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Five of the six Horry County 

Board of Education members up 
for re-election say they are ready 
to run again.   

The districts with open seats are 
as follows: District 1 (North Myrtle 
Beach and Myrtle Beach); District 
4 (Carolina Forest, Myrtle Beach, 
Socastee and St. James areas); Dis-
trict 5 (Socastee and St. James); 
District 8 (Carolina Forest and So-

castee); District 9 (Carolina Forest, 
Conway, Green Sea Floyds, and 
Loris), and District 11 (Aynor, Con-
way and Green Sea Floyds). 

All incumbents and those filing 
as of Tuesday afternoon  are Re-
publicans. 

Filing for those seats opened 
Monday and will continue 
through March 30 at noon. 

Russell Freeman, who was cho-
sen by the board to fill the District 

1 seat of former board member 
Holly Heniford last November, has 
chosen to run to keep the seat. 

“I’m just now figuring out what 
I’m doing,” Freeman said. “I think I 
might be able to serve the com-
munity a bit better – it takes six 
months to a year to figure it out. 
It’s not what you expect. There’s a 
lot of good that can be done.” 

He said he’s busy meeting with 
principals, parents and students to 

figure out what they need and how 
best to serve them, and he looks 
forward to possibly getting the 
chance to continue doing so. 

District 4 member David Cox 
has been on the board since 2008, 
and said that even though he said 
in the last election he wasn’t going 
to run again, he has changed his 
mind. 

Two things helped in his deci-
sion, Cox said. The death of former 

chairman and friend Joe DeFeo, 
and his relationship with new 
chairman Ken Richardson are 
what made him want to keep his 
seat. 

“He and I agree on most deci-
sions,” Cox said of Richardson. 

Some of the board’s decisions 
that he’s proud of include increas-
ing the hourly wage for school bus 
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Six Horry County school board seats up for grabs
All incumbents and those filing as of Tuesday afternoon are Republicans

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Ernie Herrington said he's taking the virus warnings seriously by staying away from people as he looks at the empty toilet paper shelves at Boulineau's IGA in Cherry Grove Beach on Tuesday. 

BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 

CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
As Horry County prepares for the 

spread of COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, 
residents are stocking up on gro-
ceries and other basic necessities 
in order to limit their public expo-
sure and stay indoors in case of a 

quarantine.  
Barbara DeWitt spent part of her 

Tuesday morning at Boulineau’s 
IGA in Cherry Grove picking up 
groceries including cabbage, wine 
and paper towels. She had 
planned to make a St. Patrick’s Day 
meal of corned beef and cabbage 
for her family. She’d been to Wal-
mart the day before, but she 

couldn’t find any cabbage.  
“I wanted some cabbage and I 

needed toilet tissues and paper 
towels,” DeWitt said. “I hadn’t 
been able to find any. At least I’ve 
got paper towels now.” 

Dewitt thought the threat was “a 
little bit exaggerated, but it’s still to 
the point that we need to be care-
ful and take care of ourselves,” she 

said, adding “it’s something that’s 
not just going to blow right over 
because of people having contact. 
It’s going to get worse before it gets 
better.”  

She said her friends and her sis-
ter were already experiencing the 
real-world consequences of 
preparing for the virus.  

“I’ve already had friends that are 

having to rotate out of work be-
cause of it,” said DeWitt, who’s re-
tired. “I have a sister that has an 
autoimmune disease and she 
works in government at the [Lee 
County] Courthouse. She’s kind of 
barricaded her office around her 
door so that anybody can come 
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Residents are stocking up on groceries, other basic necessities in order to limit their public exposure

THE POWER OF A PANDEMIC 

HORRY COUNTY SCHOOLS  
CLOSED THROUGH MARCH 31, A2

GRAND STRAND BUSINESSES FEEL 
IMPACT OF HEALTH SCARE, A3
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