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Still seeking the blessing
of state wildlife officials,
Conway Medical Center
leaders will wait until Jan-
uary to take their Carolina
Forest hospital proposal
to the Horry County Plan-
ning Commission.
CMC leaders had

planned to make their
case to the commission
Thursday, but they opted
for a second deferral —
they were originally
scheduled to present last
month — so they could
meet with state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
staff to address DNR's en-
vironmental concerns
about the $161 million
project.
“Conway Medical Cen-

ter and our architectural
and engineering firm has
done a really good job at
redesigning and redevel-
oping that property to ad-
dress those [concerns],”
said Brian Argo, CMC’s
chief financial officer, not-
ing that he plans to meet
with DNR officials within
a week. “[We] feel really
comfortable with our
plans going forward on
that property.”
In late October, CMC

leaders quickly redrew
their plans for the 50-bed
hospital on International
Drive after county plan-
ning staff and DNR offi-
cials raised questions
about the impact of a
medical center on the
area’s wetlands. State offi-
cials have also highlighted
the challenges of operat-
ing such a facility so close
to thousands of acres that
are periodically burned
for wildfire control.
The tract being eyed for

the hospital sits across the

road from the 10,427-acre
Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage
Preserve. It’s also adjacent
to the 3,707-acre Inde-
pendent Republic Her-
itage Preserve, which the
county owns. There are
plans for controlled burns
on both of those proper-
ties.
DNR outlined its con-

cerns in an Oct. 26 letter
to the county. In the letter,
DNR Director Robert
Boyles Jr. asked that the
county deny a rezoning
request to accommodate
the hospital. Boyles noted
the state's efforts to pro-
tect the Carolina bays in
that area and the unique
plants and wildlife there,
including the Venus fly-
trap, the red-cockaded
woodpecker, bald eagle
and black bear.
Boyles also pointed out

that the proposed hospital
site sits inside Interna-
tional Drive’s wildfire
gates, which are lowered
to close the road during
controlled burns.
“While I understand and

appreciate the need for
medical facilities to meet
the needs of a community,
such a facility has other
options, but there is only
one Lewis Ocean Bay Her-
itage Preserve,” Boyles
wrote.
On Tuesday, DNR

spokesman David Lucas
confirmed that the
agency’s position has not
changed since Boyles’ let-
ter was sent to the county.
CMC officials have pro-

posed moving the gates to
ensure access to the hos-
pital. As part of their re-
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Conway Medical Center hopes to build this hospital in Carolina Forest. 

Everett E. McMillian, assistant with the U.S. Attorney’s Office District of South Carolina, an-
nounces capture of a few dozen people. The arrests are the first of Operation New Optix in-
volving federal, state and local law enforcement officers targeting interstate drug trafficking.
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The new year will also bring a new
kind of winter entertainment to
Downtown Conway for the Martin
Luther King Jr. weekend. This year it’s
an ice skating rink. 
“It has been a goal to bring ice

skating to Downtown Conway for the
past 12 years and with all the chal-
lenges of 2020, we figured this was
most definitely the year to go outside
the box and bring fun and joy to our
Downtown,” said Conway Downtown
Alive Director Hillary Howard.
The Rivertown Ice Rink will be a 40-

foot by 100-foot temporary, synthetic
ice surface located at the Town Green
at 200 Laurel St., and will be open Jan.
15-18, 2021, from noon to 8 p.m.
daily. 
The rink will be available to the

public thanks to the generous sup-
port of Anderson Brothers Bank, and

Conway Downtown Alive has part-
nered with Artificial Ice Events to
build the ice surface in town.
Skating sessions will be approxi-

mately one hour, with final skaters of
the night admitted by 7 p.m. Admis-
sion will be $15 per person and skate
rental is included. 
Beginning Jan. 4 through Jan. 14,

participating businesses in Conway
will offer $5 discount coupons with a
purchase, to be used at the rink. A list
of those businesses will be available
at www.conwayalive.com starting Jan.
4.
“It’s an opportunity that people in

Conway and the surrounding areas
just don’t get to do,” said Conway
Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy. “To be
able to bring a wondrous sport down-
town…will add something really spe-
cial, a new experience for a lot of
people – a recreational opportunity
that is reminiscent of winter holi-
days.”

Rivertown Ice Rink debuts in January
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Conway Downtown Alive Director Hillary Howard straps on her ice skates.
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Conway Medical Center postpones

new hospital proposal to January
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Drug bust nets 18 suspects
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A DEA-led investigation
into an interstate drug traf-
ficking ring netted 18 people
in Myrtle Beach, Conway and
Florence Tuesday, according
to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
the district of South Carolina.
A total of 26 people are

charged in federal court as a
result of Operation New
Optix: more than 80 law en-
forcement officers brought in
18 suspects Tuesday morning,
three suspects were already
incarcerated on other charges
and five haven’t been de-
tained yet, law enforcement
officials said. 
All 26 are charged with con-

spiracy to possess with intent
to distribute cocaine or co-
caine base of various weights.
Two suspects face cannabis-
related charges and one is
charged with “possession of a
firearm in furtherance of a
drug trafficking crime.” 
Property subject to forfei-

ture as part of the investiga-
tion includes a BWM 650i, a
BMW X5, a Mercedes-Benz
GLE and an Infinity Q60. The
indictment doesn't say who
owned the cars. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney

Everett McMillian said the or-
ganization trafficked dozens
of kilograms of drugs over the
past several years, and
charges for those involved are
based on actions dating back
about two years. A kilogram is
about 2.2 pounds. 
“Operation New Optix is a

multiyear investigation that
targeted members of an inter-
state drug trafficking organi-
zation that is responsible for
bringing multi-kilogram
quantities of cocaine and
marijuana into South Car-
olina, then redistributing that
cocaine, some of which was
cooked into crack cocaine,
and the marijuana, to other
members of our community,”
McMillian said during a news
conference Tuesday. 
Law enforcement agencies

that assisted with the investi-
gation included Myrtle Beach
Police Department, Horry
County Police Department,
North Myrtle Beach Police
Department, Conway Police
Department, the Horry
County Sheriff’s Office, the
Florence County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the 15th Judicial Circuit
Drug Enforcement Unit and
the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives.
It’s the latest in a series of

operations targeting drug
traffickers and distributors in
the area. Operation Silver
Sunset targeted 28 associates
of the Billy Bloods, a sub-
sidiary of the United Blood
Nation, according to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office. In 2018, Op-
eration Rise and Shine went
after 33 associates of the G-
Shine/SMB, another Bloods
affiliate. And earlier this year,
Operation Broken Branch tar-
geted 31 members of a drug
trafficking organization that
operated out of the Cedar
Branch area of Horry County. 
“We are working together

to make a difference, to make
a difference in our commu-
nity, and that is exactly what
is happening,” said Myrtle
Beach Police Chief Amy
Prock. “These cases are what’s
going to make that difference
and make a change, and we
need to work together to con-
tinue to do that. Those that
are in custody and those that
have worked hard, the 80-
plus officers and agents in all
agencies that worked to-
gether to do that today are
making that difference and
will continue to work on
cases such as these that have
made a difference like today.” 
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