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Matthew Breen’s ties to Huger 

Park run deep. 
In fact, they go back nearly 250 

years. 
Breen is a descent of John 

Huger (pronounced You-gee), 
whose brother Isaac was a 
brigadier general in the Conti-
nental Army during the Revolu-
tionary War. The Carolina Forest 
park is named for Isaac Huger. 

“A lot of people think … ‘Myr-
tle Beach, there’s no history 
there. It’s from the ‘30s,’” said 
Breen, who is serving on an 

Horry County committee that 
will begin designing Huger Park 
in the coming months. “That’s 
not really true. There’s a lot going 
on here and there is a very rich 
history.” 

 
Planning a park 

For those passionate about 
that history, planning the long-
awaited park is as much about 
remembering the area’s past as it 
is about creating a public ameni-
ty. 

Huger Park sits just off Caroli-
na Forest Boulevard near the 
county recreation center. It’s sur-
rounded by a growing subdivi-

sion called The Parks, which 
spans more than 400 acres.  

Eight years ago, Breen’s friend 
Joe Garrell donated five acres for 
the park. Garrell, who died in 
2018, was a member of the 
Lemuel Benton Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion. Breen now serves as the 
chapter president. 

When county staff recently 
contacted Breen about partici-
pating on the Huger Park com-
mittee, he was ready for the op-
portunity. He said Garrell left 
him a file with architectural  
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BY JANET MORGAN AND CHARLES D. PERRY  

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County and Myrtle Beach 

officials reached a tentative agree-
ment in their dispute over hospi-
tality fees last week, at least tem-
porarily preserving a path to pay 
for Interstate 73. 

The Oct. 31 discussion marked 
the third day the two sides had dis-
cussed the matter. After meeting 

for nearly 10 hours at the McNair 
Law Firm in Myrtle Beach, county 
officials said the two sides had 
come to terms on a settlement 
proposal. Neither side would pro-
vide any details about the propos-
al or the mediation, which was 
held behind closed doors, but 
county leaders said Horry County 
Council and the councils of Grand 
Strand cities will vote on the pro-
posed settlement, which could 

then be presented 
to the court for ap-
proval. 

“We made sig-
nificant progress 
today,” Horry 
County Council 
Chairman Johnny 
Gardner said, 
adding that he 
wanted county 
leaders to vote on the settlement 

in November. “We 
want to get this 
thing done as 
soon as possible.” 

The legal fight 
between the cities 
and the county 
began earlier this 
year when Myrtle 
Beach leaders de-
cided they no 

longer wanted the county collect-

ing a 1.5 % hospitality fee inside 
city limits on restaurant meals, 
hotel stays and admission tickets. 
North Myrtle Beach and Surfside 
Beach leaders agreed with Myrtle 
Beach, which sued the county in 
March.  

So far, the cities have prevailed 
in court and the rulings have pro-
hibited the county from collecting 

HOSPITALITY FEE FIGHT, A3 

Horry County, cities reach tentative deal in hospitality fee fight 

Gardner Bethune

Huger Park’s designers seeking to preserve site’s history
These 300-year-

old  trees will 
make up Huger 

Park in Carolina 
Forest. The park 
sits off Carolina 

Forest 
Boulevard. 
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The Horry County Board of Education 

will interview eight candidates for the Dis-
trict 1 board seat next week. 

The candidates are Deloria G. Armstrong, 
Marilyn A. Cox, Wyndham Russell Free-
man, Micah Paul Gore, Richard Marcus Jor-
dan Sr., Joni Clayman Poff, William von 
Herrmann and Dana Zomrik.  

The seat became available when District 
1 member Holly Heniford resigned in Sep-
tember after her arrest on a driving under 
the influence charge. District 1 covers the 
North Strand, including Little River and 
North Myrtle Beach. The unexpired term 
runs through 2022. 

Armstrong is a retired educator of 36 
years, according to the candidates applica-
tions. Cox was a teacher for 33 years, and 
Freeman is a Methodist pastor with three 
children in Horry County Schools. Gore is a 
former educator and educational consult-
ant who unsuccessfully ran for the District 
1 seat in 2018. Jordan is a consultant and 
former president of the North Myrtle Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, and Poff is a re-
tired educator of 34 years. William B. von 
Herrmann is an attorney, and Zamrik is the 
owner of a North Myrtle Beach restaurant. 

The board will interview the candidates 
on Monday.  

Whoever is chosen that evening will be 
officially sworn in during the Nov. 19 meet-
ing. 

SCHOOL BOARD, A3  

School board  
interviewing  
eight candidates  
for vacant seat
Unexpired term runs through 2022
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“Mis hijas, mis dos ángeles” tattooed on Magda Rios are the last words her mother Ramona Rios spoke to her before she died of Alzheimer’s Disease in 2017. The words, 
translated to “My daughters, my two angels,” are why she and her sister Miriam Rios Santiago wore matching wings in the 2019 Walk to End Alzheimer’s in the Grand 
Strand on Saturday. The sisters said their mother was diagnosed when she lived in Puerto Rico but they didn’t know it until a dinner one night and she didn’t remember 
her granddaughter. The event was in conjunction with more than 600 communities nationwide to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support and research. 
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