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Hillary sentenced to life without parole
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A Georgia man was sen-
tenced to life without parole
Tuesday after a jury found
him guilty of killing a retired
New York police officer in a
2016 robbery that appar-
ently went awry.
Johnathan Lamar Hillary,

32, who was also found
guilty of armed robbery,
kidnapping and use of a
weapon during a violent
crime, appeared to nod off
and even sleep during the
trial’s closing arguments.
For the three additional

guilty verdicts he was sen-
tenced by Circuit Judge
William McKinnon to two,
30-year terms and one, five-
year term. They will all run
concurrently.
When her father didn’t

answer his cell phone,
Kaitlin Buckley knew some-

thing was amiss.
“I was at work and I sent

him a text. Didn’t get any-
thing. When his cell went
straight to voicemail, I auto-
matically knew something
was wrong,” Buckley said
through tears this past week
as she told an Horry County
courtroom what happened
when her father was miss-
ing three years ago.
During the state's open-

ing arguments in front of
Judge William McKinnon,
assistant solicitor Jonathan
Miles said Buckley had been
drinking and was in a vul-
nerable state the night he
disappeared
"Exactly what the defen-

dant was looking for – an
easy victim," Miles said.
At that time, Hillary and

his friend Bernithia Young
had just moved to the area
and were floating between
hotels and jobs, waiting for
a paycheck.
“They were in desperate

need of money,” Miles said.

Miles told the jury Buck-
ley was robbed of his wallet
and phone, and shot in the
center of the back and the
back of his head. He said
Hillary then put him in
Buckley's own truck and
drove him to a wooded area
across from Tanger Outlets
in Carolina Forest and
dumped Buckley's body. He
said Hillary then took Buck-
ley's truck and drove it to
Myrtle Beach to hide it.
Young picked him up on
Ocean Boulevard.
Buckley’s body wasn’t

found for two months.
Miles said that Scott Joye,

Hillary’s attorney, might try
to say it was self-defense.
“Was he coming at him

backwards? This isn’t a self-
defense case,” Miles told the
jury.
Joye’s opening arguments

noted that the prosecutor
referred to Hillary as “the
defendant” and not by his
name.
"As if he is any less of a

person than Mr. Buckley,”
Joye said. “He [Miles] wants
you predisposed to have
nothing but contempt for
Mr. Hillary. Not one single
thing he said was evidence.”
He reminded the jury that

it’s their job to take in all of
the evidence, exhibits and
testimonies, and remember
that there “should be a pre-
sumption of innocence.”
Tim Buckley moved to

Myrtle Beach with his wife
Ruth and three daughters in
search of a slower pace of
life in 2011. He had been a
police officer for 30 years. 
Kaitlin Buckley said her

father got a job at Anderson
Ocean Club as a valet be-
cause it was something fun
to do.
Her mother was very sick

and Buckley was the main
cook, cleaner and driver for
the family, she told senior
assistant solicitor Nancy
Livesay.

and
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An Horry County deputy escorts Johnathan Hillary into the court-
room Tuesday shortly before a jury found him guilty of murder,
armed robbery, kidnapping and possession of a weapon.

A FIGHT TO SAVE CATS AND DOGS
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She doesn’t bark. She wags her tail until the her rear legs lift
with each tail swing. She shoves her nose between the slats of
the cage and stares while waiting in a tent at the Horry County
Animal Care Center. “This is puppy and kitten season,” said cen-
ter director Kelly Bonome. The shelter is filled to capacity with a

majority of the dogs and puppies being held as part of pending
abuse cases. The overcrowding has forced the shelter to use a
tent from Horry County Police Department and an air condition-
ing unit/generator from the North Myrtle Beach Department of
Public Safety.

Overcrowding may force shelter to euthanize more animals
BY VIRAJ NAIK 
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Pups bark on the Horry
County Animal Care Center
grounds in an air-conditioned
military tent.
Center staff set up the tent

last Thursday to help with
overcrowding. Nine of 16 addi-
tional kennels the center pur-
chased are in the tent, which
belongs to the Horry County
Police Department. Staffers
use an air conditioning
unit/generator courtesy of the
North Myrtle Beach Depart-
ment of Public Safety.
Just one of those 16 was va-

cant the following day.
While the center has been

operating as a “no-kill” shelter
for a few years -- meaning it
does not euthanize adoptable
or treatable animals -- over-
crowding could result in the
shelter no longer following
that model. In other words,
more animals would have to
be put down.
“We're going to do every-

thing in our power to make
sure that that doesn't hap-
pen,” said the center’s director
Kelly Bonome, adding this
might result in the shelter
finding more rescue partners
or holding more adoption

events.
Over the past few months,

the center has seen an influx
of animals. For example, 30
dogs were seized from a home
near Loris. That surge hasn’t
helped the overcrowding
problem.
“We've been playing this

walking on the fence post
game for over a month now,”
Bonome said.
From Monday through

Thursday afternoon of this
past week, the center took in
nearly 200 animals.
Bonome said this time of the

year for the shelter, and others
across the country, is “high in-

take time.”
“This is puppy and kitten

season,” she said.
College students may not be

able to take pets home. People
who go on vacation may bring
their dog in or a pup may have
had a litter.
Bonome and Kelsey

Gilmore-Futeral, state director
of the Humane Society of the
United States, both said eco-
nomic hardships could lead to
more animals at a shelter be-
cause people may be unable to
afford adequate care for their
pets.

SLED investigates
Horry County
Council on
Aging’s finances
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The State Law Enforcement Division
launched an investigation into the Horry
County Council on Aging after a former em-
ployee of the nonprofit raised concerns
about the publicly-funded organization’s fi-
nances.
SLED spokesman Thom Berry said the

probe began after the former employee sent
a letter to SLED Chief Mark Keel. SLED
agents looked into the matter and decided
to start a formal investigation on Feb. 14.
“It is open and it is being worked,” he

said.
Berry would not provide any specific de-

tails about the allegations in the letter that
prompted the investigation. The letter is a
public record, but it is part of the case file
and won’t be released until the conclusion
of the inquiry.
The nonprofit’s leaders maintain they
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Some of Conway’s leading citizens were
honored for their contributions to the city at
the Conway Mayor’s Awards Banquet held this
past Thursday at Fifth and Main.
Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy said

the awards program was a way for the city to
show its appreciation to people who have
made a positive impact in a number of ways.
Honorees and their guests enjoyed a meal,

and music from the Conway High School A
Capella Choir. City Councilman William
Goldfinch served as master of ceremonies and
other members of city council helped the
mayor present awards.
Conway native Ben Burroughs, director of

the Horry County Archives Center at Coastal
Carolina University, was honored for his con-
tribution to the historic preservation of Con-
way. 
“He understands that we have this one

chance to maintain, protect and care for the

Mayor recognizes
contributions of
Conway citizens
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