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BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
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Horry County Council may en-

courage people to wear masks in 
public places, but the council will 
not require them to do so. 

County leaders on Tuesday 
voted 11-1 to instruct the county 
administrator to prepare a reso-

lution that encourages the public 
to wear masks and follow the ad-
vice of state health officials. The 
council plans to discuss the pro-
posal next month, though the 
resolution stops far short of the 
mask mandate that council 

adopted from July 3 through Oct. 
30 to slow the spread of COVID-
19. 

“We should strongly encourage 
masks in the retail centers 
throughout the unincorporated 
areas,” Horry County Council-

man Cam Crawford said. “This is 
the best way to go about doing it 
— as opposed to a mandate — 
and a strong recommendation 
will help facilitate public health 
in these areas.” 

The vote followed a council de-

bate about whether to resurrect 
the mask mandate, which some 
council members supported. 

“I can’t for the life of me see 
why we wouldn’t want to protect 
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Horry County leaders debate whether to encourage mask usage 

BY VIRAJ NAIK 

VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
You may have seen it in 

your neighborhood or else-
where in the city: new homes 
popping up, seemingly in an 
instant. 

While still impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis, Grand 
Strand home sales continue 
to surge, fueling a demand 
for construction workers and 
highlighting the interest in 
an area without the restric-
tive lockdowns seen in other 
parts of the country. 

“I would say clearly the 
spring market is typically 
when things really pick up 
and we tend to be really 
busy,” said Renny Diedrich 
with RE/MAX Southern 
Shores, president of the 
Coastal Carolinas Associa-
tion of Realtors (CCAR). “We 
tend to be busy all through 
the summer. … When 
COVID hit and everyone was 
on a tight lockdown, our 
business had to change just 
like every other industry.” 

A seller might put a home 
on the market and remove it, 
perhaps due to nervousness 
or another reason. Diedrich 
said around May or so, when 
things began to open back 
up, “our business took off.” 

“It hasn’t stopped,” she 
said. “We have a huge influx 
[of homebuyers] from the 
North, of course, because 
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Why COVID-19  
has not slowed  

home construction  
on the Grand Strand

BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County Schools parents 

will have a chance to change the 
way their children attend school 
for the spring semester in the next 
few weeks. 

“Parents need to make sure that 
they have active email addresses 
on file with the school through 
Powerschool, because if you don’t 
have an active current email ad-
dress with the school, then you 

won’t get this no-
tice,” said HCS 
Superintendent 
Rick Maxey. 

During Mon-
day’s board 
meeting, district 
officials said they 
are in the process 
of developing a 
plan for the 

spring semester scheduling, and 
on Dec. 1, parents will receive an 
email outlining this plan. 

A link will be made available be-
tween Dec. 7 and midnight on 
Dec. 14 for HCS Virtual students to 
choose to return to their brick-
and-mortar school building, and a 
link will be made live between 
Dec. 15 and midnight on Dec. 22 
for students in brick-and-mortar 
schools to move into the HCS Vir-
tual program. 

Schedule changes will be made 
between Jan. 4-26, and parents 
should also understand that their 
children’s teachers and cohorts 

might change as a result of the 
school’s enrollment changes. 

Parents who want to move their 
children back into the school 
buildings should know that condi-
tions could change and brick-and-
mortar schools “very well could 
be” five days, face-to-face instruc-
tion. 

“Their child might be in two-
days-a-week for one week, then 
five days for the rest of the semes-
ter,” said Board Chairman Ken 
Richardson. 

Parents will receive their emails, 
and if they wish to keep their chil-
dren in their current schooling sit-
uation with no changes for the 
spring, no action will be needed. 

Those parents who want to 
make the switch will be required to 
click the link in their emails, 
choose the option to withdraw 
their children from their current 
situation and move to the other, 
and each parent will receive a 
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A BEACH BUILDING BOOM

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Roof rafters are placed on a home in Del Webb at Grande Dunes in Myrtle Beach on Tuesday.

County council declines to reinstate mandate that lasted until Oct. 30  

Here’s what parents need to know about HCS spring scheduling

Maxey
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