well,” she said.
Wright said any donations

will be greatly appreciated.
They are collecting any type of
school supplies such as paper,
pencils, pens, notebooks and
more. One thing Wright said is
especially needed are ear buds,
which all students are now
required to have as part of their

supplies.
“We ask that the donations

be new,” she said.
Wright said if someone is

unable to donate supplies,
monetary donations are also
being accepted which will be
used to purchase things not
received by donors.
This is the first time the city

has done such a supply drive.
Wright said it was the idea of
the administrative assistants
who work in her office.
“Last year we talked about

doing an angel tree or some-
thing like that but were unable
to do anything because of the
storms,” Wright said.
She said if this supply drive is

a success, the city will likely do
a similar event for Christmas
items beginning in November.
“We are strictly working off

of donations because we did
not put anything in the budget
for this,” Wright said. “All city
employees in the administra-
tion building have donated
their time.”

COURTESY

School supplies will be given out Aug. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Loris Historical Society purchases

theater; renovations start Saturday 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Loris Historical Society (LHS)
has taken a big step towards creat-
ing a museum to showcase the city’s
history with the purchase of the for-
mer State Theater which has been a
part of the city since the late 1930s.
The purchase of the landmark

took place earlier this month.
James Edwards, president of the

nine-member LHS board of direc-
tors, said the idea for a museum to
showcase the city’s history has been
something that has been talked
about for many years.
The owners of the building agreed

to finance it themselves, so there
were very little upfront costs for the
Society.
Now that the sale of the building

is official, the renovations can get
underway for a museum and event
venue.
Board member Samantha Norris

said the first of the renovation work
is scheduled to begin this Saturday.
It is unknown how long the reno-

vations will take but Edwards said it
could take three years or more for
the entire transformation of the
building to be complete.
Once it is finished, the back por-

tion of the building will be an area
that will be rented out for things
such as reunions, receptions and
other such events.

Norris said she also foresees
things such as art expos taking place
in the building.
Because the building was once a

movie theater, the room will also be
available for movies or stage plays.
The front portion will be a muse-

um where artifacts from the history
of the city will be on display.
Norris said fundraising efforts will

get underway later this year. One
thing the LHS board is considering
is selling bricks with the names of
donors that will be at the entrance
of the building.
They are also selling some of the

office doors from inside the building
that are being removed as part of
the renovations. You can visit the
Loris Historical Society Facebook
page to see the doors that are being
sold.
Right now, there are about 20 LHS

members and Norris said it is open
to anyone. The cost is only $50 per
year for individuals and $100 annu-
ally for businesses.
“We would like to encourage all

the businesses and community
members that would to support us
in the endeavor,” Edwards said.
“The members will help us fund
raise.”
If you would like to make a dona-

tion or purchase a membership to
help with renovation costs, you can
do so by contacting Samantha
Norris at 843-997-7234.

COURTESY

Loris Historical Society buys the former State Theater. Renovations will begin Saturday.
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