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Horry County Council debating plastic bag ban
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council
could become the Grand
Strand’s third government
— and by far its largest — to
ban single-use plastic bags.
County officials on Tues-

day expressed support for a

bag ban similar to the poli-
cies adopted by Surfside
Beach and North Myrtle
Beach. Those ordinances
prohibit retailers from
handing out single-use plas-
tic bags to their customers.
“Plastic bags are not work-

ing,” said Surfrider Grand
Strand’s Corrine Hellyer,

who is encouraging the
county and the city of Myr-
tle Beach to pass bag bans.
“I’m pretty proud of what
we’re doing. There’s always
room for more.”
County officials have been

reviewing the ordinance
North Myrtle Beach officials
passed last month. That pol-

icy gives city businesses
until Jan. 1, 2021, to adapt to
the change. The North Myr-
tle Beach ban applies to all
retailers, including gas sta-
tions, grocery stores, de-
partment stores and farm-
ers markets. It does not
apply to reusable bags.
County councilman Orton

Bellamy said he supports
gradually phasing out plas-
tic bags. He would like the
county to give business
owners a year or two to ad-
just to the change. 
“It litters our public high-

ways,” Bellamy said. “It does
a lot of damage to the envi-
ronment.”

The bags are not
biodegradable. Apart from
the trashy appearance they
create and the fact that it
takes the flimsy material be-
tween 15 to 1,000 years to
break down, county officials
remain concerned about 

BAG BANS A2

NO PAYOFF FOR THE PLAYOFFS?

N
orth Myrtle Beach baseball players sprawled out on the

concrete of a weigh station, trying to make a bad situation

somewhat better.

By the early hours of April 30, the Chiefs’ season was over. At the time,

that’s all that mattered.

It was an already grueling trip, so the flat tire that stranded the team

near Walterboro on the way home — leaving members of the team

choosing between an upright seat on a charter bus or the hard ground

— was just a blip.

At 7:17 a.m., nearly 22 hours after the team originally left for its dis-

trict championship games at Hilton Head, North Myrtle Beach finally

pulled back into the school. About one hour after that, the chime of the

first bell rang.

PLAYOFF PAIN, A6

Why the high cost of  postseason baseball and softball has
Horry County school officials looking at other options

JANET MORGAN | THE CHRONICLE

St. James High School softball team members load into vehicles bound for a playoff game in April. Baseball and softball playoffs impacted 17 school days this year.
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