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Horry County teachers among those
planning to rally for larger pay raises 
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Carolina Forest Elemen-
tary School kindergarten
teacher Cori Shuford said it
seemed appropriate to be
talking about her profession
on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.
“We kind of have a dream

here,” she said Monday. "We
want people to hear us and
see us and respect us. He
didn’t sit quietly, and we’re

not going to sit quietly any-
more."
Shuford is part of SC for

Ed, a statewide group com-
prised of 20,000 teachers
that is encouraging South
Carolina educators to take a
day off work, wear red
clothes and join them at the
S.C. Statehouse Tuesday for
the SC for Ed Money Matters
Lobby Day.
SC for Ed wants major re-

forms to the state's public
education system, including

better compensation.
A starting salary for a

teacher in South Carolina is
about $32,000. Last week,
Gov. Henry McMaster pro-
posed spending $155 mil-
lion to give all S.C. public
school teachers a 5 percent
raise. He said that raise
would bring the average S.C.
teacher salary to $355 above
the average for Southeastern
states.
Kendra Pennington, who

teaches eighth grade special

education at Myrtle Beach
Middle School, said that isn’t
enough.
“A 5 percent raise puts us

at the Southeast’s average,
but 20 percent would put us
at the national average,”
Pennington said. “We can’t
keep teachers in the class-
room. If we want to keep
good teachers in the class-
room, we’ve got to be com-
petitive. We’re pushing for 10
percent in 2019 and 20 per-
cent by 2020.”

SC for Ed said that their
goal is for South Carolina
teachers to be paid on the
national average.
“Our request is that by

adding 20 percent to the Ed-
ucational Finance Act fund-
ing allocations for educator
pay, we restore the promise
of education in South Car-
olina, and remind our chil-
dren that they are our most
important natural resource,”
SC for Ed said on the
group's Facebook page.

Shuford said she adores
her job, and does what she
knows is right for her chil-
dren in the classroom, giv-
ing them the individual
attention they need. She
said when she first started
teaching 10 years ago, teach-
ers did not have the amount
of responsibilities they have
now.
“Teachers everywhere

now have way more respon-
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The building that once was the home of the Old Oak Tavern was the first
Conway business to be removed from North Main Street where it has
flooded repeatedly. The building was bought by the City of Conway using

FEMA dollars with the goal of reducing repeat flood victims and, possibly,
reducing flood risks to other buildings in the area. 

Horryites believe statewide effort can reduce flooding
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A couple of Horry County public
officials serving on the Governor’s
S.C. Floodwater Commission, cre-
ated to seek ways to handle South
Carolina’s flooding problems, are
optimistic that solutions are in the
works, but admit the final result
will take a while.
“It’s a very prudent and bold

move from the Governor, and yes, I
think we are likely going to see
continuation of extreme weather
coming into our state…I think
when we get done we’re going to
find a way to run water through
this state,” said Coastal Carolina
University research professor Tom
Mullikin, chairman of the commis-
sion. 
Mullikin says South Carolina has

three related, but separate issues
that it is dealing with when it
comes to flooding. Most other
states typically have only one or

two of these problems, according
to Mullikin.
First, South Carolina has extreme

weather systems coming off the
ocean creating coastal erosion and
other problems. Second there is
what some academics call “nui-
sance flooding”, that is flooding
that occurs after a typical hard
rain. The third is water coming into
South Carolina through the North
Carolina watershed that is being
fed mostly through extreme
weather systems that are coming
up from the Gulf and dumping
water on North Carolina.
The commission is looking at

short-term, mid-term and long-
term solutions with some that can
possibly get underway almost im-
mediately like cleaning culverts
and ditches. Mullikin isn’t espe-
cially favorable to building canals,
which he sees as just shifting the
problem to others downstream.
One of the first things that he

sees on his agenda is rebuilding a

reef system for South Carolina that
can diffuse waves that are rolling
in.
He’d also like to see people vol-

unteer to help plant sweet grass,
which will help shore up the dunes.
He envisions something like adopt-
a-coastline, similar to the adopt-a-
highway program, where people
will roll up their sleeves and plant
the right things.
“There’s not a panacea, and

money is not a panacea by the
way,” he said
He believes the commission is

going to give Horry County a lot of
attention, saying the commission
has a half dozen of CCU’s brightest
scientists and several committed
public officials as members.
Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-

Bellamy says she agrees with Gov-
ernor Henry McMaster who says
that several recent floods can no
longer be thought of as anomalies.
Instead, “It is very likely our new

normal…Everything about our en-

vironment is changing. There’s
warming temperatures and height-
ening of water tables,” she said.
The Mayor estimates that there

are as many as 100 people on the
commission, who will have been
divided into numerous committees
called “task forces”.
She is serving on the Artificial

Reef Systems Committee.
S.C. Rep. Stephen Goldfinch

joined the commission already
armed with several ideas that he
thinks will help reduce flooding.
“It’s time for us to make a call on

501. 501 is just a dam. My great-
grandfather donated all of that
land. It was a swamp,” he said.
He says the road dams the Wac-

camaw River and is bound to put
water in people’s houses, and is es-
pecially “engineered for Conway’s
failure.”
He wants to bridge the area from

the 501 overpass to S.C. 544. He
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A Loris man, who had
previously avoided the
possibility of a death
sentence, was sentenced
to 45 years in jail Tues-
day after pleading guilty
to murder and armed
robbery in two fatal
shootings and robberies
of store clerks in two
Horry County conven-
ience
stores.
McKin-

ley
Daniels,
37,
pleaded
guilty to
murder in
the Jan. 2,
2015,
shooting
death of Bala Parachuri
at a Sunhouse store on
Red Bluff Road and S.C.
905, and armed robbery
in the Jan. 25, 2015, rob-
bery of store clerk Trish
Stull, who was working
at the Sunhouse store at
Cultra Road and Oak
Street, according to
Scott Hixson, chief
deputy solicitor for the
15th Circuit Solicitor’s
Office. 
The evidence showed

Daniels was unarmed
during the robbery of
the store at Cultra Road
and Oak Street, accord-
ing to information pro-
vided by the Solicitor’s
Office.
Circuit Court Judge

Robert E. Hood presided
over the guilty plea and
sentencing.
McKinley Daniels had

faced 30 years to life in
prison for the murder
charge and 10 to 30
years in prison for the
armed robbery charge.
He originally faced the
possibility of a death
sentence in the case, but
following several hear-
ings and during a Febru-
ary 2018 hearing the
court found as a matter
of law that he was intel-
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