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In 2014, Conway resident
Lindsay McKnight received
her first bill from her air
ambulance helicopter ride
from Conway to the Medical
University of South Carolina
in Charleston.
McKnight had been air-

lifted to Charleston after
losing her infant son due to
complications from
preeclampsia during preg-
nancy, and it was discovered
her liver had also ruptured.
That first bill said she

owed $52,244 to Colorado-
based Rocky Mountain
Holdings (also known as Air
Methods), for her ride.
“Insurance only paid

$5,000 of it. We appealed the
insurance and were re-
jected. We tried everything
we could,” McKnight said.

“I remember telling [Air
Methods] that my family
would have been better off
if I had died, from a finan-
cial standpoint. My family
would have collected life in-
surance. But now we were
left with bills and stress,
plus the PTSD from losing
our child…there was no
sympathy.”
According to the Air

Methods website, “Air Meth-
ods operates under a variety
of company names across
the country. This combines
the benefits of a local opera-
tion with the resources of a
national company.”
She tried to negotiate,

and was offered a discount,
but it was still an “absurd
amount of money.”
McKnight said she also

tried to set up a payment
plan, but the company
wanted all of her financial

information to tell her what
amount she could pay, in-
stead of her telling them
what she could afford to
pay. She refused to give any
of the personal financial in-
formation. 
After a letter from her

lawyer was sent to the com-
pany, she said she never
heard from them again. 
She said she contacted

state representatives, in-
cluding the Governor, and
just wants to help make a
difference so this situation
does not happen to others. 
S.C. Rep. Kevin Hardee, R-

District 105, was the only
legislator that responded to
McKnight’s plea. 
Hardee, along with S.C.

Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-District
58, is trying to introduce a
bill yet again to try to regu-
late the cost of these air am-
bulance life flights.

Due to the Airline Dereg-
ulation Act of 1978, which
Johnson said states that no
state can regulate the cost of
these air medical flights, the
bills they have submitted
twice regarding this same
issue have been shot down.
“[This time] we have put a

resolution in to put Con-
gress on notice that this is
an issue for our con-
stituents,” Johnson said. “I
do not doubt it is invaluable
when you need emergency
care transport quickly.”
Hardee said that the

deregulation act is the
“loophole that allows this
type of robbery”.
“There’s no regulation.

They can charge any
amount they want to
charge. Insurance is only
going to pay a percentage of
what Medicaid pays. It al-
lows them to fleece people,”

Hardee said. 
He has tried to negotiate

directly with the air ambu-
lance companies them-
selves, Hardee said, but they
don’t have to negotiate at
all. If the insurance compa-
nies would bring them all
in-network and negotiate a
price, he said, that would
help.
“To date, we do not have

any helicopter air ambu-
lances in our network,” said
Patti Embry-Tautenhan, as-
sistant vice president of cor-
porate relations for Blue
Cross Blue Shield of South
Carolina. “Over the years,
we have made repeated at-
tempts to get them into our
network. We offer a fair rate
for reimbursement. How-
ever, our experience is not
unique as most air ambu-
lances opt not to be in-
cluded in health insurer

networks. Because they
elect to remain out of net-
work, they have the ability
to bill the patient for the
balance.”
That balance for Har-

mony Bellamy’s family was
$45,994. 
The North Myrtle Beach

resident’s 10-year-old son
was in a wakeboarding acci-
dent last summer, in which
he severed the radial nerve
in his arm. He was taken by
his father to the North
Strand Emergency Room, by
ambulance to Grand Strand
Medical Center, and by heli-
copter to MUSC.
“We weren’t really given a

choice,” Bellamy said.
“When he got out of surgery
(when it was discovered his
nerve was severed), they
said the helicopter will be
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Nearly one year
later, Carolina
Forest family
haunted by fire 
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS 
ETTIE.NEWLANDS
@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Elaine Boulavsky and
Khrysta Herman always
know where the exits are. 
The fear of being trapped

by fire still haunts them, even
in their sleep. 
The mother and daughter

are two of several people who
jumped from balconies when
a Windsor Green condo
building burned on April 12,
2018. 
That was the second time

this family lost everything in
a fire, the first being five years
before when fire destroyed 26
Windsor Green condos. 
When the more recent

tragedy happened, Elaine
Boulavsky was recovering
from cancer surgery. The
plunge to the ground ripped
her stitches, and both
women suffered broken
bones. 
They’ve each had several

surgeries and anticipate
more. 
And while they still have

intense physical as well as
emotional issues, their out-
looks are positive and even
inspiring. 
They’re both quick to ex-

press gratitude, first to God,
then to their church, Christ
United Methodist, and to
their Carolina Forest com-
munity. 
The family, that includes

