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A Coca Cola mural on the
side of Papa’s General Store
and fresh green paint soon to
be applied on the Main Street
side of the old Jerry Cox build-
ing are signs of a burst of sales
and improvements in Down-
town Conway.
Conway Downtown Alive

director Hillary Howard says
for years she’s had only two
properties to show people
who wanted to start busi-
nesses in the area, but new
owners of several of the build-
ings are ready to renovate
their buildings and bring in
new restaurants, retail stores
and offices.
Conway entrepreneur

Brantley Green recently pur-
chased the badly-deteriorated
building at 329 Laurel St. with
big plans for it.
He said he was prompted

to buy the building because
he knew that if it wasn’t re-
paired soon, city officials were
going to require the former
owner to demolish it, and he
didn’t want that.
“My concern about it is

we’d have another bare spot
in the city,” he said, adding
that he didn’t want another
open space like the one on
the other side of Laurel Street.
He concedes that his new

building needs much work.
“Basically all I bought was

two exterior walls. I’ve got to
tear the roof off and take
down the storefront and start
putting it back together,” he
said.
Green thinks it will likely be

about March before the reno-
vations are complete. 
Although he doesn’t have a

specific business in mind he
just wants, “anybody that

wants to stay open late.”
“My hope, I’d love to see

any business that stays open
after 5 or 6 o’clock.” 
Green says he and his wife

love to go downtown to eat
dinner and then hang out
there with their friends.
If someone wants to make a

deal with him now, he is will-
ing to custom design the

building for the renter’s needs.
Green already has experi-

ence in the area. His company
renovates historic houses. He
chairs Conway’s Planning
Commission and is a partner
in Trademark Home Interiors
in Downtown Conway. 
One of the unique ideas he

has for the old building is to
put in a super efficient heat-

ing and cooling unit and a
structural insulated panel that
is a roof and an insulated
panel all in one. He said it
eases construction and is en-
ergy efficient.
“Part of what drove me to

do this is the changes that we
have seen in downtown, espe-
cially since Adam (Emrick)
and Mary Catherine (Hyman)

have been involved. It’s been
very nice working with the
city,” he said, also mentioning
building inspector Robert
Cooper.
Teague Hopkins, who

bought the building at 317
Main St., this past summer,
says he’s noticed that other
downtown buildings have
been bought and are set for

renovations.
“I tell you what I think, it’s

amazing. I think Downtown
Conway is a gem and I don’t
know why it’s not more of a
destination and a night desti-
nation as well. There are a lot
of downtowns in South Car-
olina that have been revital-
ized and are prospering,” he
said.
He points to Greenville

where his parents live.
“It’s so alive. I think Conway

can be the same thing,” he
said.
Hopkins says he just likes

old buildings and is familiar
with Conway because his of-
fice on S.C. 90 is not far from
Downtown Conway.
‘I think Conway could rival

the beach as far as a destina-
tion for where people can go,
especially eating and shop-
ping at night,” he said. ”I don’t
understand everything just
shutting down at 5 p.m. I
think it could be a nightly des-
tination as well.”
The owner of DCH Con-

struction said he plans to ren-
ovate his new building with
hopes of renting it. He is look-
ing at a retail business down-
stairs and offices upstairs, and
thinks he has someone inter-
ested in it.
David Nye, owner of

Kingston Properties, has the
task of figuring what Susan
and Marshall McMillan
should do with their fairly-re-
cent purchase, the old Jerry
Cox building.
Mrs. McMillan appeared

before Conway’s Community
Appearance Board briefly this
past week when she got per-
mission to paint panels on the
front of the building.
“We’re trying to put in some
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One iconic image from
Hurricane Florence will live
in the memories of Con-
wayites for decades to
come. 
That’s the image of Trin-

ity United Methodist
Church totally engulfed in
enough water for people to
paddle kayaks across the
front yard and around the
building.
“We were absolutely

heartbroken when it
flooded,” said longtime
member Saundra Palmer. “I
look at it now and wonder
how all that water was
there, it was an enormous
amount of water.”
But a year has passed and

things have changed. By
mid-year 2020, TUMC
hopes to open back up to
its congregation and the
community, with its Sher-
wood Drive campus build-
ings much more resistant
to future flooding.
As for the repairs and re-

construction beginning,
Palmer said she heard what
the plans were and hopes

for the best.
“I just have to trust that

they know what they are

doing,” she said. 
Member Sid Blackwelder

said that after the flooding,

at first everyone [the con-
gregation] felt really down.
“We’ve been through

flooding before…but this
last flood was devastating,”
Blackwelder said.
He is confident that those

working on the restoration
know what they’re doing.
“You know what though?

This is going to be a bless-
ing for our church,” Black-
welder said. “We are going
to fix what was damaged,
and make it even better
than it was before. Trinity
will come out of this
stronger than ever.”
Although work has al-

ready begun on the
church’s restoration, it
hasn’t been decided yet ex-
actly what all will be in-
cluded in the final plan.
Part of their wishes are to

add a Family Life Center
that would include a gym
facility and small basketball
court, a big multiuse room,
small dining area and a
commercial-type kitchen
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Artist Tommy Simpson says the new mural on the Third Av-
enue side of Papa’s General Store should be completed be-

fore Conway’s holiday festivities. Simpson is the artist who
painted the popular mural in Kingston Park.

New storeowners have big plans for  Downtown Conway

Trinity Methodist parishioners hope to be home soon
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Bucksport
Thanksgiving
Parade
celebrates
42 years
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The community is in-
vited to enjoy the 42nd an-
nual Bucksport Thanks-
giving Parade, beginning
on Thanksgiving Day at 11
a.m. 
The parade will begin in

front of the James R. Frazier

Q. Is there a state men-
tal hospital in South Car-
olina or a long-term
mental facility? I’ve
looked online and haven’t
found one.
A. We turned to the S.C.

Department of Mental
Health for an answer to
your question. Spokesper-
son Tracy LaPointe pro-
vided this response.
“Thank you for your

question. As South Car-
olina’s public mental
health system, the South
Carolina Department of
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Local family works to spread awareness of Type I diabetes
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Last year when 10-year-old Wyatt
Johnson was thirstier than usual and
drinking a lot of fluids, his mom
Amanda thought it was due to his play-
ing football in the hot August sun.
He had lost weight, but was growing

taller and going to a lot of football

practices, so she thought his weight
loss was due to his recent extra activity.
When he woke up one night in late

October 2018 throwing up, she and her
husband Scott thought he had a bad
stomach virus.
“There is a Type 1 diabetes aware-

ness problem,” Mrs. Johnson said.
“Even as a teacher of 17-18 years…I
didn’t know it could present that way.”

Type I diabetes (T1D) is the more se-
vere of its sister Type II, and it is a
chronic condition in which the pan-
creas produces little or no insulin. In-
sulin is a hormone needed to allow
sugar (glucose) to enter cells to pro-
duce energy.
His dad stayed home with Wyatt that

day thinking he had a stomach bug,
but when Mrs. Johnson returned home

that afternoon, she knew he needed
medical care. His face was gaunt, his
appearance quite different than usual,
his heart rate was through the roof and
he could barely walk on his own.
They rushed to their pediatrician’s

office because Mrs. Johnson feared
that if she went to the emergency room
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One year ago Trinity Methodist Church looked like this!
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