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Bryan Hopkins didn’t know
what to make of the folks
cooking chicken bog in the
giant wok at the Loris Bog-
Off.
They had mixed sweet

peas, corn and even mush-
rooms into the bog staples of
chicken and rice. Apparently
other guests didn’t care for it
either. They kept asking
Hopkins where they could
toss their samples.
“It was a mess,” the 60-

year-old chicken bog con-
noisseur said.
Sometimes the simple

approach works best.
Hopkins would know. He’s
won the Bog-Off once and
finished second twice. And
on Oct. 17, he hopes his
blend of chicken, kielbasa,
yellow onions, salt and black
pepper will help him make
another run at the title.
“It’s fun to do and it helps

Loris out,” he said. “Those lit-
tle small towns like that, they
don’t get a lot of recognition.”
The Bog-Off has long been

the biggest event in Loris. A
celebration for both the com-
munity and one of its favorite
dishes, this will be the 41st
festival for the city. Earlier this
month, the Loris Chamber of
Commerce received approval
to host the event from the
S.C. Department of
Commerce. There will be
some changes to account for
COVID-19 protocols, but the
traditional cook-off is still on
schedule.
“We’re going to kind of

shrink it down,” said
Samantha Norris, the cham-
ber’s executive director. “It’s
going to still have all the same
stuff. It’s just going to be in a
controlled environment.”
What that means is the fes-

tival’s organizers will fence in
seven acres in the city and
monitor the size of the crowd
by tracking tickets.
“Our main goal is to con-
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Weather
High 81, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 69, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 82, mostly cloudy

FRIDAY

High 80, 80% rain

SATURDAY

High 72, mostly cloudy
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Address Service Requested

Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, 581 SC-348, Loris, will
have Old Fashioned Harvest
Day Sunday, Oct. 4, beginning
at 10 a.m. Guys grab your bib
overalls and ladies your aprons
and bonnets as we come to
worship and remember the
early days of our Baptist her-
itage. The Rev. Allen Singletary,
pastor or Sinia Missionary
Baptist Church, Clarendon, N.C.,
will the guest speaker.

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each

Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals in
need are encouraged to come
to the box. It is located inside
the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. “In
accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on

race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by
USDA. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means
of communication for program
information (e.g. Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should contact
the Agency (state or local)
where they applied for bene-
fits. Individuals who are deaf,
hard of hearing or have speech
disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.

Additionally, program informa-
tion may be made available in
languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of
discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda. gov/com-
plaint_filing_cust.html and at
any USDA office, or write a let-
ter addressed to USDA and pro-
vide in the letter all of the
information requested in the
form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Bog-Off still on for Saturday, Oct. 17 

FILE PHOTO

The 2020 Loris Bog-Off is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 17, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Gman’s Thunder Ride set to honor Gannon
Stauch, bring awareness to child abuse
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ETTIE.NEWLANDS@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

When kickstands go up
and engines start at Gman’s
Thunder Ride at 11:11 a.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26, blue teddy
bears will remind everyone
that blue was Gannon
Stauch’s favorite color.
It’s also the color represent-

ed by child abuse awareness
groups.

The ride, starting at
Crossway Church in Loris,
will honor Gannon and it will
bring awareness to the prob-
lem of child abuse.
The 11-year-old, whose

mother, Landen Hoitt, lives in
Loris, was reported missing
from Colorado in January. His
body was found in Florida,
and in March, his stepmoth-
er, Letecia Stauch, was arrest-
ed in Myrtle Beach.
Gannon’s father, Albert

Stauch, lives in Colorado.
The ride is scheduled for

Sept. 26 because Gannon’s 12
birthday would have been
Sept. 29.
Crossway Church has a

motorcycle ministry, family
friend Jessica Hudnall said,
and while Gannon didn’t ride
yet, he liked and was interest-
ed in them. 
The cost to participate in

the ride is $20 with a blue

GANNON STAUCH, A3

BOG-OFF, A3

Report: Over

290 cases of

COVID-19 in

schools across

the state
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The South Carolina
Department of Health and
Environmental Control’s
(DHEC) new data report
regarding public and pri-
vate schools in the county
showed less than five
virus cases among the
staff at Aynor High, Ocean
Drive Elementary, and
Socastee Middle.
However, St. James

High, Calvary Christian,
Conway Christian and
Holy Trinity Catholic
School all report less than
five students each with
the virus. 
The report is updated

every Tuesday and Friday.
Across South Carolina,

195 cases of COVID-19 are
reported among the
state's students, and 101
among school employees
for a total of 296 school-
related cases in the state.
DHEC officials said that

if there are fewer than five
student cases or fewer
than five staff cases asso-
ciated with a school, the
number of cases will be
represented as less than
five or <5.
"The specific number

for less than five individu-
als isn't provided as a
standard practice for pro-
tecting confidentiality,
since reporting such a
small number of cases
could lead to individuals
being identified," DHEC
officials said.
DHEC said that this

report will include for
each school a cumulative
and rolling 30-day count
of confirmed cases among
students, teachers, and
faculty members.
The reporting does not

mean that students, facul-
ty or staff contracted the
virus at school, DHEC
said in a release this week.
“Unlike a nursing home,
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Gman’s Thunder Ride to honor Gannon Stauch is Saturday, Sept. 26 beginning at 11:11 a.m.

Commerce

department
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