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Carolina Forest High School performed in the Horry County Schools Marching Band Extravaganza at North Myrtle Beach High School last month. 

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS 

ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Enjoy watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade on TV this year, because next year, you’ll 
surely be watching the nationally televised 
101st 6ABC Dunkin’ Donuts Thanksgiving Day 
Parade from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Our very own Carolina Forest High School 
Marching Panthers Band will be one of 19 
bands from about a dozen states to participate 
in the 1.4-mile Thanksgiving Day Parade, which 
is the oldest in the country. 

The cost is about $750 per student and band 
members will be raising money throughout the 
year to cover expenses. 

 Junior Cassidy Bean is one of about 200 CFHS 
students who’ll make the trip. 

 In band for seven years and in the CFHS 
band for three, the 16-year-old daughter of Judi 
and Dana Bean plays the flute.  

But she’s learned a whole lot more from her 
band experience than how to make sweet 
music. 

“By improving myself, I can constantly help 
other people be the best they can be,” she says. 

“It’s cool,” she says, that the band will march 
in a nationally-televised parade, which she sees  
as “an opportunity to get [CFHS’s] name out 
there.” 

Bean isn’t the only one proud of the school’s 
marching band. 

“We’re one of the best bands in South Caroli-
na and we’re in the top 20% of the nation,” said 
director of bands and ensembles Mark Roddy. 

“People don’t realize that. We’re the best-kept 
secret.” 

 
PANTHERS BAND,  A3 

‘We’re the best kept secret’

BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
The Rev. W. Russell Freeman will 

be the next District 1 representa-
tive on the Horry 
County Board of 
Education. 

The seat became 
available after the 
resignation of 
board member 
Holly Heniford, 
who stepped 
down after her 
Sept. 6 arrest on a 

driving under the influence charge. 
Freeman was chosen from seven 
candidates who were interviewed 
by the board (another candidate 
was chosen for an interview but 
withdrew from the process). Other 
candidates were Deloria G. Arm-
strong, Marilyn A. Cox, Micah Paul 
Gore, Richard Marcus Jordan Sr., 
William B. von Herrmann, and 
Dana Zamrik. 

Freeman is the pastor at Little 
 

FREEMAN, A3 

BY TOM O'DARE 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
It’s not every day you see some-

body walking along the roadside 
rolling a giant globe down the 
highway. 

But somewhere in this country 
almost every day of the year, it’s 
not unusual to see Erik Bendl 

doing just that. The Louisville, 
Kentucky, native was spotted last 
week pushing his giant globe 
from Myrtle Beach toward Con-
way on International Drive. 

The 57 year-old Bendl, a con-
genial carpenter by trade, is on a 
mission to bring awareness to 
those suffering with diabetes. His 
giant canvas ball is painted as the 

world, he says, because the dis-
ease can strike anyone, any-
where. 

His mother died from diabetes 
and he realized that exercise can 
play a big part in controlling or 
preventing the disease. 

“I learned that just walking can 
 

DIABETES AWARENESS, A3 

Kentucky man rolls globe through  
The Forest for diabetes awareness walk 

Erik Bendl, a  
57-year-old 

from Kentucky, 
pushed a globe 

down 
International 

Drive last week. 
It's part of his 

campaign to 
raise awareness 
about diabetes.  
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School board 
picks Little 
River pastor for 
District 1 seat

Freeman

“We need to focus to 
prepare students to be able 
to get a job. Not all children 
need or want to go to 
college.” 
The Rev. W. Russell Freeman 
Distric 1 Representative

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
 Local governments would 

spend more than $14.5 million 
each year on I-73 if they finalize 
the hospitality fee settlement they 
tentatively agreed to last month, 
according to records obtained by 
the Chronicle. 

Officials have been tight-lipped 

about the details of proposed set-
tlement since officials from Horry 
County and Grand Strand cities 
announced there was a tentative 
agreement on Oct. 31, but a docu-
ment distributed to county and 
municipal leaders last week shows 

a breakdown of how the two sides 
plan to split a projected $43.7 mil-
lion revenue stream. Horry County 
Council expects to vote on the deal 
Tuesday. 

Horry County Council Chairman 
Johnny Gardner declined to dis-

cuss the proposal, but he said he 
supports it. He said he would talk 
about the deal after it’s formally 
approved. 

“[When] anybody reads that, I'll 
be glad to sit down with them and 
point out all the good stuff that's in 

there,” he said. “But it is a good 
agreement. Now if it changes ma-
terially or substantially between 
now and then, then we'll have to 
reevaluate.”  

 
SETTLEMENT, A2 

Settlement would generate millions for I-73
Horry County, cities set to vote on hospitality fee deal

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Marching Panthers picked for nationally-televised parade
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