Elaine and Greg Boulavsky
and their daughter and son-
in-law Khrysta and Jacob
Herman, has moved into a
new home in the Summerlyn
subdivision. 
“Everything in this house

except the TV and the
barstools were donated to
us,” Boulavsky says in her
fully-furnished living room. 
“The pictures on the wall,

the mirrors, dishes, every-
thing. There were three stor-
age buildings filled with
donated things.” 
But even as she speaks

about the kindnesses ex-
tended to them, her daughter
shifts to find a comfortable
position in her chair. 
“They put a piece of metal

in my back to hold every-
thing together, and I’m going
to have surgery so they can
take it out,” Herman says. 
The Coastal Carolina Uni-

versity student took a semes-
ter off after the fire, and has
one semester and a couple of
classes to go before she grad-
uates. 
She was married at Wild

Wing Plantation in what she
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A Conway attorney, who
has focused his law practice
on appellate cases, was
elected by the S.C. General
Assembly this past week to sit
as a judge on the S.C. Court of
Appeals.
In his third try for a judge-

ship on this court, Blake He-
witt prevailed over a seasoned
administrative law and circuit
court judge from Columbia.
The 40-year-old husband

and father of one said he was
“over the moon pleased”
when the vote ended in his
favor.
“This was my third time

running and you typically
have to run a few times before
it goes your way,” he said. “We
worked very hard and I had a
lot of help from friends, and I
was just thrilled beyond
measure really.”
There was also a third

nominee in the race who
dropped out before the final
vote was taken.

Hewitt says a run for this
position is a long and arduous
task that includes extensive
questioning by several panels
that include senators, repre-
sentatives, lawyers, teachers,
businessmen, bankers and
advocates for various organi-
zations. The thorough investi-
gation also includes
questioning people in the
area who might know the
candidates and his or her rep-
utations, according to infor-
mation provided by the
Judicial Merit Selection Com-
mission.
The S.C. Court of Appeals

has nine members, who,
working in panels of three,
move about 1,300 appeals
each year. 
Cases can be appealed

from the Appeals Court to the
S.C. Supreme Court.
Conway attorney Kaye

Hearn was a judge on the S.C.
Court of Appeals before mov-
ing on to the Supreme Court.
Hewitt says moving from

the Appeals Court to the
Supreme Court used to be

unusual, but it is happening
more frequently now.
However, he doesn’t have

his eyes set on a Supreme
Court seat.
The member and former

president of the Waccamaw
Sertoma Club said this oppor-
tunity to be a public servant
was too good to pass up.
“What motivated me to do

it was I like the subject mat-
ters. It’s what I’ve always
done…I don’t have any de-
signs on doing anything else.”
Judges on the Appeals

Court usually serve six-year
terms, but Hewitt will fill an
unexpired term that will be
left vacant by the age-re-
quired retirement of Judge
Paul E. Short Jr.
Short’s term ends in 2023,

so Hewitt will be forced to run
again then to keep his judge-
ship for an additional six
years. 
However, he said, “Those

races typically aren’t opposed,
but they could be, or you
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Families shocked, struggling after air ambulance bills

Conwayite wins seat
on S.C. Appeals Court
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More than 200 special needs people and others with disabili-
ties attended the Night to Shine prom held Friday at The Rock
church in Conway. They walked down a red carpet lined with
cheering admirers before enjoying an evening of dancing, din-

ing and entertainment. A highlight of the prom occurred when
all of the special guests received a crown from a bevy of visit-
ing beauty queens. Read more about the Night to Shine on B1
of today’s paper.

Conway royalty

The S.C. Department of Transportation said Tuesday that re-
pairs on the Main Street bridge leading into Conway will
take longer than anticipated. The bridge was originally
scheduled to be reopened by the end of March. However,
the company working on the bridge discovered more rust
than was thought to exist. A new date to reopen the bridge
has not been set.

Bridge opening delayed
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