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Weather
High 90, partly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 74, partly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 89, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 89, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 90, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Baptist food
pantry
Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each

month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m.
“In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and poli-
cies, the USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminat-
ing based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disabili-
ty, age or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alterna-
tive means of communication

for program information
(e.g. Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may con-
tact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. Additionally, pro-
gram information may be
made available in languages
other than English. To file a
program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the

USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.ht
ml and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence

Ave. SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

As parents across the dis-
trict try to make decisions
about sending their children
back to school this fall, virtual
school options have seen a
significant uptick in enroll-
ment, some even setting a
cap on how many students
they can take. 
“It’s unbelievable,” said Dr.

Cherry Daniel, head of S. C.
Virtual Charter School
(SCVCS). “Enrollment has
spiked and continues to
spike.”
SCVCS is a full-time,

tuition-free K-12 online pub-
lic school.
Daniel said that SCVCS

served 3,200 kids last year,
and right now enrollment is
creeping toward the 5,000
mark. 
SCVCS has been in opera-

tion for 12 years, according to
Daniel, and she says that their
teachers are highly-qualified
and “trained exceptionally
well to be able to deliver a
very successful, engaging
online experience.”
“When this thing first start-

ed, we surmised it would
happen where we’d see a
large number of kids coming
to our school … we have to

be careful we don’t outstrip
our resources,” Daniel said.
“We planned for it … we will
have the same quality
instruction.”
While she did say that they

may be hiring more teachers,

Daniel was quick to say that
SCVCS is very selective. 
“We don’t hire brand-new

teachers. They must have a
minimum of five years of
experience,” Daniel said.
It’s important that the

teachers know how things
function in a face-to-face
classroom first, she said. 
SCVCS has a very struc-

tured protocol, Daniel said,
and teachers have office
hours where parents and stu-

dents can ask questions and
get extra help.
S.C. Connections Academy

is another tuition-free K-12
virtual public school, whose
population of students has
grown so much they recently

set an enrollment cap of 6,500
students. 
“We pride ourselves on

healthy and responsible
growth and implemented the
enrollment cap to ensure that
each student receives the
support they need from their
teachers and administrators,”
said Josh Kitchens, executive
director of South Carolina
Connections Academy
(SCCA). 
Kitchens said that last year,

they served around 5,250 stu-
dents and said they expect to
meet that cap. 
They also are in the process

of hiring more teachers,
Kitchens said. 
“Like a traditional brick-

and-mortar public school, we
need to ensure we have ade-
quate staffing in place to
serve all of our students,”
Kitchens said. 
SCCA opened in 2008,

according to its website, and
says their curriculum is care-
fully designed to provide a
“true, full-time online educa-
tion” with a team of state-cer-
tified teachers and counselors
who have received special
training in full-time online
instruction, “including how to
best meet the needs of stu-

The virtual school option has seen a significant uptick in enrollment, some even setting a cap on how many students they can take.
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Virtual schools see enrollment increases
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BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County voters could
have more options for casting
an absentee ballot in
November’s election.
State election officials have

asked the county to designate
two to three additional sites
for voting absentee in person,
and local leaders aim to make
that happen.
“We really don’t have a

choice,” said Sandy Martin,
the director of the county’s
Voter Registration and
Elections Office. “This office
can’t handle the number of
people we will see in
November, especially with
COVID.”
Absentee voting allows

people to cast a ballot before
Election Day, either in person

at the county elections office
or by mail. In a normal elec-
tion, it's an option for people
who fall into one of 18 cate-
gories (for example, military
members, those 65 and older,
people with disabilities).
But for last month’s primar-

ies, state officials allowed “no
excuse” absentee voting
because of concerns about
COVID-19. That meant any-
one could cast an absentee
ballot and nearly 10,000
Horry voters did. If state lead-
ers allow "no excuse" absen-
tee voting for the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, Martin said her office
could see twice that amount.
She said that's why it's
important for people to have
additional satellite locations
where they can cast an
absentee ballot before the
election.

Although no sites have
been selected yet, Martin said
she’s been in discussions
about possible absentee vot-
ing locations in the North
Strand, South Strand and
Carolina Forest. 
“We’ve never done this

before,” she said. “We’re try-
ing to help the voters.”
For years, local election

officials have discussed the
possibility of expanding
absentee voting options
because of the county’s pop-
ulation growth. Other large
counties in the state have
taken this step, Martin said,
and Horry now has well over
200,000 registered voters.
“With a county our size, it’s

definitely recommended,”
she said. “This may be the
way it is from now on.”
There will be a cost for the

expansion, though. Martin
said the county would have
to pay poll workers to staff
the sites daily, and there’s also
a cost for equipment. She
said there will be some reim-
bursement from the state, but
not for the full expense.
Assistant county adminis-

trator Barry Spivey told coun-
ty council’s administration
committee about the poten-
tial absentee options this
week. He said the additional
locations would be needed
for the entire month of
October leading up to
Election Day. Voters can cast
an absentee ballot in person
until 5 p.m. the day before an
election (if they request a bal-
lot by mail, they have until 7
p.m. on Election Day to
return it to the elections office
in Conway).

Horry County looks to make
absentee voting more convenient
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Horry County voters can return their ballots to this box by
7 p.m. on Election Day. 

McMaster

Court delays CARES Act funds to create SAFE grants
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@ MYHORRYNEWS.COM

An Orangeburg-based
educator was successful this
week in temporarily barring
S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster
from distributing the $32
million in CARES Act funds
to create Safe Access to
Flexible Education (SAFE)
grants for a one-time private
school tuition grant, saying it
is an “unconstitutional distri-

bution of public funds”.
Attorney Skyler Hutto, on

behalf of Dr. Thomasena
Adams of Orangeburg, filed a
motion for a preliminary
injunction in Orangeburg
County on July 21.
The injunction prevents

the Governor’s office from
distributing the monies until
a hearing on July 29 that will
take place at the Orangeburg
County Courthouse at 2
p.m., or pending further

order of the Court, the
paperwork said.
The court papers state that

Adams has over 15 years of
experience in education and
holds a doctorate degree in
education as well. 
On July 21, McMaster

announced his plan to create
the SAFE Grants. He said the
grants would be funded by
monies received through the
CARES (Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic

Security) Act. Within the
CARES Act was a component
that went directly to gover-
nors to use at their discretion
for education purposes,
McMaster's office said.
Each state was given $48

million for a GEER
(Governor’s Emergency
Education Relief) fund, and
McMaster said he was allo-
cating $32 million of it
towards the SAFE Grants.
The grants would help

about 5,000 students be able
to pay for one year of private
education. 
“Working families in South

Carolina are struggling to
make ends meet during this
pandemic and every parent
should have the opportunity
to choose the educational
instruction that best suits
their child’s needs,” said
Brian Symmes, communica-
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