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Incumbent Luke Rankin, 

R-Myrtle Beach, was re-
elected as South Carolina’s 
District 33 state senator 
Tuesday night after what he 
called a “torturous and un-
precedented” campaign.    

He gave thanks for the 
support of his family and 
friends as he spoke to a 
cheering crowd gathered at 
44 & King, giving out high-
fives and hugs to everyone 
around as if throwing candy 
during a parade. 

“This is the largest margin 
of victory I’ve ever had in an 
election,” said Rankin, who’s 
served in the position since 
1993. 

He took in 6,222 votes 
(58.4%) to challenger John 
Gallman’s 4,430 (41.6%) with 
all precincts reporting. 

“This is a message of Horry 
County rejecting deceit, 
anger and darkness,” Rankin 
said. “Horry County has a lot 
to be proud of. Horry County 
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Horry County voters 

picked the replacements for 
two long-serving elected of-
ficials on Tuesday. 

Beth Calhoun won the 
runoff in the auditor’s race 
and Mark Causey claimed 
victory in the Horry County 
Council District 9 runoff. 

With no 
Democratic 
opposition 
in Novem-
ber, both 
Republicans 
are locks to 
take those 
seats.  

“I am 
looking for-
ward to serving the people 

of District 
9,” Causey 
said. “It’s 
been a long, 
hard fight.” 

A real es-
tate agent, 
Causey will 
replace Paul 
Prince, who 
has served 

two stints and nearly 30 

years total on the council. 
District 9 covers Loris and 
part of the Longs communi-
ty. 

Before his win Tuesday, 
Causey had unsuccessfully 
run for the seat twice, most 
recently in 2008. 

“I’m just really happy,” he 
said after the final results 
showed him beating retired 
police officer Terry Fowler 

by more than 300 votes. 
Overall, Causey received just 
under 60% of the ballots 
cast in the runoff. 

Once seated next year, 
Causey said he wants to 
help the county better  
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Here are the 

final results 

from Tuesday’s 

runoff: 

S.C. District 33  
Senate 

 
Luke Rankin 6,222 
votes 

John Gallman 4,430 
votes 

*100% of precincts re-
porting 

Horry County auditor 
 
Beth Calhoun 10,464 
votes 
 
R.A. Johnson 7,822 
votes 

*100% of precincts re-
porting 

Horry County Council  
District 9 
 
Mark Causey 975 votes 

Terry Fowler 658 votes 

*100% of precincts re-
porting 
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Horry County Government re-

moved the Gardner Lacy Road ex-
tension from its plans for the Inde-

pendent Republic Heritage Pre-
serve. 

But county officials insist the 
road project has not been aban-
doned. 

When the county first bought 

3,700 acres for the preserve in 
2018, council members said the 
property’s primary purpose would 
be conservation. Restoring wet-
lands there could allow county 
leaders to earn mitigation credits. 

Local officials use those credits if 
they need to fill in wetlands while 
completing infrastructure proj-
ects, such as those in RIDE III, the 
nearly $600 million roads package 
county voters approved in 2016. 

The property sits off Internation-
al Drive on the opposite side of the 
road from the Lewis Ocean Bay 
Heritage Preserve. 
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After contentious campaign, Rankin wins re-election 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Luke Rankin, R-Myrtle Beach, and his wife Lindsey Bonds Rankin, daughter Hollings Rankin and son Luke Rankin Jr. celebrate with friends, family and supporters at 44 & King 
restaurant after winning the Republic primary runoff on Tuesday. Rankin garnered 6,222 votes (58.4%) to challenger John Gallman's 4,430 (41.6%). 

Voters pick new Horry County auditor, District 9 county councilman

Calhoun Causey
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The $193.7 million Myrtle 

Beach budget doesn’t in-
clude a property tax in-
crease but does include 10 
more police officers. 

The Myrtle Beach City 
Council gave the final ap-
proval for the 2020-21 fiscal 
year budget, which is about 
$7.8 million or 3.8% less 
than last year. 

“This budget is a plan to 

get through 
a year in 
which we 
expect fur-
ther eco-
nomic 
damages 
from the 
COVID-19 
pandemic,” 
City Manag-

er John Pedersen wrote to 
city council. “In the long 
run, however, this budget is 
not sustainable.” 

The challenges, said 
Michelle Shumpert of the 
city’s financial management 
and reporting office, is be-
cause of the uncertainty cre-
ated around the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

When businesses aren’t 
operating at full speed, she 
said, that translates into 
fewer taxes coming into the 
city and less revenue gained 
from water and sewer serv-
ices. 

But, she repeated, the city 

is not planning on cutting 
any services for residents 
and businesses while keep-
ing the budget flexible.  

The flexibility will allow 
the city to avoid furloughs 
and pay cuts for city em-
ployees if the rest of the year 
normalizes. 

The budget freezes salary 
increases and reduces over-
time by about 2% for all em-
ployees. Since March, the 
city has tallied a savings of 
about $800,000 with a hiring 

freeze and not filling open 
positions. 

The budget also elimi-
nates the holiday bonuses 
for city employees, which is 
usually one week of pay. 

The 10 new officers’ salary 
will be paid mostly from a 
$1.4 million federal grant to 
aid in community and intel-
ligence-led policing. Myrtle 
Beach Police Chief Amy 
Prock said the grant will pay 
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More police but not more taxes as Myrtle Beach approves new budget

Why Horry County took Gardner Lacy Road extension 
out of  plans for Independent Republic Heritage Preserve 

See other election  
coverage on Page A2

Pedersen
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