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Weather
High 56, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 34, clear

THURSDAY

High 60, sunny

FRIDAY

High 70, mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 75, cloudy
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There will be an evening to
remember to celebrate
what God is doing through
the Buckners in Zambia.
There will be a meal, door
prizes, a presentation by
Ken and Karen Buckner, a
silent auction and a regular
auction at The Center for
Health and Fitness auditori-
um, 3207 Casey St., Loris,
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, 5
p.m. – 8 p.m. Tickets for the
meal are $20 per person.
(Only 200 tickets available.
Cash and checks accepted.)
Door prizes will be given.

Special guest and emcee
will be Ed Piotrowski and
the auctioneer will be Dale
Shelley. Some of Ken’s origi-
nal wildlife prints will be
available at the auction, as
well as many other great
items. All proceeds will go
toward purchasing a bus for
the ministry in Zambia.
Come early to view the
items up for bid. Contact
Frances Gregory at 843-283-
4662 if you would like to
purchase tickets or for more
information.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an

equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more

information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church, 3449 S.C. 65, will dis-
tribute food on the second
and fourth Fridays of each
month from 11 a.m. until all
food has been distributed. 
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On the last day of the last year of the decade, retired Staff Sgt. Van Booth pushes a cart as he finishes the last leg of a cross country walk on Tuesday
in Myrtle Beach. Joining Booth are, from left, Tony Husbands, Kyle Killinger and Eric Harris. Booth served with Husbands and Harris while they were in
the U.S. Army.

Cross-country walk ends as
healing continues for veteran
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The low E string stretch-
es along the guitar.
Veteran Van Booth held

the weathered instrument
by the neck, spinning it to
see the chaos of signatures
and stickers. Fine wrinkles
under his eyes belied the

smile beneath his bushy
beard.
“Yup,” not usually stingy

with words, Booth said,
taking his time looking at
the final string on a guitar
he lugged across the coun-
try. “That’s the last string.”
The final string was

strung after the final step
of 7.1 million steps in a

3,135-mile walk to raise
awareness about veteran
suicide and post-traumatic
stress disorder.
“My walk is music relat-

ed too, because of
Operation Song and
Freedom Sings USA,” the
retired U.S. Army infantry-
man said in Myrtle Beach
on the last day of the last

decade. “It’s going to be
symbolism. I said when I
get a guitar I’m going to
take all the strings off of it.
It’s going to be no strings.
It symbolizes veterans, sol-
diers, and people who
aren’t here anymore to play
their music for us. Every
500 miles I walk, I’m going
to put one string on. That

symbolizes it’s healing as
it’s going, kind of like I
am.”
The first string went on

at the Utah-Nevada border,
the second in Colorado,
the third in Kinsley,
Kansas, the fourth in
Jefferson City, Missouri,
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A Night to Shine returns in February
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

April McHugh’s daughter
Layla isn’t quite old
enough to attend the Night
to Shine just yet, but
McHugh can’t wait until
that happens. 
“I can’t wait until she’s

old enough…We are excit-
ed to be part of the ‘behind
the scenes’. One day she’ll
be there, too,” McHugh
said.
The third annual Night

to Shine, a prom for people
at least 14-years-old with
special needs or disabili-
ties, is set for Feb. 7, 2020,
from 6 p.m.-9 p.m. at The
Rock Church, 1701 Church

St., in Conway.
The evening crowns

attendees as kings and
queens, and treats them to
an evening of living like
royalty.
The Shine-goers get the

true “red carpet” treatment
as they arrive and walk
down a red carpet on their
way into the event. They
are treated to a sit-down
dinner courtesy of many
vendors including local
pizza vendors, Groucho’s,
Big D’s BBQ, Chick-fil-A,
Bojangles, Maryland Fried
Chicken and local bakers
as well. 
Then the night of danc-

ing begins, thanks to DJ
Kyle Gore, as well as pre-
dance shoe-shining, make-

up and nails, and donated
rides in a limo from
Carolina Limo.  
“Kyle Gore only comes

out of retirement for Night
to Shine and he brings the
house down!” organizer
Adrian Robertson said. 
Robertson said this year

they are anticipating
around 250 people.
McHugh said she

“begged” Robertson to let
her help, and can’t wait to
help to make the party
happen. 
“I love that The Rock

reaches out,” McHugh
said. “[They have] reached
out to embrace the special
needs community as a
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People who go to Night to Shine are treated like kings and queens. This participant at the
2019 event waits to be crowned.NIGHT TO SHINE, A3

After the
swearing-in,
council gets
an update
on city hall
repairs
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

With the holidays over, it
was back to business for the
first time in 2020 Monday
for Loris City Council.
The first council meeting

of the new decade began
with a swearing-in ceremo-
ny for the incumbents who
won reelection to a four-
year-term in November.
Taking the oath of office

were councilmembers Joan
Gause, Lewis Hardee, Jen
Vescovi and Mayor Todd
Harrelson.
Newcomer councilmem-

ber Carroll Padgett Jr. was
sworn in during a brief cere-
mony last month.
After the swearing-in,

Lewis Hardee -- by a vote of
4-3 -- was elected by council
to serve as mayor pro tem-
pore for the next two years.

City hall update
Once all the council

members were legally
sworn-in, they heard an
update in the repairs being
made to Loris City Hall from
Brandon Harrelson, head of
the city’s building depart-
ment.
Workers from Sellers

General Construction of
Conway have been very
busy repairing the damage
to city hall caused by flood-
ing from Hurricane Florence
in 2018.
Harrelson said the city

received $531,600 from its
insurance policy to help pay
for the damaged buildings
and to pay for contents
destroyed inside. The city
also receives $456,800 from
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
So far, the construction

company has completed all

COUNCIL, A12
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