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One man is dead. Six peo-

ple have been injured and a 
bullet missed a 10-month-
old baby by inches. Four-
teen people have been 
charged in connection with 
three shootings around 
Ocean Boulevard over two 
weekends. 

Voices were raised and 
fingers were pointed as Myr-
tle Beach city leaders and 
community members 
talked on Tuesday about the 
random violence and how it 
contrasted with the week-
end crowds they witnessed. 

“It was the most peaceful 
and calm Memorial Day I 
have ever seen,” Mayor 
Brenda Bethune said in the 

city council 
meeting. 
“It’s a shame 
that the 
senseless 
act of a few 
thugs who 
chose to 
come here 
have ruined 
our reputa-
tion and have us basically in 

a tailspin 
right now.” 

Bethune 
explained 
after the 
meeting 
that she per-
ceived the 
weekend to 
be peaceful 
because she 

saw families enjoying them-

selves as she toured the 
boulevard area. 

“Maybe ‘peaceful’ wasn’t 
the best word, but it was 
peaceful because while I 
was out, I saw people walk-
ing around having fun,” she 
said. 

But she and other council 
members agreed there is 
work to be done to tamp 
down random violence all 

the while touting a double-
digit drop in violent crime 
over the past few years. 

Bethune pointed out all of 
the people who have been 
arrested are not from the 
area and being a tourist 
town presents unique prob-
lems. 

“Just like you don’t know 
 

SHOOTINGS, A2 

Shootings mar Memorial Day weekend in Myrtle Beach
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Capt. Lawrence Long and his crew 

hauled ice buckets and dropped reels into 
holders before sunrise. 

The Long Line was lashed to pilings on 
the Little River waterfront while the crew 

waited for six passengers to take an hours-
long trek on the charter. 

“It didn’t affect us as bad as it did a lot of 
people because we can commercial fish, 
too,” said Long with Long Line Charters, 
referring to the COVID-19 crisis. “But I 
know the whole month of March, even the 
fish market was shut down, so we couldn’t 

do anything. You take away a month of in-
come from anybody, that’s pretty bad.” 

Long’s work is part of a sector impacted 
by the recent coronavirus pandemic.  

His business is based on the Grand 
Strand, where the fishing industry makes 
up part of the economy and culture. 

So far in 2020, more than 110 commer-

cial saltwater fishing licenses have been is-
sued to operators based in Horry County, 
according to the state Department of Nat-
ural Resources (SCDNR). There have also 
been over 130 licenses issued to operators 
based in Georgetown County. 

 
FISHING INDUSTRY, A3 

Fishermen reeling from pandemic

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Dave Catalano loads ice in the bin as Capt. Lawrence Long and his crew ready The Long Line for a day of charter fishing by preparing to push off in Little River on Saturday morning. Long said he and others are struggling to 
catch up from the financial losses of the pandemic closures. But he added before sunrise, he’s optimistic the summer season will be strong. He and other business owners said they need a good summer this year.

Grand Strand fishing industry looks to rebound from COVID-19 closures
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The National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration is pre-
dicting a busy 2020 Atlantic hurri-
cane season that could include 

three to six major storms. 
Major hurricanes are rated cate-

gory 3, 4 or 5 and have maximum 
sustained winds of 111 miles per 
hour or higher. The Atlantic hurri-
cane season is from June 1 

through Nov. 30. 
“The current health crisis and 

resulting health guidance includ-
ing social distancing are on all of 
our minds as we take the neces-
sary steps to stay healthy,” said Dr. 

Neil Jacobs, acting NOAA adminis-
trator, during a conference call dis-
cussing the forecast. 

“It is especially important as we 
factor those actions into planning 
how to take the right safety pre-

cautions when a hurricane or 
other severe weather threat. How-
ever, this hurricane season is no 
different than any other in the 

 

HURRICANE SEASON, A9 

 NOAA forecasts busy Atlantic hurricane season this year 
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